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                                        February 2020

  

Our  annual holiday party and 65 year celebration was a big 
success, due to the hard work of many. We had two puppet 
shows, two slam pieces, a wonderful dragon puppet craft, many 
decorated tables, a beautiful display of puppets, a very successful 
raffle to raise money for our Founders Scholarship, and a delicious
potluck dinner. What with all the goings on, not everything got its 
picture taken, but it all was appreciated. 

Thank you to everyone who came, and thank you big time to 
everyone who helped. We raised over $300 for our scholarships, 
and had a fine time.
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Upcoming Guild Meetings & Events
Lots of exciting programs and events coming up! We need venues for the Mar. & May/
June Guild meetings (ideally free or low cost, with parking & public transit, such as a 
library). For March’s “One Puppet, One Puppeteer” we need a space for approx. 50 
people with some tables, chairs. May/June “Stinky Tales” needs a performing area 
and space for approx. 100 people, also with A/V equipment. The March & May/June 
programs may switch places, depending on available venues.  

MARCH GUILD MEETING        Tentative Date, Sat. Mar. 14,  2-5 pm, Location: 
TBA

“One Puppet, One Puppeteer – What Next!”

This workshop covers the basics of bringing a hand puppet and a “muppet-style” 
puppet to life and simple ways to use them with small group audiences. Besides 
Puppet Guild members, this should be of interest to librarians, teachers, youth group 
leaders and puppet enthusiasts from teens to adults.

Lee Armstrong will be leading the
workshop. She is co-owner of Images In
Motion, www.imagesmedia.com, teaches
“Jim Henson and the Art of The Muppets to
300 students at UCSC and credits include
Jim Henson’s “Fraggle Rock” the cult
classic “Being John Malkovich” and
numerous TV and film projects. 

 

EVENT: FELTING WORKSHOP at
Contra Costa College, Sat., Apr., 18  All
Day 

Create a unique wool felted puppet for
your classroom or show.  Attendees will
learn a shortcut method to create a puppet head from wool fleece, using a needle 
felting technique. Both "dry felting" and "wet felting" techniques will be learned. 
Certificates of Professional Development hours are available to attendees.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.imagesmedia.com&c=E,1,P0gh8tV69yoNLFaviddquymoyPbBuBg-Urs-8cP092NePyk1Fb8oIe6YYSv1cdB1RN_nOVuNYFwj0dTJOXv97O6geun2a_yX9vlj1DAYLQzY7EtGldI,&typo=1
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Judy Roberto will be leading the
workshop. She spent 30 years as an
Arts and Puppetry educator in K-12
classes in Los Angeles, San Luis
Obispo, and in San Jose, where she
directed the Happy Hollow Puppet
Theater for 10 years. Credits include
puppeteer in The Muppet Movie. 
 (Note, the photo (to right) of Judy is
not a felted puppet but another
wonderful creation of hers using a
cardboard hot dog “tray” to create a
fun character.)

MAY/JUNE GUILD MEETING-
Tentative Dates, Saturdays in
late May or early June, Location: TBA

Puppet Show. “Stinky Tales” is an interactive storytelling experience bringing 
children and puppets together to explore the everyday social problems of childhood. 
And the creatives, Doug & Annie Zesiger, will share their new web series, 
https://www.stinkytales.com, 
bringing big laughs while teaching
empathy and confidence to 3-6 year
olds. Great for all ages, 3 to 103!

Doug is a master classroom
teacher, storyteller and puppeteer. 
Annie is a puppeteer and music
teacher who writes original
children’s music. 

 

EVENT: PUPPETS FOR EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS
at Contra Costa College,
Saturday, May 9, 2020

https://www.stinkytales.com/
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Using a variety of puppet types, including hand puppets, shadow puppets and rod 
puppets, this workshop will focus on learning and then teaching students how to make
puppets become "alive".  Puppet movement and staging will be explored, with hands-
on activities, and staging options. Certificates of Professional Development hours are 
available to attendees.

Pacific Northwest Region PUPPET FESTIVAL: Left Coast Puppet Love Fest – 
Aug 6-9, Portland, Oregon. Fun-filled days of workshops and shows, with puppet 
exhibit, puppet store and more! Festival Directors: Mary Nagler & Dustin Curtis

Annual Puppet Faire at Fairyland, Oakland, Sept. 5-6. Two days of puppet shows, 
a puppet exhibit and lots of fun to celebrate Fairyland's 70th birthday (opened 
09/02/1950) and the Guild’s 65th! 

Please note that Guild Meetings are free. Guild sponsored Events have a small fee to
cover the cost of the leader/performer, venue and supplies, if needed.

PROGRAMMING HELP WANTED!
 Would you like to suggest a program for a Guild meeting?
 Do you have a show or skill that would be of interest to our membership?
 Would you like to have a Guild meeting in your community and could provide 

your home, your local library, church, community center or...? 
 Would you like to be on the Programming

Committee?
If so, please contact Lee Armstrong,
images@vom,com, cell 707 738-5906 or anyone on the
Programming Committee or Guild Board.

From Guild Member Randal Metz:
My puppet from "Sleuth" was featured in the recent 2019
hit film "Knives Out".  (Capt. Jack, to R, in shipping crate)

The film is called "Knives Out" and stars Daniel Craig,
Jamie Lee Curtis and Chris Evans.  Frank Oz is also in
the film.  Written and directed by Rian Johnson.  The
puppet is seen in at least 10 - 12 shots in the film.
 Even a few closeups.  The giant puppet made to look
like a old fashioned amusement dark ride figure was
originally built by Shannon O'Hare for the play "Sleuth".  I then was given the 
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figure, sans base pier, and did a major makeover.  And finally, years later, 
Dennis Lancaster of Intermission productions repainted and cleaned the 
costume.  We now rent this out to theater together.   They rented the figure in 
Dec of 2018 and paid a handsome fee to have it shipped across the states.  The 
art directors and film makers had fallen in love with the look once they found it 
on my website.  A year later, the film hit the theaters in November 2019. 

MEET OPERA’S GREATEST DIVAS AT CHILDREN’S PUPPET WORKSHOP
Join us for the first puppetry edition of our First Act
Children’s Workshop, “Choose Your Diva.” This workshop is
designed to explore significant characters in various family-
friendly operas through puppetry, story, music, and a crafts
activity. You will be introduced to various opera characters
as they compete for the ultimate diva title. First Act 

WHO IT'S FOR
Families with children ages 0-6.

All children must be accompanied by parents or guardians.

WHEN
Saturday, March 28, 2020, 11am and 12:30pm

WHERE
Wilsey Center for Opera, Veterans Building, 4th Floor, 401 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102

COST
$15 per person.  Each person must have a ticket to attend.

https://sfopera.com/puppet-show  ?  

The Left Coast Puppet Love Fest seeks Workshops
The Left Coast Puppet Love Fest invites artists to submit workshop proposals for their puppetry 
festival taking place in August in Portland, Oregon. Submissions are through an online form and must 
be received by February 15.

The Official 2020 Regional Festival for the Pacific Northwest Region of The Puppeteers of America, the
Left Coast Puppet Love Fest is led by co-Directors Dustin Curtis (Seattle) and Mary Nagler (Portland). 
Several local Puppeteers of America Guilds - Puppetry Guild of Portland, Puppeteers of Puget Sound, 
and Willamette Valley Puppeteers - will join in organizing and running the festival.

https://sfopera.com/puppet-show?utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=M1920FebruaryE-Opera&utm_content=version_A&sourceNumber=48169
https://sfopera.com/puppet-show
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Left Coast Puppet Love Fest will bring together professional puppeteers, students, librarians, 
educators, and inspired beginners in Portland, OR to share knowledge, enthusiasm and resources. 
Festival dates are August 6-9, 2020.

Workshops will be selected to provide festival attendees with a wide variety of topics (Performing, 
Building, Business), formats (Lecture, Demonstrations, Hands-on), and puppeteering styles. 
Workshops with an academic or scholarly focus, as well as workshops in related arts fields such as 
crafts and theatre, are also welcome.

Workshop selection and management will be handled by Festival co-Director Mary Nagler (Portland) 
and Workshop Chair Rachel Jackson of Vox Fabuli Puppets (Seattle). The workshop track is sponsored 
by Felt-a-con.

Chosen workshop teachers will receive an honorarium for teaching at the festival.

To submit a workshop visit https://forms.gle/iWuoyeSZNK3h9gH7A.

Membership Update from Michael Nelson, your
Membership Officer 
A big thank you to all of you who have renewed your
membership which expired on December 31.  More than half
the guild has already renewed!  Woohoo!  For the rest of
you, you can easily renew online on our guild website at 
http://www.sfbapg.org/membership/join/ .  It’s easy and
fun (ok, maybe I exaggerate a bit on the “fun” part.)  The
guild is 65 years old and you know you don’t want to miss
any of the great events, workshops, shows and other plans
your wonderful board is organizing to celebrate, so renew
today!  Thanks!

And from your newsletter editor, Michael Nelson (see photo of happy, celebrating me, 
above) you can send your articles, tips, advice, reviews, updates, classifieds and any other 
puppet related stuff to newsletter@sfbapg.org.

CALENDAR HELP WANTED-  Are you good with dates?  Do you often know what month it is, 
or even what year?  Would you like to help your guild members know where and when 
they can see puppetry in the Bay Area?  Your guild is looking for a calendar person to 
update the guild puppet event calendar.  Email newsletter@sfbapg.org today!

mailto:newsletter@sfbapg.org
mailto:newsletter@sfbapg.org
http://www.sfbapg.org/membership/join/
https://forms.gle/iWuoyeSZNK3h9gH7A
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