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Inside this issue:  

Upcoming Guild meetings, call for board nominations, Guild T 

Shirts, Puppet Mitts and more! 

An April Fool’s bag puppet very similar to our guild logo from 

teachersnotebook.com.  Most bag puppets have the bag fold 

serve as the mouth of the puppet.  One can only wonder what 

you see when this one is opened, but it is an April Fool’s puppet 

so I guess anything goes.  Maybe you see the puppet’s brain? 
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SAVE THE DATE!  SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH 
HAPPY HOLLOW DAY OF PUPPETRY and GUILD MEETING 
PARK OPEN FROM 10AM TO 5PM, GUILD MEETING AT 5:30 
 

April Guild Meeting “It’s Alive!”   Sat., April 23 2:30-7:30 
Diablo Theater Company, 1948 Oak Park Blvd, Pleasant Hill, CA 
 
Tentative Schedule  
2:30   Setup and Meet & Greet 
3  It’s Alive! Workshop 
5:30  Guild meeting followed by Potluck Dinner 
6:30ish  Fur Giveaway* & Show & Tell** 
7:20 Cleanup 
*Our friends at Folkmanis Puppets have donated boxes of fur samples for us to share 
**Bring your puppets to show, share tips, new materials, tell about your latest puppet project. If you 
have a short vignette you’d like to perform, contact 
Lee with your staging needs (images@vom.com or 
707 738-5906) 
 
Workshop: It’s Alive! 
Two puppet manipulation workshops rolled into 
one, on 2 stages 

 Table Top Stage Puppetry 

 Hand and Muppet-Style Stage Puppetry 
 
Mary Nagler and Lee Armstrong will demo the 
basics of these 2 styles of puppetry, cover 
manipulation techniques (focus, breath, walking, 
voice, etc.), working with others, use of stages, etc. 
Then, in breakout groups, participants can get 
some “hands-on” experience. There will be an 
opportunity to develop some group vignettes, 
culminating in an impromptu show at the end of 
the workshop. 
Some Puppets will be provided, or you can bring 
your own. The more the merrier! 
 
 
Mary Nagler   
Mary Nagler has been a member of the guild 
since 1993. She joined after attending her first 
national festival where she met Kamela Portuges 
and Lee Armstrong! Her professional building 

Mary Nagler demonstrates how to use many 

squiggly things to make puppets come alive. 

mailto:images@vom.com
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career started with them. Since then, she received her MFA in Puppetry at the University of 
Connecticut and went on to work for numerous east coast shops, including: (Highlights) The Puppet 
Heap, where she made the current Muppets: Beaker and the Swedish Chef, Rick Lyon Studio making 
AVENUE Q, the Puppet Kitchen, making dog heads for the touring production of Clifford the Big Red 
Dog. Her company Whorls of Wonder Puppet Theater received the 2011 Henson Family Grant for her 
new show, Terran’s Aquarium, which she hopes put on stage soon.   
 
Lee Armstrong 
Lee has always been fascinated by the 
movement of inanimate objects. She 
performed for ten years on Canadian 
TV, including three years as a puppeteer 
on Henson’s Emmy winning “Fraggle 
Rock.” Other credits include “Being 
John Malkovich” “Moneybone” and 
numerous PBS shows. Lee Armstrong is 
a co-founder of Images In Motion Inc. in 
Sonoma, which specializes in TV 
puppetry. Lee has a BA in 
English/Theater. She has taught 
hundreds of workshops on puppetry, to 
adults and children across America, and 
now teaches at UC Santa Cruz and OLLIE 
@ Berkeley U and San Francisco State. 
 
Potluck 
Our potlucks are always amazing with 
their variety and abundance. Please 

bring a dish (main courses, appetizers, 
salads, desserts, etc.) and your own 
beverage or beverages to share. The 
Guild will provide plates & utensils. 
There is a refrigerator and microwave 
(no stove or oven).  
 
Guild Library 
The Guild library has hundreds of books covering a variety of topics. Are you looking for books or DVD 
on a particular topic? Check out the Library List at http://www.sfbapg.org/resources/library/.  
Books & DVD’s are available for checkout at the meeting, to people who have been members for at 
least 6 months.  
Contact the Guild Librarian, Lee Armstrong, sfbapglibrary@gmail.com, 707 738-5906, and she will 
bring related books to the next meeting. If you have checked out a book or DVD please return it at 
this meeting, or call Lee to make arrangements for a later return or mail it back to Lee at 720 Ladera 
Dr., Sonoma, CA 95476. 

 

Lee Armstrong made all these puppets come alive and now 

she has to live with them. 

http://www.sfbapg.org/resources/library/
mailto:sfbapglibrary@gmail.com
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BART directions to the meeting 
Pleasant Hill/Contra Costa Centre BART Station, Walnut Creek, CA 
1.3 mi. About 26 mins 

1. Head northwest on Oak Rd toward Wayne Dr 0.4 mi 

2. Turn left onto Oak Park Blvd 
Destination will be on the right, 1948 Oak Park Blvd, Pleasant Hill, CA 

0.9 mi 

 
Please GPS or Google for driving directions 
 

You too could be a board member! 
Call for Nominations for Guild Board of Directors It’s the April “Call for Nominations.” Do you share 

our common goal of promoting the art of puppetry in the Bay Area? You might be interested in 

serving on the SFBAPG Board. If so, please contact the Nominating Committee before April 15th for 

more information. Eligibility: Candidates must have been members of the SFBAPG for at least one 

year prior to the elections. Term limits: Each Board member shall serve for three years. Each Board 

member shall be allowed to serve no more than two consecutive three-year terms. Candidates need 

to provide a short bio and photo to the Nominating Committee, prior to April 25th, to be published in 

the May newsletter. We look forward to hearing from you. Your Nominating Committee Camilla 

Henneman (831) 359- 9761 camhenneman@gmail.com Jesse Vail (510) 672-6900 

jessevail@gmail.com, Randel Metz puppetcomp@yahoo.com (510) 569-3144. 

 

Guild T-Shirts Are Coming! 
 

 Guild members have been enthusiastic about sporting Guild T-shirts to Guild events. To make 

that possible for this summer, the T-Shirt Committee is going with two pre-existing designs. At a later 

date, we’ll develop an original design; however two pre-existing designs had very positive response in 

the T-Shirt survey taken at the Holiday party.  

The first is the “Evolution of the Puppeteer” by Honey Goodenough. She has given permission for us 

to use her design, with a small donation going to the O’Neill Center. We would add our Guild name to 

the design, either below or on the back of the shirt.  

tel:%28831%29%20359-%209761
mailto:camhenneman@gmail.com
tel:%28510%29%20672-6900
mailto:jessevail@gmail.com
mailto:%20puppetcomp@yahoo.com
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The second would be our Guild Logo, printed in heat 

press vinyl, available in a number of colors (modeled 

here by the lovely Lorelei Arnold).  

Details about cost, size, color and style will come out in 

the May newsletter, but order time may be short, in 

order to have T-Shirts printed and ready for Happy 

Hollow on June 5th. So, this gives you a bit of a heads 

up to think about your wardrobe. You may want to 

order both! 

Your T-Shirt Committee 

Fred Riley-Chair, Camilla Henneman, Lex Rudd, Lee 

Armstrong  

 

AN UNEXPECTED LESSON,   by Elisheva Hart  

  
PUPPET STORYTELLING MITTS  probably 
originated with a frustrated parent/preschool 

A commercial Dr. Seuss puppet storytelling mitt (not for sale) is the 

centerpiece of (for sale) Dr.Seuss books at Petaluma Library's 

"Dorothy's Place Book Store" during the beginning of last 

month. This familiar author's birthdate was March 2, 1904, which 

made a good tie-in with his books. 
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teacher's inability to put on, and keep on, 10 finger puppets at once.  The usefulness of finger 
puppets usually peaks before children reach kindergarten, although there is potentially a limited use 
in convalescent homes too.  They are handy to tuck in your 
pocket/backpack/fanny pack/storytelling apron, etc. And extremely 
useful in hospitals, at terminals and while riding  
buses/trains/planes, especially with delays -whether the audience is 
related to the puppeteer or not! 
  
Years ago I made a set of storytelling mitts of "The Little Red Hen", 
a familiar children's story which is an old folk tale, probably of 
Russian origin.  The familiar, best known version in the US is the one 
published by Little Golden Books "back in the day".  They began 
publishing in the 1940's.  (I couldn't find exactly when they  
published LRH.) 
  
Appropriately a pair of garden gloves was the 
foundation underneath my cast.  The hen was made of red felt since 
it doesn't unravel or need hemming. 
I cut 2 profiles of her, sewed them together, leaving a space 
between her non-existent legs so she could be stuffed and then 
crammed over-and sewed onto-the top of the glove's thumb.  Since 
she is the main character and gets a lot of action, I placed her on the 
thumb of my dominant hand.  Her head faced the same direction as 
my thumb nail (at right angles to the fingers).  This seemed to give 
her a good range of motion.  However it was good to try out various 
positions before sewing her on permanently. 
  
She had a slightly spread pair of wings-double layers of felt-which 
were sewed on a little loosely so they would move a tad as she 
moved.  Scraps of yellow felt (or acrylics) made a beak and comb.  
Her eyes glittered to give needed focus 
and life (a truism, useful for all but 
zombie puppets).  Small black Indian 
beads were perfect beady birds eyes. 
  
The other 4 fingers of this glove had 
fuzzy yellow pompoms sewed onto 
their tips as her chickies.  Craft stores 
may carry these.  However they are 
extremely easy to make.  FYI, for 
instructions google how to make 
pompoms.  There is a short U tube 
listed.  The chicks had no added details 
such as eyes, bodies, etc. just little 
fuzzy balls.  By turning my hand on its 
back and cupping it, the chicks could 
"settle" into a nest and Mama could hunker down over them by thrusting my thumb backwards. The 
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chicks could also trail after Mama by pushing my  thumb forward and letting the chicks line up 
behind. 
  
The other glove became the lazy animals.  They were 3 basically silver dollar sized-round or oval-
lightly stuffed felt heads, each sewed on to the front of the glove's finger tips. I experimented 
with my hand to see which of my fingers could isolate from the others most easily.  Also extension 
and mobility are important.  Often our ring fingers have the least flexibility.  Combinations might be 
thumb, pointer, middle, or pointer, middle, ring  or ???  The two unused fingers will be folded down 
to the palm during the show.  Be sure to sew the heads right side up onto the fingertips of the glove 
 so they will be upright as the fingers are raised for their "stage entrance".  To exit, the heads popped 
down against the palm. 
  
I had a pig, a dog, and a cat for the lazy animals.  To add Incidental Movement to these limited actors, 
I gave Piggy a protruding snout with a ring through it, which could flap to and fro.  Cat had shiny bling 
in the form of dangling earrings and matching necklace.  Dog had droopy ears which flopped and a 
bow, also floppy.  Since the definition of a puppet includes movement, these suggestions help these 
limited puppets become animated.  I didn't use any props.  Couldn't decide how to manage them.  
Although for very young children, a wheat stalk, grinding wheat between rocks, and a small loaf of 
bread-real or fake-could be shown ahead of time. 
  
I made this set of storytelling puppets while working at Phoebe Hearst Preschool, near Webster and 
Geary (across from Japan Town) in San Francisco during the mid 1980's.  This was the school Lettie 
Schubert, one of our Guild founders, went to back in the 1930's!  And she always swore that this 
school set her on the artistic path.  The building included a large, well equipped room underneath the 
main part, which was dedicated-through endowment-to be available as a free art workshop for the 
neighborhood children.  The school backed up to a large public housing project.  Most of the 
attendees to the art workshop were elementary school aged.  A main rule was no making gang 
paraphernalia. 
  
Having entertained the preschoolers with my little show of "The Little Red Hen" I wondered how the 
neighborhood kids would like it.  They were very attentive.  And when it was over wow! Major 
Culture Collision was revealed.  Basically the LRH's Work Ethic Culture was totally incomprehensible 
to the children's We Share What We've Got With All Culture. 
  
What an eye opener!  Yes, one attitude doesn't fit all!  A lesson to remember. 
 

Don’t be fooled 
Insist on real puppets at every puppet show you attend.  Lately guild members have been reporting that there 

have been shows in the Bay Area using fake puppets.  This is a bad trend and not in the interest of dedicated 

puppeteers everywhere.  Please support your local guild members by walking out of or loudly protesting any 

puppet show you attend that does not have real puppets.  If you yourself or any puppeteers you know feel the 

desire to try out using fake puppets please immediately call another guild member who can talk you out of this 

dangerous choice.  Remember: A real puppet is a good puppet.  Let’s end fake puppets now! 
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Calendar 
A tantalizing taste of the many upcoming puppetry events that can be found on the guild Calendar at 

http://www.sfbapg.org/events/ 

Friday, April 1 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

WhenFeb 12 – Apr 10, 2016 

WhereChildren's Fairyland, 699 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland, CA 94610, United States (map) 

DescriptionBeatrix Potter’s famous character comes to life in this funny retelling of her classic tale. Peter is 

told not to go into Mr. McGregor’s garden. Bust does that stop him? Of course not. See what happens when 

Peter learns a very important lesson. Featuring original songs adapted from famous Gilbert and Sullivan 

operettas. Adapted by Randal Metz. Puppets by Lewis Mahlmann. Songs & music by Tony Jonick. Scenery 

based on Beatrix Potter watercolors, by Annie Wong. Shows are at 11:00, 2:00 and 4:00. 

 Happy Hollow: Maya la Valiente & The Frog Prince 

Saturday, April 2 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

10:30am 

 San Leandro: Puppylocks and the Three Bears 

WhenSat, April 2, 10:30am – 11:30am 

12:00pm 

 Occidental - 11th Annual Fool’s Day Parade 

WhenSat, April 2, 12pm – 2pm 

WhereCommunity Center (Bohemian Hwy @ Graton Rd. across from Occidental Center for the Arts). (map) 

DescriptionSponsored by OCA and participating local merchants, with special THANKS to Barley & Hops Tavern 

and Hazel Restaurant Calling all Fools for the 11th Annual Occidental Fools Parade! Meet and set up 12-1 pm at 

Community Center (Bohemian Hwy @ Graton Rd. across from OCA). Parade begins at 1 pm and wends its silly 

way through town, ending at Occidental Center for the Arts front parking lot for spontaneous merriment! 

Frolic with mad-cap folks and The Hub Bub Club! Coronate the Foolish King & Queen! Enjoy BBQ and Lunapillar 

rides and more! Bring your instrument, band, voice, magic tricks, juggling act or whatever because after the 

traditional parade, the OCA auditorium will open for a come-one-come-all Open Mic Show, starting around 2 

PM. To make sure you get your fifteen minutes of fame, reserve a slot by emailing Patrick Fanning: 

fanning@sonic.net. Tell Patrick what kind of act you plan and how many microphones/instrument inputs you 

need. For quick setup, keep it simple—for example, don’t bring your own amps. We’ll run everything direct 

through our sound system. Closer to the day, all performers will be notified with an approximate stage time. 

http://www.occidentalcenterforthearts.org/fools-parade-2016/ 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Children%27s%20Fairyland%2C%20699%20Bellevue%20Avenue%2C%20Oakland%2C%20CA%2094610%2C%20United%20States
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Community%20Center%20%28Bohemian%20Hwy%20%40%20Graton%20Rd.%20across%20from%20Occidental%20Center%20for%20the%20Arts%29.
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Sunday, April 3 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

Monday, April 4 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

11:00am 

 SFSU - Power of the Puppet in Performance Classes 

WhenMon, April 4, 11am – 1pm 

Where1600 Holloway Ave., San Francisco, CA 94132 (map) 

DescriptionPower of the Puppet in Performance. Register by 04/01 to sign up for this "Hands On" puppetry 

course taught by Lee Armstrong at SF State. This theater/art based class will explore the power of the puppet, 

its diversity in world culture and its performance potential. It will include lecture, demonstration, video clips, 

discussion and “hands-on” puppetry. View rare footage and discuss the works of master puppeteers. Discover 

the uses of puppetry in teaching and therapy. Create a hand puppet or a moving mouth (Muppet-style) 

puppet. Develop puppet personalities and bring the character to life. Delve into story creation, staging and 

puppeteering techniques. Learn the basics of TV puppeteering. Put it all together in a final project in order to 

appreciate the puppet in performance. Lee Armstrong, TV puppeteer, was hired by Jim Henson in 1982 to work 

on his Emmy award winning “Fraggle Rock.” She has met, or worked with, many of the puppeteers featured in 

the course material. Film credits include “Being John Malkovich” and “Monkeybone.” She is the recipient of 

two regional Emmys. For over 20 years, she has co-owned Images in Motion, which specializes in bringing art 

to life, from TV puppetry to 3D printing. She is active in the Bay Area puppetry community, and has lectured at 

several bay area OLLIs. More info at http://www.campusce.net/sfsu/course/course.aspx… and video at 

http://olli.sfsu.edu/…/olli-vid…/current-courses/qh2hpnin6BU 

Tuesday, April 5 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

Wednesday, April 6 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

Thursday, April 7 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

Friday, April 8 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

3:30pm 

 Sacramento: McKinley Library - Carnival Mask 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=1600%20Holloway%20Ave.%2C%20San%20Francisco%2C%20CA%2094132
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WhenFri, April 8, 3:30pm – 4:30pm 

WhereMcKinley Library, 601 Alhambra Blvd, Sacramento, CA 95816, United States (map) 

DescriptionAudience members join Magical Moonshine Theatre on stage to help tell this fun, participatory 

puppet folktale in Spanish and English. 

Saturday, April 9 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

Sunday, April 10 

 Children's Fairyland: Peter Rabbit 

Monday, April 11 

11:00am 

 SFSU - Power of the Puppet in Performance Classes 

Wednesday, April 13 

 Children's Fairyland: Puff The Magic Dragon 

WhenApr 13 – May 30, 2016 

WhereChildren's Fairyland, 699 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland, CA 94610, United States (map) 

DescriptionThis is the story of Jackie Paper, who befriends with an imaginary dragon named Puff. When the 

land of Honah Lee is in trouble, they use imagination to outwit pirates, save falling stars from the sky, and 

eventually restore the magical rainbow that powers Puff’s homeland. Based on the famous Peter Yarrow song. 

Puppets and adaptation by Randal Metz. Songs by Tony Jonick. Shows are at 11:00, 2:00 and 4:00. 

Thursday, April 14 

 Children's Fairyland: Puff The Magic Dragon 

4:00pm 

 Folsom Public Library - Puppet Art Theater Jack and the Beanstalk! 

WhenThu, April 14, 4:00pm – 4:45pm 

WhereFolsom Public Library Georgia Murray Building 411 Stafford Street Folsom, CA 95630 (map) 

DescriptionFolsom Public Library April 14, 2016 at 4:00 pm – 4:45 pm Jack and the Beanstalk! 

http://puppetarts.com/upcoming-events/ Folsom Public Library Georgia Murray Building 411 Stafford Street 

Folsom, CA 95630 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=McKinley%20Library%2C%20601%20Alhambra%20Blvd%2C%20Sacramento%2C%20CA%2095816%2C%20United%20States
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Children%27s%20Fairyland%2C%20699%20Bellevue%20Avenue%2C%20Oakland%2C%20CA%2094610%2C%20United%20States
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Folsom%20Public%20Library%20Georgia%20Murray%20Building%20411%20Stafford%20Street%20Folsom%2C%20CA%2095630

