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 OCTOBER GUILD MEETING PERFORMANCE: 
Janaki Ranpura performing LOVESICK SEA PLAY 
 
It’ s fit you should know how Billy the Pyrate was chas’d crost the High seas 
by the crafty spinster Sue, how She gaoled him in the narrow bedchamber of 
her Heart & loosed on him the mad Aloneness of her Sex. 
 
A Shadow Theater Adventure shared ‘ twixt Practitioner & Publick.  FREE.  
See calendar for details on Page 5. 
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The former Guild President of 
Orange County Puppetry Guild, 
Buddy Big Mountain and his wife 
Diana will be attending the 
American Indian Film Festival, at 
the Palace of Fine Arts in San 
Francisco on November 12, 2005. 
He has been requested to perform his 
Ventriloquist Act "Dummies Nite 
Out" and one of his Naive Dancer 
Marionettes "The Grass Dancer" and 
will also be a presenter for one of the 
Awards. 

Guild Member Mary 
Decker to Join Puppeteers 
of Amer ica Trustees 
 
Dear SFBAPG members, 
 
Toward the beginning of August, one of 
the trustees on the Puppeteers of 
America Board, Yostie Ashley, called 
the President, Paul Mesner, and told 
him that she wanted to resign. She had 
served two years and felt ready to leave, 
even though it was one year before the 
end of her term. Then Paul Mesner 
called me and asked me to fill the 
vacancy. After much (MUCH) thought, 
and after consulting a non-profit 
attorney about my liabilities, I decided 
to say Yes. It was not an easy decision. 
Trust me. 
 
I feel that at this moment, P of A is at a 
major crossroads. Membership has 
dropped over the last few years. 
Festivals have faced unprecedented 
hurdles. (There still is no venue 
selected for the 2007 national festival.) 
The Code (bylaws) needs to be re-
written. The Procedures need to be re-
written. The list goes on.  I hope that I 
will be able to do something to help the 
organization become more efficient, 
more professional, and more out-
reaching to the public. But I am 
painfully aware that I am only one of 
nine trustees on the Board. It will be an 
interesting year. If you have any 
concerns you want to express to the 
Board, please feel free to contact me. -
Mary Decker, marydeck@earthlink.net 
or 650-361-1310. 
 

Repor t on the Puppet 
Per formances at the Mill 
Valley Fall Ar ts Festival 
 
On the absolutely gorgeous weekend of 
September 17 and 18, audiences of 
children and adults enjoy the Children's 
Entertainment at the Mill Valley Fall 
Arts Festival. In the 20 years of 

providing entertainment for children 
this was probably the most enthusiastic 
and crowded audience we have ever 
had. There were three puppet acts 
featured as well as magicians, singers, 
storytellers. The Fratello Marionettes 
(Kevin Menegus and Mike Burroughs) 
have become a tradition thoroughly 
enjoyed by all ages. When they are on 
even Festival staff and exhibitors are 
spied trying to catch a glimpse from 
outside of the redwood grove. This year 
for the first time Tinker's Coin 
Production (Talib and Olivia Huff) 
brought their handpuppet show "It 
Happened One Summer or A Tale of 
Two Plots". It was very well received. 
Our third puppeteer was Benjie Nelson 
who repeated his hand puppet show 
"Fowl Play", which garnered him the 
UNIMA Award several years ago. 

Benjie also brought his new show "The 
Littlest Big Top". He has a delightful 
new character of a dog who does tricks 
- his way. Two crazy clowns carry on to 
the delight of the onlookers. The area 
was packed for all the puppet shows. 
Also appearing in other capacities were 
people you may know from guild 
activities : Jacqueline Lynaugh, "The 
Blue Fairy", as Mistress of Ceremonies 
and Blake Maxam, "The Wizard of 
Ahs", who heads up the Vagabond 
Puppets for the Oakland Parks and 
Recreation Department. Guild member 
Tia Smirnoff brought her Richardsons 
Bay Girl Scout troupe who assisted 
young artists in making origami puppets 
during the mornings before the 
entertainment program started. It was 
truly a magical and happy weekend. If 
you have a 25 minute show that can 
play in a rustic outdoor setting, please 
contact Lettie Schubert, volunteer 
coordinator for Children's 
Entertainment for MVFAF and 
founding member of SFBAPG. 
 
Book Review, by Lettie 
Schuber t 
 
Puppets Around The World by Meryl 
Doney, published by Franklin Watts, 
London is a book suitable for teachers. 
There are good photographs of puppets 
from other cultures, and then directions 
for making simple versions in the 
classroom. I purchased it from Amazon 
and it has taken a long time to get here, 
and since there was no picture on the 
website I had hoped that it would be a 
nice thick book with great photographs. 
Since the book is only 32 pages long 
and half the pages are devoted to 
instructions, there wasn't enough to 
satisfy me. But for a K-6 teacher it 
would be a great introduction to world 
puppetry. The resource lists are for 
British and Australian readers. $8.58 
Lettie 
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Thurs. Oct. 13–Sun. 23, 2005 
Nine gamelans. Five countries 

Two weeks. One festival 
Cowell Theater 

Fort Mason Center in 
San Francisco©s Marina District  

 
A Gathering of Gamelans offers the Bay Area the rare chance to 
experience the music, dance and shadow theater of five Southeast Asian 
countries in one continuous festival. Spotlighting internationally 
acclaimed groups led by master artists, this cultural tour of Java, Bali, 
Cambodia, the Philippines and Thailand showcases the breadth and depth 
of these artistic traditions, and culminates with a "gamelan" re-telling of a 
Shakespeare classic: A(Balinese)Tempest, fusing ShadowLight's 
cinematic, wide-screen theater with the music of Gamelan Sekar Jaya.  
The festival schedule is too large to reproduce in this newsletter, but 
readers are urged to go to the following website to see the entire 
schedule:  
http://www.shadowlight.org/slp/index.cfm?fuseaction=Announcements.D
isplayTempest 

Among the distinguished per formers will be SFBAPG 
Members Kathy Foley and Larry Reed 

The Cowell Theater, Fort Mason Center, San Francisco 
Box Office: (415) 345-7575, 11-5 Tues-Sat. 

Tickets; $15-20 

Calendar continued on Page 5 

I taly's Commedia dell'ar te 
troupe Piccolo Teatro di 
Milano in Berkeley  
A reminder: Italy's Commedia dell'arte 
troupe Piccolo Teatro di Milano will be 
performing Goldoni's Arlecchino, 
Servant of Two Masters at 
CalPerformances in a rare performance 
on October 26 to 30th in the Zellerbach 
Playhouse, UC Berkeley. Only catch - 
single tickets are $65, but call CalPerfs 
at 510-642-9988 to be sure that is 
correct. Evening performances and two 
matinees.  
 

Exhibit of Indian Puppets 
in San Rafael 
 
Opening Saturday, September 10th at 
the Higher Space Gallery in the new  
Rebound Bookstore in San Rafael, the 
show features more than 20 puppets  
from the provinces of Rajisthan and 
Orissa. The bookstore is open from 10  
to 6 daily at 1541 Fourth Street in San 
Rafael. The puppet are the collection of 
Joel Eis, proprietor of the store, and he 
chose his puppet collection to celebrate 
the opening. It will be up through 
November 1st. If you go, tell Mr. and 
Mrs. Eis that you are puppeteers and 
heard about it through SFBAPG. The 
phone number there is (415) 482-0550 
 

CALENDAR LISTINGS: 
 
NOTE:  Calendar  listings in 
this issue listed by ar tist, not 
by date. 
SHADOWLIGHT PRODUCTIONS 
and GAMELAN SEKAR JAYA 
Presents two weeks of performances at 
San Francisco's Cowell Theater--check 
box upper right for link to full listing. 
A GATHERING OF GAMELANS 
FESTIVAL 
Oct. 13-16, 2005 
A(BALINESE)TEMPEST 
Oct. 20-23, 2005 
http://www.shadowlight.org 

A GATHERING OF GAMELANS 
FESTIVAL 
Four nights of music, dance, and 
shadow 
theater from Indonesia, Cambodia, 
Philippines and Thailand (Oct 13-16) 
featuring: 
ShadowLight Productions & I Nyoman 
Sumandhi 
The UCSC Wayang Ensemble & 
Undang Sumarna 
Gamelan Sari Raras & Midiyanto 
Charya Burt & Ho Chan Ensemble 
Pusaka Sunda & Burhan Sukarma 
Thai Cultural Center of the San 

Francisco Bay Area 
Palabuniyan Kulintang Ensemble 
Gamelan Sekar Jaya: Jegog Ensemble 
 
A (BALINESE) TEMPEST 
Shadow Play on a Giant Screen with 
live 
gamelan orchestra (Oct 20-23) 
Larry Reed's ShadowLight Productions 
and Gamelan Sekar Jaya premiere 
a re-invention of the classic 
Shakespeare play in music and giant 
shadows 
This visually sensational event 
combines the best of shadow theater's 
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Calendar  L istings, On-going events: 
NEW EXHIBITION, ASIAN ART MUSEUM, 200 Larkin Street in San Francisco: "Shadows, Masks, and Music: Aspects of the Per forming Ar ts 
in Asia," April 23, 2005 through January 22, 2006--"The Museum's sampling of artworks and objects related to drama, dance and music. 
Instruments, masks and shadow puppets highlight both the entertaining and the transformative aspects of performing arts in Asia." Tue. through Sun. 
-10:00 am - 5 pm -Thur. Evenings ‘ til 9:00 pm.  $10 adults; $7 Seniors: $6 youths 12-17 and college; free members, under 12 and SFUSD students.  

 

Across 
 
4.     local puppet group 
5.     ShadowLight's Tunesters (see 

Calendar) 
7.     _______ show 
9.     location of September Guild 

Meeting 
11.   Krishna’s traditional protégé 
13.   Famous Monkey helper 
14.   Needs to be paid now 
15.   Santa Cruz Practitioner 
18.   traditional play board material 
21.   puppetshow Avatar 
24.   early illumination, still used today 
25.   length of traditional Indonesian 

puppet show 
26.   coffee, language, puppet place 
27.   East meets West, SF, Oct. 20 

(see Calendar!) 
 

Down 
 
1.     Javanese puppet master 
2.     straight and narrow 
3.     puppet orchestra 
6.     moving parts 
8.     Sita's heartthrob 
10.   president 
12.   required for shadow puppetry 
13.   puppet manipulating device 
14.   used to color shadows 
16.   traditional puppet material 
17.   puppeteer controls speed of 

music with her _______ 
19.   Wayang Kulit 
20.   traditional long puppet tale 
22.   rod puppet tradition 
23.   "all the world's" one 
 

This months puppetry crossword � 
 
 
 � �
 � � �� ��� 
 
 
 � �
 � � �� ��� 
 
 
 � �
 � � �� ��� 
 
 
 � �
 � � �� ��tests your knowledge of Indonesian puppetry in honor of the Gathering of Gamelans 
on October 13.  Some words may require you to search through the newsletter for more information.  Answer: page 7. 
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Upcoming Guild Meetings  
 
 Next Guild Meeting 
When: October 22 
Where: The Gate House at Fort Mason 
Time: 5 to 7:30pm 
Theme: PIRATES 
Show: Lovesick Sea Show @ 5:30, by Janaki Ranpura 
Come dressed as a pirate or  br ing a puppet and dress them as a pirate,  
or  a par rot or  skull and crossbones, ar rgh and shiver  me timbers tis  
the pirate life for  me. 
Join with us to re-create the Atmosphere of 19th c. Atlantic Piracy through Shadow 
puppets, Manipulated objects, and the Sounds of you the Audience. Follow Sue as she 
drowns in pursuit of Billy the Pyrate and resurfaces as an Island in the Sea. Track Billy as 
he Jumps ship to Avoid Love and washes ashore a Strange Island pocked with treacherous 
Holes where he Finds unexpected Treasure. 
Enter an enchanting Imaginascape made from Shadow Puppet Sets. Moving Shadow 
Figures transform into Live Human Beings that tell this Lovesick Sea Tale. 
Plumb the depths of desperate Fancy that cause Men and Women to become Pyrates. 
Would you Ply the desert Sea for the Sake of Your Love? 
 
 
A word on the November  meeting. 
The November meeting will once again take place in SFO, most likely on the 19th and at 
Fort Mason. There is a performance in the making and dates to straighten up. 

 
Paper Theatre stages can be quite elegant and take 
many forms and styles. 

Calendar listings by Artist, cont. 

ancient traditions with American 
theatrical and cinematic techniques. 
The Cowell Theater, Fort Mason 
Center, San Francisco 
Box Office: (415) 345-7575, 11-5 
Tues-Sat. 
Tickets; $15-20 
Group Discounts Available 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 
ShadowLight Productions 
www.shadowlight.org 
(415) 648-4461 
 
Nick Barone’s Calendar  L istings for  
October : 
Sunday, October  16 - 11:00 am & 
1:00 pm, "T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild 
West Review" 
Bread and Roses Family Day at the 
Bay Area Discovery Museum, Bay 
Area Discovery Museum, East Fort 
Baker, 557 McReynolds Road, 
Sausalito 
Monday, October  17 - 3:30 pm 
"Tales from the Enchanted Forest" 
El Sobrante Branch Library, 4191 
Appian Way, El Sobrante, CA 
Fr iday, October  21 - Two shows! 
"Tales from the Enchanted Forest" at 
4:00 pm, "T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild 
West Review" at 5:00 pm 
Presbyterian Early Learning Center 
Annual Carnival, Presbyterian Early 
Learning Center, 728 West Fremont 
Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 
Thursday, October  27 - 11:00 am 
"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West 
Review," Park Branch Library, 1833 
Page Street, San Francisco, CA 
L ittle Blue Moon Theatre listing: 
Fr iday, October  28, - 7:30 pm 
Halloween in Paper Theater- presenting 
“The Widow,”  “The Shaft of the 
Mummy” and a surprise title.  Adults 
only; shows contain nudity and adult 
situations.  $25.00.  Doors open at 7:00 
for refreshments.  At Wild Swan 
Aphrodisiacs in Napa.  Reservations a 
must, call 707-252-2253 for directions.  
More info at 
http://magicalmoonshine.org/blueinvite.
htm 

 
Paper Theatre Festival in 
Preetz, Germany 
By Michael Nelson, L ittle Blue 
Moon Theatre (see previous 
calendar listing for upcoming show) 
 
Toy or Paper Theatre is a theatre form 
that evolved in the mid 1800s as a 
printed model theatre that could be 
purchased, colored and assembled.  
Children (and adults) could 
then perform small 
productions in their living 
rooms or parlors for friends 
and family.  Themes could be 
classic plays, fairytales, 
scripts written for the paper 
theatre, or then-current 
productions from the 
legitimate theatre, including 
depictions of the actual 
prosceniums, sets and even 
likenesses of the popular 
actors of the day.  Today toy 
or paper theatre is enjoying 

a renaissance as experienced and 
professional performers take the roles 
once relegated to amateurs.  As to the 
relationship of paper theatre to puppet 
theatre, it probably is at least a close 
relative if not a subset of puppet 
theatre.  In paper theatre a human 
(puppeteer?) manipulates the paper 
actors generally by sliding them across 
the stage, doing voices for them and 
telling the story.  Occasionally the 
figures may be articulated and have 
controls to move an arm or other part, 



 
Page 6 

 
 Guild Classifieds 

WANTED: PUPPETEER 
Male Puppeteer needed. Experienced 
performer with good manipulation, 
acting ability, flexible voice and singing 
skills. Rod puppets, hand puppets and 
marionettes. Full-time position in a fun 
environment beginning January 2006. 
Salary and benefits. Must be absolutely 
reliable with own transportation. Artistic 
and musical skills a plus. 
Send resume, references and video or DVD 
audition to: 
 
Nancy Smith 
Great Arizona Puppet Theater 
302 W Latham St 
Phoenix AZ 85003 
602-262-2050 

 
California Ar ts Day 

CAC Staff Contact: Patty Milich ( pmilich@caartscouncil.com ) 
In order to increase awareness of and participation in the Arts statewide, the California 
Arts Council designated the first Friday in October of every year as Arts Day. Arts Day 
began not only as a celebration of creativity; in its first year it was part of the healing 
process after the tragedies of September 11 and served as an opportunity to coax people 
back into community and a chance to re-connect with humanity's finer instincts. 
The purpose of Arts Day is to demonstrate the role and value of arts and culture 
throughout our state. The California Arts Council has encouraged the celebration of 
Arts Day by working to make this a commonly recognized annual celebration using two 
simple messages: 

· The arts are important - economically, socially, and educationally. 
· The arts are everywhere. 
For more information visit: http://www.cac.ca.gov/?id=117 

Paper Theatre Festival, cont. 

but more often they are static.  Of note 
is that Great Britain’s Puppet and 
Model Theatre Guild (their equivalent 
of our Puppeteers of America) was 
originally the Model Theatre Guild, 
and then was expanded to include 
puppets.  So which is a subset of which 
might be up to interpretation. 
 
On the second weekend in September a 
group of dedicated paper theatre 
performers, collectors and fans gathered 
for three days of tiny theatre 
performances.  This year marked the 
18th annual occurrence of the Preetzer 
Papier Theater Treffen.  The 
performances are Lilliputian, with some 
performers (the paper ones) standing 
only 3-6 inches tall.  The event takes 
place in a school building, where 
classrooms are converted into small 
auditoriums (25 seats), with each of the 
fourteen paper theatre companies 
moving into their classrooms and 
setting up their stages for the duration 
of the 3 day event, performing between 
one and three times a day according to a 
complicated schedule that allows 
audience members and performers to 
wander from class to class, seeing up to 
twelve performances over the course of 
the weekend.  In addition to the German 
companies, performers traveled from 

Sweden, the Netherlands, France, 
Denmark, Great Britain and the United 
States (your truly) to perform, and 
audience members came from all over 
Europe and the U.S. as well, to watch 
shows and purchase the large variety of 
new and antique paper or toy theatre 
items offered for sale at the temporary 
store as well as at the live auction (well 
attended with some very lively 
bidding!) 
     With five repetitions of our own 
show to perform, we only had the 
opportunity to see seven other 
performances, which we took full 
advantage of.  As one would imagine 
the shows varied widely, although more 
strict, traditional interpretations of 
paper theatre held sway here as 
compared with the Great Small Works 
Toy Theatre Festival which we 
performed at in June in NYC.  Shows 
ranged from plays written for paper 
theatre and performed with strictly 
traditional images (several of the 
performers were preparing for a British 
Webb Toy Theatre Festival (October 
10-23 in Broadstairs, Kent, GB.) where 
all shows had to be use original Webb 
images, stages and scripts) to the 
abstract original works (Frits 
Grimmelikhuizen from the Netherlands 
used colors and shapes beautifully set to 
original music to create a dreamy 
journey for his audiences.)  Some 
performances were for adults, some for 

children, with titles that would be 
familiar to many.  Hamberger Altpapier 
did Goethe’s “Faust”  (a standard in 
Germany), Robert Poulter’s New Model 
Theatre did “William Tell,”  Bode’s 
Koffertheater did “Around the World in 
80 Days,”  Vischmarkt Papieren Theater 
did “Bambi”  (not the Disney version, 
but the original), and Svalegangens 
Dukketeater did “The Little Mermaid.”   
Incidently, Svalegangens Dukketeater 
from Denmark has had the Queen of 
Denmark as designer (she is a 
wonderful artist) for their productions!  
Other performers wrote and created 
original works, or adapted lesser know 
stories.  There were also various 
workshops for children, and it was a 
delight to have some big eyed, curly 
headed pixie encouraging me in 
German to hurry and come because the 
children’s shows were beginning. 
     Valerie and I (in the guise of Little 
Blue Moon Theatre) did a double bill 
with “Tango for Tarzan”  and “The 
Widow,”  both created by us for toy 
theatre.  Although newcomers to this 
form of theatre, we were pleased and 
fortunate that our show became the 
buzz of the festival and the local paper 
listed it as a “must-see.”   The transition 
from arriving and have the organizer 
worried about low ticket sales for our 
performances to having standing room 
only in all shows after our first (and an 
extra command performance of “The 



 
Page 7 

 
 

 

 

In the dining hall, many aspects of paper 
theatre were discussed and demonstrated 
between the shows. Here 
British Paper Theatre enthusiast Peter 
Peasegood tries to demonstrate a trick 
transformation figure to young Massimo, but 
the neophyte performer apparently would 
rather trod the (card)boards himself.   
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Held Over !  The September Mystery Photo is being held over an additional month 
to give more guild members a chance to send in their guesses!  Par ticipation pr izes 
are being sent to all guild members who already sent in answers and they are 

still in the contest!!! 
What is it?  What country is it from?  What is the customary use?  What is the 
tradition (hint: this puppet is not made for performance)? 
THERE WILL BE A SURPRIZINGLY GOOD PRIZE FOR THE BEST (AND 

POSSIBLY FOR THE MOST CREATIVE) ANSWER! 
NEW!  HINT:   

From a seed to a foot,  
from a foot to a door . 
One day of the year  

Fair  trade you implore. 
Send answers to your newsletter editor (contact info. on page 1.)  Answers must be 
received by October  25th!  Enter as often as you wish.  In case of a tie, winner will 
be decided by drawing.   

Widow” for all at the end of the 
Treffen) was exhilarating and 
gratifying. 
     During the three day event, 
performers were put up in local inns 
and ate together in a small dining area 
at the school where the performances 
took place.  This allowed for much 
sharing and friendship among 
performers who basically hung out 
together and chatted about each others 
shows, techniques, and other festivals.  
After hours everyone would gather 

across the street at the local pub, eating 
and drinking and chatting in numerous 
languages (mostly English and German) 
until the wee hours.  We quickly 
became an ad hoc  family, and after the 
weekend a number of performers (and 
some audience members) stayed on for 
the annual, lovely breakfast at Dirk and 
Barbara Reimers’  home (Dirk has been 
involved in organizing the Treffen since 
the beginning, and, in addition to his 
and Barbara’s Papiertheater Pollidor, 
they also have a magical toy theatre 
store in Preetz which you can find on 
the internet at http://www.pollidor.de/ 
(the actual store is much better.))  
Several of us hung around Preetz for a 
few days after, and the wonderful 
festival staff, headed admirably by 
Treffen newcomer Marlis Sennewald, 
arranged sight seeing and dinners for 
us. 
     The Treffen has a wonderful 
website, and days after the event 
already had pictures from the shows up.  

The website is mostly in Germany, but 
non-German speakers should be able to 
find their way through, and the dozens 
of photos are worth many thousands of 
words.  Photos of shows (A Warning: 
some of the shows contain images of 
nudity and sexual situations and may 
not be deemed suitable for children by 
some parents): 
http://www.vhspreetz.de/pptt/pptt2005/
archiv05.htm 
Pictures of festival (mostly candids):  
http://www.vhs-
preetz.de/pptt/pptt2005/fotos05.htm 
     The Preetzer Papier Theater Treffen 
was very well run, had a wonderful 
feeling about it, and seemed to be 
enjoyed by all.  It is a long way to 
travel, but, I think, worth every minute. 
 
 
 
 
 


