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A rare backstage view of a performance at Oaklaahyfand as Randal Metz and
Kristina Ballard work hand puppets in the newly mefeled puppet stage at the annual
Puppet Fair which was the site of the August goikkting, pot luck and all round good
time!
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From Your President: Our August membership meetings a year (as well as people also perform 2 puppet characters
meeting at Oakland’s Fairyland was a by contacting board members or using  at the same time. With jaw-dropping
huge success! Several dozen guild the email list to air proposals or song subjects such as "The Internet is
members watched a multitude of puppet suggestions.) With this new system the for Porn", or "You're a Little Bit

shows, helped with the exhibit and craft guild should be able to operate more Racist", and "It Sucks to be Me", a
table, came to the meeting and had a  smoothly and serve the members and  Gary Colman played by a woman and a

delicious pot-luck. The weather the art form more efficiently. Special wild sex scene between two puppets,
matched the company; perfect! thanks to all of the guild members who this is not a Sesame Street puppet show,
Special thanks to guild member Randal responded and contributed to the nor is it authorized .or supported by the
Metz and the Oakland Fairyland staff discussion on this proposal through Henson Company or Children’s Theater
and crew for hosting the guild at this email, phone, and attending the Workshop.

annual Fairyland event. Thanks alsoto meeting. The discussions were good The writers chose to not hide the

Lee Armstrong, Kim Hertz, Mary and productive and will benefit the puppeteers behind a curtain because
Decker, Tia Smirnoff, Valerie Nelson, guild in the long term. they felt it added to the believability of
Sharon Clay, Kathleen Graham, and the puppets, who talk directly to the
Randal Metz for mounting and guarding  Ayvenue Q in S.F audience. The actors also express the

the exhibit and peopling the craft table.
Many of the craft materials used at the
craft table came from Lettie Schubert's
donations, as well as from Karen Prell,
and Images in Motion. Lapsed

same emotions of the puppets - a
challenge for sure - to sing, dance, act
and lip-sync all at the same time in full
view of the audience..

The music is catchy, the puppetry is

On August 30 a guild group (22
people!) went to see Avenue Q in S.F.
Sharon Clay could not attend with the
guild but went the day before and
submitted this review:

members renewed their memberships excellent and the show is really fun. |
and new members joined the guild, have seen it twice, and several of the
which speaks to the good feelings of the experienced cast members have been in
day. the show in New York or in Las Vegas.

Just a few Avenue Q Facts: There are
At one of the better attended general
meetings in recent guild history, there
was a very positive discussion before
guild members almost unanimously (ho
“nays”, one abstention) voted to change
the guild structure from the current 4-5
officers to a nine member board. The
intent of the members will be written
into “bylaw-ese” by the procedures
committee (headed by Mary Decker)
and the current officers have been
entrusted by the members to come up
with a workable transition plan to move
as smoothly as possible from the current

Guild members attended a
performance of the Tony Award
winning musical “Avenue Q" on
Thursday, August 3Dat the
Orpheum Theater in San
Francisco.

Avenue Q is not a puppet show. It
is a musical that USES puppets to
help tell it's story, about a group
of people who live in the State of

system to the new one. Highlights of Mind, NY - on Avenue Q Guild member (and performer at Fairyland on
the change: there will be nine board (because Avenue A is too Saturday) Nick Barone poses here with Zack, a
members to oversee the guild runnings. expensive.). young puppeteer from San Diego who has

The foam based puppets in most  performed at the Marie Hitchcock Theater in
cases don't have lower halves (a  S.D. as well as at the Puppet Rampage Festival
no-no according to any puppet (see the T shirt?) in St. Paul as part of the
performance instruction | was ever children’s workshop there. Zack was delighted
given) - yet this does not impair to find, by chance, the puppet fair on a family
their believability. The puppets trip to the Bay Area. Guild members and
(made by Rick Lyon and about 10 volunteers in the background include (from L)
other people) are performed by Kim Hertz, Yumi Ozaki and Conrad Bishop.

one or two people, and one or two

These members will be elected from the
membership for a three year term with
three new or incumbent members
elected each year so that there are
always at least 6 experienced board
members to provide continuity for the
board. The board itself will select its
own officers annually, and members
will have formal input at 4 general
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over 50 puppets in the show - 6 Kate
Monsters, 7 Princetons, 4 Lucy the
Sluts, 4 Trekkie Monsters, 6 Nickys, 4
Rods, plus all the box puppets and the
giant Kate Monster puppet.

Oznowitz's home. We were to auction
off the great collection of books, prints,
and puppet paraphernalia and keep the
proceedings for the Guild treasury.
Marian was heading towards a new life

We attended the matinee on Wednesday as a Zen Buddhist nun! Exiting stage

and spoke to actor Robert McClure
(who played Princeton and Rod), after
the show. The cast knew that the Guild
was bringing "A HUGE GROUP" the
next day, and they were very pleased.

CONNECTING THE

DOTS

Zen and the Art of Puppetry

By Elisheva Hart

As a child, | loved to "connect-the-
dots" and then color in the picture. As
an adult | still love to "connect-the-
dots" with my life events, especially
when the picture shows me how my
various lives (puppetry, work, friends,
family, spiritual, etc.) intersect and
touch each other. Also the impact we
have on each other or on events. Here's
one | just discovered.

In 1968 or early 1969, | receive a phone
call, probably from Lettie Schubert,
asking me to drive my station wagon
from my home in (pre-Silicon Valley)
Sunnyvale to Los Altos. A former
SFBAPG member (and probably one of
the founders) lived there. | had heard of
Marian Derby. She had once been a
very active member and had been
instrumental in getting an all guild
production of "The Ugly Duckling"
scripted and built. She also tape
recorded the script, as the easiest way
for a varying cast of Guild puppet
manipulators to tour. | think it was
performed only a couple of times or not
at all.

I'd joined the Guild 6 or 7 years earlier,
while it was in a cycle of low
memberships and had never met her.
Once | arrived at Marian's house, |
found that she was donating the
SFBAPG all of her puppet stuff to take
to a meeting at Frances and Mike

left from the puppetry world.

At the end of this July | was staying for
the last few days of my vacation in the
Guest House of Green Gulch Farms Zen
Center, near Stinson Beach in Marin
county. In the lobby of the Guest House
were a stack of, not the Giddeon Bible
as in motels/hotels, but a classic
seminal book entitled, "Zen Mind,
Beginners Mind, Informal Talks on Zen
Meditation and Practice" by Shunryu
Suzuki, first published in 1970, now in
its tenth printing. It was the first simple
book for Americans interested in Zen
meditations. Picking up the book |
opened it to page 14 in the introduction
and read:

"This book was conceived and initiated
by Marian Derby, a close disciple of
Suzuki-roshi and organizer of the Los
Altos Zen group. Suzuki-roshi joined
the zazen meditations of this group
once or twice a week, and after each
meditation period he would talk to
them, encouraging their practice and
helping them with their problems.
Marian taped his talks and soon saw
that as the group developed the talks
acquired a continuity and development
which would work well as a book and
could be a much-needed record of
Suzuki-roshi's remarkable spirit and
teaching. From her transcriptions of
talks made over a period of several
years, she put together the first draft of
the present book."

And if Marian Derby had not first been
a puppeteer, she probably never would
have owned a decent quality tape
recorder and this classic book never
would have been written and published.
ANOTHER SET OF DOTS
CONNECTED!
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Guild member Larry Schmidt’s soft
Halloween haunt continues to
evolve. Want to get involved in whe
is fast becoming a beloved Oakland
tradition? Larry is still hiring
puppeteers and puppet makers. |If
you are interested in talking to Larry
about his project, his number is 510
531-7635.

HALLOWEEN WORK PARTY
Come carve a jack o’ lantern or helg
with other festive Halloween
trappings for Larry Schmidt's
Halloween extravaganza. The Guild
is scheduling #&entative work party
at Larry’s house in Oakland on
Sunday, Oct 26. This is contingent
on what Larry might need help with.
Guild members will receive an email
with confirming date for work party
in mid October, or members can cal
Lee Armstrong at 707 996-9474. If
you've never seen Larry’s Hallowee!
setup, you're in for a treat!

Traditional Japanese
Storytelling and Puppetry

Workshop

Hanford, CA

Date: Saturday, October 13, 2007
Time: 1:00-5:00 pm

Location:Visalia Marriott

Workshop fee: $150 includes workshop
materials, and complimentary
admission to October 14 performance at
the Hanford Fox Theatre. $120 for
Clark Center members.

Participants in this exclusive workshop
designed for practicing performing



Pics from the Puppet Fair at Fairyland (photos Mis¢s & S.Clay) clockwise from upper left: the tise wins in Fairyland's

production of “Aesop’s Fables,” Vagabond Puppet& Bad Wolf and a Groucho looking pig in "A daytl®e Forest - 3 Pigs,

Marx Brothers' Style"., Nick Barone Puppets’ "T-Réwnderlizard's Wild West Show!," puppets to \a¢the outdoor exhibit,
Tia “engineers” the craft table, young puppeteeragiice at the Johnson'’s puppet play tent.

artists and traditional Japanese arts
specialists will have the rare
opportunity to work intensively in a
small group setting with two of the
preeminent practitioners of traditional
Japanese performing arts in Japan
today. The workshop will provide a
brief overview of the history of the
centuries-old arts of Shinnai narrative
singing and Kuruma Ningyo puppetry,
then, facilitated by an interpreter, will
receive instruction in the content of
traditional performances of these art
forms, modes of accompaniment
(musical and vocal), technical aspects
of voice control, puppet manipulation,
learn about details of the puppet-
making, and traditional training
practices particular to these art forms.
Ample time will be provided for free
discussion to allow participants to
direct discussion to areas of particular
personal or professional interest.

This is a rare opportunity to work with
Japanese Living National Treasure,
Tsuruga Wakasanojo Xl, headmaster of
the Tsuruga School of Shinnai narrative
singing, one of only 57 performing
artist to hold this highest designation
for cultural arts performers in Japan.
Although not a requirement, experience

in some area of the performing arts is
preferred. Due to the nature of the
workshop, in the case of overbooking,
applications from storytelling and
puppetry professionals will be given
priority for admission.

Space is limited to 30 participants, so
please reserve early to ensure a spot.
More information will be forthcoming
closer to the date. To receive updates as
more information becomes available,
please feel free to contact Cheryl Chan
at the Clark Center for Japanese Art and
Culture.

15770 Tenth Avenue, Hanford, CA,
93230, 559-582-4915

News from Puppeteers of

America

by Mary Decker

Good things are happening in PofA
these days! In July, we wrapped up the
2007 national festival, Puppet
Rampage, and registrations were sold
out -- to the tune of 540 attendees. Over
100 of those registrations came from
newcomers! Many thanks to the Puppet
Rampage staffers for all the months and
months of volunteer time they gave to
this festival.
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And now, for our next act.... The 2009
national festival will be in Atlanta! The
PofA festival will be based at Georgia
Tech University, and will be closely
connected to the magnificent Center for
Puppetry Arts, just a few miles away.
The festival staff, directed by Jeff

Hi Puppeteers

If you have a moment, please check o
our puppet commercial for the Heinz
Commercial Competition. The spot ca
be viewed at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spe
EfqOXdmk. If you can, write a review.
Send the link to friends. Your
participation will help raise it on the
list!

Mike Wick, of Images In Motion, was
the writer, director and puppet builder
of this 30 sec. spot. The Images In
Motion team (credits including the
Round Table pizza puppets) brought
the cast of food puppets to life. It was
shot in the Images In Motion studio,
editing by Kamela Portuges and Kiero
Robbins.

Thank you

Lee Armstrong

Images In Motion Media Inc.

720 Ladera Dr., Sonoma, CA 95476
www.imagesmedia.com

707 996-9474




POSITION IN PUPPETRY

Puppet Productions Creativity Ministry
is planning the 2008 Training Tour and
we're looking for some very special
people to send out on the road. Touring
in 2008 will be a unique experience for
our instructors. We will be presenting
the usual Training Workshops and
Festivals for churches of course, but
we'll alsobe offering daytime training
sessions for Law Enforcement and Fire
Prevention personnahdthere will be
regular potential for local television
interviews as well. Interested persons
can get more info at
http://www.puppetproductions.com/eme
Is/tour08mail.html

Cornett, is already hard at work
preparing an international festival that
no one should miss. This is gonna be
big, folks. The PofA fest will only be
ONE part of this huge international
event.

Other good news: There are three new
trustees who were elected to be on the
PofA Board, and they are smatrt, clear-
thinking individuals who will help this
organization move in the right
direction: Don Kruszka from
Bakersfield (formerly from the Great
Arizona Puppet Theater in Phoenix);
Nancy Aldrich from Portland, OR (with
Tears of Joy Theater); and Pix Smith
(Dallas, TX). The other, continuing
trustees

for 2007-2008 are: Wayne Krefting
from MN (President); Karen Backes
from MN (VP); Marie Thompson from
lowa (Secretary); John Scollon from
SC; Anna Vargas from NY; and Mary
Decker from CA (moi). More election
news: The recent ballot measure to
change the PofA Bylaws was defeated.
In order to change the PofA Bylaws, a
67% majority was needed to pass the
proposed change. The final vote
garnered only 54%.

So, what do PofA Trustees do? I'll try
to answer this question more in
upcoming columns... But here's a

starter: Each PofA Trustee is the liaison
for certain committees. In my case, | am

the liaison for the committees that deal
with Scholarships, Awards, the
Endowment, and Nominations for the

Board. Now a call for
volunteers! If you would like to
volunteer to be on a PofA
committee, | would love to hear
from you! The Board is
implementing a rotation
schedule for the members of
various committees, and we
need new blood. (Yay for term
limits!) Go to page 13 of your
PofA Directory, check out the

From September 12-October 18, Theatre
Impressions, art exhibit by guild member
Ronna Leon, at Benicia Library Art Gallery,
150 East L St., Benicia, CA 94510 - Gallery
Hours M-Th 10am-9pm, F-Sat Noon-6pm.

various committees, and let the
Board know what you might be
interested in doing. Until next time,
Mary Decker, PofA Trustee, 650-361-
1310, marydeck abcglobal.net

CALENDAR

Calendar Editor: Conrad Bishop

NICK BARONE PUPPETS
www.nbpuppets.com

Saturday, Sept. 15, 2007 - 2:30 pm
"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Revue"

Mill Valley Fall Arts Festival

Old Mill Park, Mill Valley, CA
Sunday, Sept. 16, 2007 - 2:30 pm
"Puss in Boots "

Mill Valley Fall Arts Festival

Old Mill Park, Mill Valley, CA
Saturday, Sept. 29, 1:00 pm
"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

Home Front Festival By-the-Bay,
Marina Park & Green, Marina Bay
Parkway, Richmond, CA

Sunday, Sept. 30, 1:30 pm

"Tales from the Enchanted Forest"
Saint Philip's Annual Carnival, 665
Elizabeth Street, San Francisco, CA
Sunday, Sept. 30, 3:30 pm
"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

Home Front Festival By-the-Bay,
Marina Park & Green, Marina Bay
Parkway, Richmond, CA

MAGICAL MOONSHINE THEATRE

Page 5

www.magicalmoonshine.org
September 8, 200-/Think Green

Music World Music Festival at Skyline
Park in Napa, CA, MMT will lead 2
participatory recycled puppet
performances at 2:30 and 4:00 pm. For
more info visit the Festival website at
www.thinkgreen-
worldmusicfestival.com

September 20, 2007Coyote Sings" at

Brookhill Elementary, 1850 Vallejo St.,
Santa Rosa, CA at 6:30 pm. For more
info call Brookhill El. at 707-522-3120.

TINKER'S COIN PRODUCTIONS
Saturday, Sept. 1, 2:30 pm

“The Three Billy Goats Gruff”
Sacramento Zoo, Sacramento, CA
Saturday, Sept. 15, 4:30 pm

"It Happened One Summer or The Tale
of Two Plots"

Mill Valley Arts Festival.

Jarvis Conservatory’s 11" Annual
Puppet Festival Friday, Sept 21 at

7:00 pm and Saturday, Sept. 22 at 7:00
pm, in Napa, CA Tickets $20 for
adults, $10.00 for children. Puppet
workshop September 22 at 1:00 pm,
$15.00 for adults and children.
Performers: Parasol Puppet’s “Circus,”
and Coad Canada Puppets “Harlequin’s
Cloak.” 1711 Main St., Napa, CA,
94559, (707) 255-5445
WWw.jarvisconservatory.com

AND IN OCTOBER—

PuppetLOVE! 2007



Producing a Demo Reel

by Lee Armstrong Images in Motion Inc. (www.imagesmedia.com
Video is a dynamic marketing tool for your puppetvices. To expand into larger venues, for bookinfpreign countries and
applying for grants to arts organizations, a videalmost a prerequisite. Video on the internetloam marketing tool, a
creative outlet, and a calling card to the world.
Demo Reel Research
In general, a demo reel should be a highlight teitte dynamic pictures and clear audio. Researaletermine your client’s
needs, and design your video accordingly.
Watch a number of demo reels, both puppet and gknergive you ideas about structuring your rééle easiest way to view
is over the internet. Type “demo reel” inkovw.youtube.comSearch production directories, suchwagv.LA411.com(check
out puppets/animatronics). Look at director’s redlsww.boardsmag.conEnter in names of puppeteers/companies and see if
they have a demo reel steaming at their site. @hBrothers, The Puppet Studio, Punch & Brodie)etc
Some companies divide their demo reels into stegnnents on their website. Check aatw.spectralmotion.comrhey have
a 60 sec overview. If a client wants to see mdrey tan then click on a longer version. On yoursitebyou could divide
your demo reel into short clips. For example, sheets on performance, building, recent productiets
Total Running Time (TRT)
A demo reel of your puppet show that will go tofeits Council, puppet festival or theatrical bookeeds to be long enough
to give them a good idea of the show and highligatstrengths of the production. Some clients maigi on a reel of the
entire production. Many will want a highlight tapihe California Arts Council, for example, requestspe of a live show, no
longer than 20 minutes, the first part (5-10 misyiteeing highlights, and the finally 10-15 minubesng a complete excerpt. A
theatrical booker may only want to see a five merD¥/D. Always put your best work up front. Many of these reels start
with a montage that gives a 30-60 second highlbigihe production.
A TV production company or ad agency may watchfitise 30 seconds of a reel. If they like what tlseg, they may watch
more. A typical reel for this client is 1-3 minutesg. Most demo reels start with a montage, tostie variety of work.
Content & Style
Consider what makes your services, or show, spantimake sure that comes across in your reel. Bsigghyour strengths.
Reels can include ...

A montage of close-ups of your beautifully craffrppets, either from video or scanned photos.

Sound bites from an enthusiastic booker, and/oieagd.

“Behind the scenes” visuals, i.e. a sped-up lookaasset up your ingenious puppet stage
Clips can be cut to music. A voiceover might expliie services you offer. A montage might condigwvery puppet you've
built doing a different pratfall...
Pre-existing Materials
Review and log any pre-existing, good quality fgetaReview photos that could be used. Then, visai&low you want to use
this. Next, make a list of the shots/performanagdge you need to acquire.
Video Production
Most puppeteers hire a videographer or video priclucompany to make their reel. However, everoii’'ye not doing your
own shooting and editing, learn as much about itheovprocess as you can. Then you will have monérabover the process.
There is excellent information online. (Check dé YouTube U article in the past Guild newslett&dme cable companies
offer free video classes as part of their franch@ements. There are inexpensive video coursegigiale at community
colleges.
Select arexperiencedvideo company/videographer. View their work, idg&icluding demo reel samples.
If you have no budget, a local TV or cable accésson might be willing to shoot your performaniét can be used in their
programming. Barter a puppet show for video sesri@fer a show or a “behind the scenes” look atrygudio to a video
student in need of a college project.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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PRODUCING A DEMO REEL, CONT:

Video Quality

FROM PAGE 6

Acquire footage with the best equipment you caardfto shoot and edit with. (Remember that highetity source footage
will require more computer memory for editing, $wices you make in acquiring footage may also affex editing budget.)
Cameras and formats change so rapidly, that tkeniet is the best source for current informatidmere is a wealth of
information on line, at YouTube and current issogideo magazines, like Videomaker.

The quality of the camera, the lens and the rengrtiipe, plus good lighting, video engineering pratluction values
determine the quality of the source footage. Iregeln the more lines of resolution recorded bydémmera, the better the
picture will look. Below is a look at formats andrfzontal lines of resolution

VHS - about 240 lines.

Hi8 and S-VHS - up to 400 lines
Digital Video (DVCam, miniDV, Digital8) - up to 50lnes.
Professional formats like Digital Beta - in exce$300 lines.
When you move into the HD realm, the common varigiinclude ...
720p — 720 progressively scanned lines.
1,080i - 1080 interlaced lines
1,080p — 1080 progressively scanned lines. Shaquedity.
Keep in mind that HD is delivered in a widescreemfat (16:9) rather than the normal TV format aB}4Also, if the reel is
viewed on a standard TV, lines of resolution wikxrout at around 500.

Video Editing

Video editing is the process of manipulation vid®ages and recorded audio. This includes cuttiggneats (trimming), re-
sequencing clips, and adding transitions and atpecial effects. Usually, the source material gstidied onto the computer’s
hard drive, then these clips are arranged in tlitepeacess.
Select an editor who can work with the tape forngats have for your source footage. Before the éatityour tapes. Identify
the segments on your source tape that you plaseoRlan the order of your clips. For the editisadsring in any music,

graphics, logos, etc. that you need.

Annotate your reel. If you've produced materialwithers, give them credit and explain your path&production.
Strive to get the best quality video and audio seumaterial for your reel.
Once you have source footage, take care of it. @eeyears this raw material can be edited intoynutifierent tapes,

documenting your work.

Keep your demo reel fresh and current. Your derabgieould be a constantly evolving showcase of yark.
Check out our latest demo reebatw.imagesmedia.com

CALENDAR, CONT.

www.zeitgeist.net/wfca

Friday & Saturday, Oct. 5-6, 8 pm

Two evenings of experimental, political
& emerging puppetry

At CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission Street
atg"

San Francisco, CA

Reservations: (415) 905-5958

CAL PERFORMANCES
https://commerce.cpsma.berkeley.edu/C
PPresents/

Saturday, Oct. 13, 8:00 pm & Sunday,
Oct. 14, 3:00 pm

Bunraku—The National Puppet Theatre
of Japan

Zellerbach Hall, UC/Berkeley

California Shakespeare Theater
www.calshakes.org

Shadow Puppet Shakespeare class for
9-12-year-old starting in October. 8
weeks, 4-6pm on Tuesdays

Students will design shadow puppets
and act scenes from Shakespeare.

head or mask and covering materials
and techniques for foam. Then, try your
hand at building a puppet head or mask,
just in time for Halloween. Supplies

will be provide by the Guild (a small

fee to cover materials may apply). Date,
time and place are being worked out,
but will be Oct 13, 14, 20 or 21.

OCTOBER GUILD MEETING!

FOAM FRENZY

Guild members have asked, and here i
is! FOAM FRENZY is a “hands on”
workshop in foam construction. A
demonstration by foam experts, Nick
Barone, Mike Wick and Kamela
Portuges will cover making basic
shapes out of sheet polyfoam, plus
more advanced foam construction
methods, including how build a puppet
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(Some of you may recall guild membe
Lee Armstrong of Images in Motion
was one of the judges on this contest.
Axtell Video Competition Winners
Steve Axtell of Axtell Expressions has
posted the winners of the Puppet Vide
Competition. All contestants used
Axtell puppets in their clips. Great
marketing idea and a good way of
providing a creative outlet for talented
puppeteers. Categories were Adult,
Teen and Child. Check them out at
www.axtell.com




San Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guild

PO Box 2296
Yountville, CA 94599
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