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Ring In The New Year! January 2007 
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� Starting off the New Year with an EXPLOSION of puppet events 
� Looking Back and FORWARD for the Guild 
� Performance and workshop opportunities 
� Sonoma Puppetry Festival 
� Calendar and More! 

 
Puppets from the collection of Sally Fisher, photo:  M. Nelson. 

 
Make a Guild New Year’s Resolution to make 2007 a 

most excellent year for puppetry in the Bay Area:  
Perform!  Attend!  Improve!  Volunteer!   

There’s a reason it’s called a play!  Have fun! 
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Time marches on as we bid fond farewell to 2006 and welcome 2007 with 
hopes for an even better new year and prayers for peace and an end to at 

least some suffering (make someone happy with puppets!) 
 

Photo: Michael Nelson at the Great Small Works Toy Theatre Festival Exhibit 

YOUR GUILD BOARD 
AND OFFICERS WISH 
YOU THE VERY BEST 
FOR THE NEW YEAR ! 
 
From your president: 
Can it be that almost a year has gone by 
since our last Guild holiday party  (the 
Aloha Holiday party, complete with 
hula and live ukuleles?)  As I think back 
over the year, the biggest event that 
jumps out at me is the loss of guild co-
founder and SFBay puppeteer Lettie 
Schubert.  Her presence is greatly 
missed and her memorial last June was 
a sad and-sweet celebration of her life 
and the generous soul that many of us 
got to know and love over the years 
through the guild and its activities.  As 
a long time guild member I was glad to 
see many old time SFBAPGers at the 
memorial, some of whom have moved 
from the area or left puppetry but still 
came back to help in the farewell.  It 
was a lovely reconnection to the rich 
and varied history of the guild. 
Of course, there were many happy 
puppetry moments during the last year 
as well.  Guild members who went to 
the Much Ado About Puppetry festival 
last summer had a wonderful time 
attending workshops, and watching 
performances (including a good number 
by guild members!), and we have had 
some very excellent meetings and 
workshops during the year, including 
workshops and performances by some 
of the top puppeteers in the US as well 
as our local up and coming stars. 
I have been pleased that the calendar 
pages of this newsletter continue to 
inform us about the many puppetry 
events going on in the Bay Area, and 
January 2007 is no exception with some 
very exciting events coming up.  It goes 
without saying that our Guild holiday 
party  is a DON’T MISS, with guest 
performers traveling up from 
Bakersfield and a visit from Father 
Christmas himself (really!) to help with 

the guild gift exchange, and probably 
sample a bit of the tasty pot luck guild 
fare that will be offered.  In addition 
January will mark the start of the 
Sonoma Community Center Winter 
Puppetry Festival, with visits to the 
Bay Area by some of the “who’s who” 
of national puppetry, starting off with 
the incomparable Luman Coad, our 
former guild member, now from 
Canada!  If you have never seen 
Luman, don‘t miss this chance.  In 
addition the Winter Puppet Festival will 

be offering workshops as well where 
you can improve or build your puppetry 
skills with the masters!  Also coming to 
the Bay Area in January, David 
Simpich.  If you have seen his sublime 
work, then you know…if you have not, 
absolutely do not miss this chance to 
see him.  Find out what festival 
audiences have been talking about for 
years (of course we could say the same 
about Luman Coad…January in the Bay 
Area starts off with a huge explosion 
this year!!! 
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Coming to Town: 
 
The Paul Mesner Puppets from 
Kansas City, Missouri are 
coming to Northern California! 
 
Do you know a group that is looking for 
a LITERATURE-BASED puppet 
performance? During the last two weeks 
of March, 2007, Paul Mesner will tour 
Northern California with his unusual, 
enchanting RAPUNZEL (with an 
intriguing vegetable theme) and his 
other hit show, TRUE STORY OF THE 
3 PIGS BY A. WOLF. 
Bookings are available from March 20 
through March 30.  Check out the Paul 
Mesner Puppets web site at 
http://www.paulmesnerpuppets.org 
 
To schedule a performance, contact 
Mary Decker at 
marydeck@earthlink.net or 650-361-
1310. 
True Story of the 3 Little Pigs 
by A. Wolf 
(Used with permission from Jon 
Scieszka) 
 
Think you know the real story behind 
the huffing and puffing? Think again! 
There's only one individual who knows 
the true story about one wolf, three 
houses and three little pigs: Alexander 
T. Wolf. In this revealing no-squealing 
adaptation of Jon Scieszka's popular 
book, A. Wolf has a chance to tell his 
side of the story. He only wanted a cup 
of sugar and he did have a cold. For 
years we have only known this story 
from the pigs' point of view. Mr. A. 
Wolf tells all about what really 
happened to those three little houses 
made of straw, sticks and bricks and the 
three pigs who lived in them. 
 
Rapunzel 
 
The Paul Mesner Puppets presents a 
veggie wonderful love story about two 

avid gardeners, Okra and Romaine, who 
meet, marry and have a beautiful 
daughter named Rapunzel. An evil 
witch who forced Romaine to promise 
many months before that he would give 
up his first-born child, returns to claim 
the lovely child for her own. Rapunzel 
is taken to live in a tower and her future 
looks bleak until the Prince arrives.... 
and Rapunzel hatches a plan to escape 
her evil captor and left happily ever 
alfalfa. 
 

PERFORMANCE 
OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
If you're willing to drive to 
Portland, Oregon to do a 
puppet  performance, check 
this out: 
This is a Call for PUPPETEERS and 
ANIMATORS to become a part of 
Drunk Puppet Nite!! Feb 1, 2, and 3, 
2007 in the coolest new venue in 
Portland  Someday Lounge!! 
 
We're opening up the Portland shows to 
all interested, up and down  the coast, 
as far as you're willing to travel. 
(housing not provided,  but a few 
couches can probably be found).  Some 
of you may not be familiar with Drunk 
Puppet Nite. It was  started by a very 
hip group of artists in Seattle 7 years 
ago, and  has been featured on Tears of 
Joy's stage for the last two. As the  
name implies, it is puppetry for adults, 
but unlike the name, these  evenings of 
puppetry have been varied in style and 
content, but of generally high quality. 
 
If you're interested, we're looking for 
performances of  2 - 15  minutes, which 
include puppetry, and your own wild 
and wacky, deep  and probing, eccentric 
and electric way of presenting it. Film  
submissions also  welcome. We will do 
our best to include as many proposals as 
possible, and you need not perform all 
three nights (let  us know if you can not 

perform on any of the dates). 
Performers will  receive a portion of 
ticket sales as financial stipend. Our 
tech will provide basic sound and 
lighting, if your piece  requires 
familiarity you should bring your own 
tech. 
 
Come if you can to the Someday Open 
Stage at 8pm December 27th and  
January 3rd you can see the space and 
perform for the open mic  audience. 
Please email Lana if you will be there 
on one of these  nights so you can meet 
her when you arrive. 
 
RSVP for Drunk Puppet Night by 
Friday Jan 5th to:  
<mailto:lanashively@gmail.com> 
lanashively@gmail.com 
For venue information: 
<http://www.somedaylounge.com> 
www.somedaylounge.com 
Feel free to pass this info on to those 
you feel might like to join us!! 
Thanks- 
 
WANTED:  PUPPET SHOW FOR 
SAN FRANCISCO PARK  
 
The Friends of Dolores Park 
Playground is looking to plan social 
events for children in the SF park.  
Puppet shows are high on their list and 
they have asked the guild for help 
locating performers for children.  They 
don’t have much funding for the events 
and asked that they be described as a 
penniless Community Group trying to 
improve children's lives in Dolores Park 
which is looking for a 50% discount 
possible for a very worthy cause.   
Contact Eli Merritt at 
emerr@earthlink.net. 
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Guild Holiday Party Festivities will include "The Christmas Travelers" -- a 

wonderful Christmas performance by Kamala and Don Kruszka. Kamala and Don 
are driving all the way from Bakersfield to share their unusual story with us -- a 

blend of cars, planes and trains, and The Three Wisemen! 
Saturday, January 20, 2007 ** 5:30 PM. to 9:30 PM 

CALENDAR 
 
The SFBAPG's ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY PARTY is here ! 
Bring your holiday spirit and 
your favorite potluck dish to 
share! 
When: Saturday, January 20, 
2007 ** 5:30 PM. to 9:30 PM 
Where: San Leandro Community 
Center - 15301 Wicks Blvd - 510-577-
6081 
(Classroom C for potluck dinner and 
Thunderbolt Room for performance) 
 
Festivities will include "The 
Christmas Travelers" -- a 
wonderful Christmas performance by 
Kamala and Don Kruszka. Kamala and 

Don are driving all the way from 
Bakersfield to share their unusual story 
with us -- a blend of cars, planes and 
trains, and The Three Wisemen! 
Kamala Kruszka is our hard-working 
Regional Director for the Pacific 
Southwest Region of The Puppeteers of 
America and her husband, Don, is 
running for election to the PofA Board 
of Trustees.   
This is a POTLUCK, so please 
your favorite dish to share with the 
party guests. Microwave and sink will 
be provided. 
CONFIRMED!  Father 
Christmas will be on hand to 
help with the GUILD GIFT 
EXCHANGE .  If you wish to 
participate in the exchange, bring a 
puppet related, wrapped gift to add to 
the pile (in the past $10.00 approximate 

value has been suggested.)  All who 
bring a gift will get to receive one. 
Driving directions: 
Northbound 880: exit Marina Blvd 
West. After exiting, go over the over 
pass and get into far left lane.  
 
Southbound 880: exit Marina Blvd 
West. Get into far left lane 
immediately.  
 
AFTER EXITING FROM EITHER 
DIRECTION:  Turn left onto Merced, 
the first stop light. Continue on Merced 
and bear right on to Wicks (Merced 
turns into Wicks). Continue past 
Manor Blvd. The community center is 
on the right side, across from the park. 
 
Winter Puppet Festival at the 
Sonoma Community Center! 
(Finally, a puppetry festival in the Bay 
Area!)  276 East Napa Street, Sonoma, 
CA 
 
January 20-21 * February 17-18 * 
March 10, 11, 25 2007 
 
WORKSHOPS AND 
PERFORMANCES 

(NOTE THAT “MEMBER” PRICES 
MEANS MEMBER OF THE 
SONOMA COMMUNITY CENTER, 
NOT THE SFBAPG) 
Saturday, January 20 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 
Soft-Sculpture Hand Puppets, a 6-hour 
workshop* 
Luman Coad, Instructor 
$65 member, $72 non-member 
(includes materials) 
 
Sunday, January 21 2:00 p.m. 
There's a Dinosaur in the Closet & The 
Box, performed by Luman Coad 
$10 member, $12 non-member 
 
Saturday, February 17 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 
Puppetry 101 for Teachers, a 5-hour 
workshop* 
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Master puppeteer David Simpich and his thirty hand-carved marionettes bring to 
life John Bunyan's timeless tale of a fantastic dream -- The Pilgrim's Progress.  

Come into the spellbinding world of a burdened man who journeys from The City 
of Destruction toward The Celestial Gate!  

Lynne Jennings, Instructor 
$65 member, $72 non-member 
(includes materials) 
 
Sunday, February 18 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 
Family Day Interactive Performance: 
Try Your Hand at Puppetry 
Lynne Jennings, Instructor 
$20 member, $22 non-member 
(includes materials) 
 
Saturday, March 10 2:00 - 4:30 p.m. 
Puppets in Action, a workshop for ages 
5-11* 
Michael & Valerie Nelson, Instructors 
$45 member, $50 non-member 
(includes materials) 
 
Sunday, March 11 2:00 p.m. 
Coyote Sings, performed by Magical 
Moonshine Theater (Michael & Valerie 
Nelson) 
$10 member, $12 non-member 
 
Sunday, March 25 3:00 p.m. 
True Story of the 3 Little Pigs by A. 
Wolf, performed by Paul Mesner 
Puppets 
Story used with permission from Jon 
Scieszka 
$10 member, $12 non-member 
 
January 8 - April 15, 2007 
World Literature through the Wonder 
of Puppets 
An Exhibition of Selected Works from 
the Alan G. Cook Collection at 
the Conservatory of Puppetry Arts 
No admission fee 
 
*Workshops require advance 
registration. Forms are available at 
http://www.sonomacommunitycenter.or
g 
 
For more information, call the Sonoma 
Community Center at 
707-938-4626. or Mary Decker at 650-
361-1310. 
 
 
 

The David Simpich 
Marionettes return to Palo 
Alto! 
 
Master puppeteer David Simpich and 
his thirty hand-carved marionettes bring 
to life John Bunyan's timeless tale of a 
fantastic dream -- The Pilgrim's 
Progress.  Come into the spellbinding 
world of a burdened man who journeys 
from The City of Destruction toward 
The Celestial Gate!  
This elaborate two-hour production 
portrays the classic visions found in the 
New World's first best-seller: the 
Slough of Despond; Vanity Fair; the 
River of Death; battles with demons and 
dragons; imprisonment by a giant; and 
colorful discourse with an array of wise 
men and fools. 
 

Friday, Jan. 26 7:30 PM * Saturday, 
Jan. 27 7:30 PM * Sunday, Jan. 28, 
4:30 PM 
$15 adults, $12 children & youth (Not 
recommended for children under 7 
years.) 
First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto,  
1140 Cowper Street (at the corner of 
Lincoln) Palo Alto, California 
 
Contact Mary Decker at 650-361-1723 
for more info and to make reservations.  
David Simpich has won four 
International Citations of Excellence for 
his work in puppetry and The 
President's Award from the Puppeteers 
of America  .Coming from Colorado 
Springs! The David Simpich 
Marionettes are returning to Palo Alto! 
 
Master puppeteer David Simpich and 
his thirty hand-carved marionettes bring 
to life John Bunyan's timeless tale of a 
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fantastic dream -- The Pilgrim's 
Progress. This elaborate two-hour 
production portrays the  
classic visions found in the New 
World's first best-seller: the Slough of 
Despond; Vanity Fair; the River of 
Death; battles with demons and 
dragons; imprisonment by a giant; and 
colorful discourse with an array of wise 
men and fools. 
Friday, January 26 7:30 PM * Saturday, 
January 27 7:30 PM * Sunday, January 
28 4:30 PM 
First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto, 
1140 Cowper Street (at Lincoln) in Palo 
Alto 
Tickets available at the door. $15 
adults, $12 children & youth.  For 
advance reservations or more 
information, call Mary Decker at 650-
361-1723. 
Due to its length (2 hours) and content, 
NOT recommended for children under 
8 years. Aimed at adults and older 
children. 
David Simpich has won four Citations 
of Excellence from the American 
Center of l'Union Internationale de la 
Marionnette, and The President's 
Award from the Puppeteers of America 
-- the highest honor in North American 
puppetry. 
 

Guild Member Ruth 
Stotter sent the following 
not-quite-puppetry-but-
related info: 
Upcoming classes offered at 
STAGEBRIDGE (All classes and 
workshops are held at the First 
Congregational Church of Oakland, 
located at 2501 Harrison Street, 
Oakland (at the corner of 27th and 
Harrison Streets). Plenty of free 
parking, wheelchair accessible, and 
close to the 19th Street BART station. 
 
ART OF STORYTELLING : 
Monday evenings, 7-9 p.m. 
Session #1: Jan. 1-29, $40. Session #2: 

Feb. 5-Mar.26, $80. 
Session #3: Apr. 2-May 28, $80. 
Learn to develop a personal or fictional 
story. Classes are fun, creative and 
geared to help you develop your 
storytelling skills in a friendly 
environment. Jeanne Haynes 
 
BUILD YOUR STORYTELLING 
SKILLS : FRIDAY, 10 AM - 12 PM 
In one semester you'll experience 
multiple outstanding teachers, each with 
special skills and styles. They will show 
you how to have fun while developing 
stories that grab your audience! $100 
for the entire session (22 weeks)  
Gay Ducey, nationally-known teller, 
Artistic Director of the Bay Area 
Storytelling Festival, and storytelling 
coach par excellence, brings us her 
workshop "It's About Time" on slowing 
down to examine the components of a 
successful story. Terri Tate often 
teaches with David Roche, whose 
summer workshop was a big hit here. 
Terri survived oral cancer with her 
humor intact. She teaches The Power of 
Personal Storytelling, in which you can 
experience the healing power of telling 
your story and really being heard. Kate 
Rowland has taught voice to actors, 
singers and storytellers (including Eth-
noh-tec) for decades. Learn powerful 
exercises and bring your "trouble spots" 
for coaching in Vocal Technique and 
Interpretation. 
Ruth Stotter, storyteller, folklorist 
and author, is the former Director of 
the Dominican Storytelling 
Certificate Program. She will share 
her wealth of knowledge about 
Telling Stories with Props. 
Jeanne Haynes, an artist in residence 
with Young Audiences and Stagebridge 
who has taught thousands of school 
children in Bay Area schools, also 
studies solo performance with David 
Ford at The Marsh SF. She will focus 
on Character Development in our 
Stories. 
Erica Lann-Clark, past Associate 
Storytelling Director and long-time 

Friday class teacher at Stagebridge, has 
appeared at storytelling festivals 
nationally and is now an emerging solo 
performance artist with The Marsh 
Theater as well. She returns to help us 
examine our Story Choices. 
In between, Liz Nichols will bring you 
tips and tricks for working with 
audiences, especially children and 
families, and showcase the performing 
opportunities that Stagebridge offers. 
More info and interesting classes for the 
storyteller/puppeteer described at:  
www.stagebridge.org 
 
Reading the World takes place Feb. 24 
and 25 at USF in SF. 
www.soe.usfca.edu/departments/ime/rth
wconf 
Two days of keynote speakers and 
workshops related to children's 
literature. Keynote presenters from 
throughout the USA include: JANE 
YOLEN, ASHLY BRYAN, JOSEPH 
BRUCHAC. Workshops include - Irene 
Chagall: Handclapping games. Ruth 
Stotter: Using Audience Participation as 
part of Storytelling Performance. 
Hazuki Kataoka: Kamishiobai 
Storytelling. This conference focuses on 
multicultural children's literature and is 
always incredible. 
 
The Otter Dinner - Saturday evening 
Sept. 24, is sponsored by Northern CA 
Bookseller's Assn. and Reading the 
World and can be attended separately. 
Miyako Hotel. $60. Includes a 
publisher's gift bag of books and other 
goodies. Reservations required. 510-
531-2073. 
 
Also - I will be having a small exhibit 
of dolls from around-the-world and 
finger puppets from around-the-world at 
the Petaluma Library. opening January 
25th for one month 
 
FIRST SUNDAY STORIES 
(storytelling) 
Next First Sunday [January 7th], time - 
6.30 to 8.30pm  at the Quaker 
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Herbert Lange performed his Rumplestilskin at our last Guild meeting.  He provides 
this insight into the ancient fairy tale: 
In RUMPELSTILTSKIN, everything spins around given and broken promises and 
expectations, men and women, honesty and lies, poverty and richness. We witness the 
battles and teamwork of emotion and mind, smartness and naivety, fall and rise, love 
and courage, humor and earnest-ness. This is all mixed with the poetry and mystery 
that only fairytales can give us. RUMPELSTILTSKIN is about life, birth, maturity 
and death, and the facets of existence in all its logical and illogical colors. That's why 
it strikes a cord of familiarity in our hearts no matter how often we listen to the story. 

Meetinghouse, 65 Ninth Street, between 
Market & Mission Street with plentiful 
public transit - bus & BART - and 
plentiful parking. (for more information 
contact Guild member Ruth Stotter) 
 
 

HELP WANTED: 
SFBAPG: Into the New 
Millennium 
(Editor’s note:  This request for guild 
input was first sent to the guild email 
group some weeks ago.  There were no 
responses.  Your president is sending it 
out again, going on the assumption 
that the lack of response does not 
represent a lack of opinions or caring 
about the Guild, but rather, perhaps, 
mistiming on the original emailing.  
Now that the holidays are over, it is 
hoped that guild members will have a 
chance to help provide guidance to the 
guild board in shaping the future of 
SFBAPG. 
 
Last Spring a group of dedicated guild 
members met to address some core 
questions about the guild and its role in 
our community. Perhaps in essence we 
could say that the questions are "What 
should the guild be now? How can we 
best serve our members and the art of 
puppetry in general and in the Bay 
Area?" I would like to continue that 
dialogue and need your input as a guild 
member. In order to facilitate this 
exploration into the future direction of 
the guild, it is my intent to ask for your 
input through the newsletter and 
the email list. Please write back with 
your thoughts and responses. If you 
wish your response to be private (your 
ideas shared, but not your name) write 
directly to me (Michael Nelson) at Box 
2296, Yountville, CA 94599 (or call at 
707-363-4573) or email directly to me 
at mail@magicalmoonshine.org If you 
wish to share your comments directly 
with the sfbapg email list you can email 
them to sfbapg@yahoogroups.com -Our 
goal is to, with your help, take your 

input and formulate a direction and a 10 
year plan for the guild. Please respond 
thoughtfully. 
 
TOPIC FOR DISCUSSION: 
The following is from the SFBAPG 
Constitution and Bylaws:  
SECTION 2. PURPOSE - The purpose 
of this organization is to encourage and 
promote puppetry as a means of 
communication, as a performing art; to 
enhance the proficiency of the art of 
puppetry, both professional and 
amateur, by publications, workshops, 
conventions, meetings, lectures, 
advisory services, and any and all other 
means and methods. 
 
QUESTION: Do you feel that this 
description is still relevant to SFBAPG 
(is this an accurate description of what 

the guild should be doing? Is it an 
accurate description of what the guild is 
doing?) Does it need to be 
revised, updated (if so, how? 
Suggestions?) Would you add 
anything? Remove anything? Where do 
you think the guild should be focusing 
its attentions, efforts? Are we serving 
puppetry and our members as best we 
can? 
RELATED QUESTION: Why did you 
join the guild? Is the guild what you 
wanted it to be or what you think it 
should be? Is it doing what you think it 
should be doing? Areas of 
improvement? How can we bring the 
guild into the new millennium, make it 
relevant to now? 
 


