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Meet the newest member(s) of the guild.  Allow me to present Alice Cornwell  
and furry friend (her own creation, made from an old coat!) from Chico, CA.  

They both attended the guild holiday party last month where Alice saw her first 
puppet show (and what a great first show!)  Welcome to the Guild, Alice, and 
congratulations on creating such an expressive puppet.  We will look forward 

to seeing much more of you and your puppets at future meetings. 
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Don Kruszka poses after his performance at the guild meeting with  Little Red 
Riding Hood and the B.B. Wolf.  Don and wife, Kamala, drove all the way up 

from Bakersfield to present a very funny Little Red that delighted the guild 
audience.  The plucky Red and the Wolf’s antics had us howling. 

 
Guild member Talib Huff visited the 
guild in the guise of Father 
Christmas and assisted with 
distribution of the gifts! 

 
Guild secretary Sharon Clay opens her guild 
holiday party gift: 2 marionettes! 

 
Message from your 
President: 
If you read your January newsletter 
(and I hope you did) you will recall that 
I promised you an exceptional month of 
puppetry to start off the new year.  
Well, as far as I am concerned the 
month has lived up to and exceeded my 
hype.  The guild party was a huge 
success with members coming from as 
far away as Stockton, Chico, and 
Vancouver, BC.  We had a wonderful 
performance by Omnipresent Puppet 
Theater (who came all the way from 
Bakersfield to perform for us…see 
review this issue).  The party also 
boasted some of the best home cooking 
and food I have had yet at a guild event 
(everyone remembered last year how 
there was a slight lack of main courses 
and made up for it this year with a 
mouthwatering array of multicultural 
offerings).  Lettie Schubert’s daughter, 
Becky, send up a huge load of books, 
stages, craft materials, etc., that were free for the taking (and there were so 

many that box loads were carted away).  
And we had a visit from a regal Father 
Christmas who handled the holiday gift 
exchange with such finesse that all were 
entertained while they waited for their 
chance to visit the glowing gift 
pile and at the end there were so 
many gifts remaining that the 
leftovers were distributed to the 
poor (by which I mean some of 
the guild members who had 
come without gifts with which 
to participate.)  Big thank you 
to Becky for sharing a bit of 
Lettie’s creativity collection 
with the guild.  There was also 
a raffle for a variety of great 
prizes, a huge amount of which 
seemed to be won by the 
youngest guild member present, 
Ravi O’Brien (age 7) who spent 
the last part of the evening 
demonstrating to everyone the 
skill of his new boxing puppet.  
Special thanks to Lee 

Armstrong and Mary Decker for all of 
their coordination and planning of the 
event, to Randal Metz for helping to 
secure the San Leandro Community 
Center for us (at no cost!), and Mike 
Wick, Kamala Portugues, Kieron 
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Eating, drinking and socializing were only part of the 
guild holiday party festivities (did I mention that the 
food was excellent?  It was!  Kudos to the cooks!) 

 
The wonderful puppet exhibit at the Sonoma Community Center pleases 
and intrigues viewers, both young and old, showing us once again the 
magic of puppetry.  The exhibit is part of the Sonoma Community Center 
Winter Puppetry Festival, continuing for the next two months in Sonoma. 

Robbins, Luman Coad, for help in 
setting up, Elisheva Hart for 
decorations, all of the fine cooks and 
meal crew, and Talib Huff for his 
appearance as Father Christmas. 
 
And that was only the guild party!  
January also saw the start of the 
Sonoma Winter Puppetry Festival with 
Luman Coad presenting not one but two 
complete productions (wrapped up in 
the magic Luman created I would over 
and over I catch myself gasping 
involuntarily at some startling or 
exciting moment; this, for me, is when I 

know a show works).  
And the Sonoma 
Community Center 
opened their temporary 
puppetry exhibit with 
puppets from the vast 
collection of Alan Cook 
and COPA 
(Conservatory of 
Puppetry Arts.)  It was 
great to have members 
of the LA and Pasadena 
puppetry community 

coming up to our neck of the woods to 
help mount the exhibit and unpack the 
puppets as well as attend the gala 
opening (after wine, cheese and desserts 
at the exhibit, attending puppeteers 
headed over to Lee Armstrong’s 
Sonoma house where they watched a 
Little Blue Moon toy theatre show 
before setting down to what Lee’s 
husband, Rhys, accurately described as 
“the best enchiladas ever.”)  Mary 
Decker assisted Alan with the exhibit 
by providing a set of great, new, 
museum style cases to house the 
historic and varied collection of figures.   

 
The 

Sonoma Winter Puppetry Festival 
continues throughout February and 
March, so keep an eye on your calendar 
and don’t miss the upcoming shows and 
workshops.    I strongly urge the guild 
to attend these events, both for your 
own enjoyment and to encourage this 
community puppetry festival as model 
for similar festivals all over the Bay 
Area.  Can you imagine the scenario 
where each Bay Area region has its own 
3 month long puppetry festival each 
year?  Come to the shows and bring 
your local recreational director or 
community center program coordinator 
to see just what puppetry can do for a 
community! 
 
And by the time you get this newsletter, 
David Simpich will have performed his 
show in the South Bay.  If you did not 
get to see him, you missed out.  David 
is known for his exquisite puppets and 
incredible voice work.  All in all, 
January was an excellent month for 
puppets in the Bay Area 
 
REVIEW:  Omnipresent 
Puppet’s Little Red Riding 
Hood 
By Michael Nelson 
 
I always find it challenging to write a 
review of a good puppet show because I 
am not really a puppet reviewer as 
much as a puppet aficionado.  I tend to 
get so involved in enjoying the a well 
done show that I forget to focus on the 
kinds of things that a reviewer should 
write about.  Don Kruszka’s show was a 
delightful performance that drew me 
into the story and the lives of the 
characters, so much so that now I have 
to think back as to why the show 
worked so well for me.  First of all, let 
me say that we did not see the touted 
Christmas story at the guild meeting 
which was to be performed by Don and 
his wife Kamala‘s Omnipresent 
Theater, because Kamala discovered 
during rehearsals that her morning 
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After the show, while Don gave us a behind the scenes tour, guild members 

explored the inner controls of the wolf. 

sickness prevented her from performing 
(congratulations to the soon to be new 
parents!)  So, of course we understood 
when they asked if they could switch to 
Don’s captivating one man show, Little 
Red Riding Hood, which is what we 
saw at the guild party. 
One of the things that most impressed 
me about Don’s 
rendition of the 
familiar tale is that 
his characters had 
such a well 
developed history 
which he 
presented with 
such finesse that  
we just accepted 
the veracity of 
their past lives.  
When lively and 
enthusiastic Little 
Red Riding Hood is preparing to leave 
on her trip to Grandmother’s house, her 
mother has her repeat the rules which 
not only include not leaving the trail, 
but an obviously oft repeated rule 
involving not going exploring or 
looking for lost civilizations (a rule Red 
must be prompted for).  Right away we 
learn so much about Red’s character 
and her past exploits. 
All of the characters are introduced to 
us, including an Australian woodcutter 
(whose nationality is not explained), a 
jeans wearing, leather jacketed wolf that 

is enough of a villain for the story but 
not too scary for young children (he 
can’t attack anyone who is looking at 
him) and a very adventurous 
grandmother (whose exuberance has to 
be moderated by Red after all of her 
harrowing adventures.) 
Bruno Bettlelheim aside, this version of 

Little Red Riding 
Hood does not 
follow the grimmer 
Grimm version as 
regards the fate of 
the wolf.  Instead of 
the original, painful 
death, he instead is 
chased off by a 
swarm of bees who 
had been previously 
introduced as an 
unpredictable and 
possibly unlikable 

natural force.  As a beekeeper I found 
Don’s portrayal of bees to be a bit 
harsh, but I accept that children (the 
intended audience) might find bees to 
be scary and something that a wolf 
might choose to run away from. 
Throughout the story there were plenty 
of humorous asides for the adults (all 
appropriate for the children, although I 
doubt if any children actually get it 
when the wolf overcomes Grandmother 
with an Elvis Presley rendition of ‘Love 
Me Tender.“)  The children in the 
audience appeared to love the show, 

and the adult guild members laughed all 
the way through it.  Don is a seasoned 
and accomplished performer and this 
show demonstrated that all the way.  
Thanks to both Don and Kamala for 
driving all the way up from Bakersfield 
to present this wonderful and lively 
show for our guild party! 

 
REVIEW:  Luman Coad’s 
“The Box” and “There’s a 
Dinosaur in the Closet” 
By Elisheva Hart 
 
Luman Coad’s wonderful family 
oriented puppet plays (fantastic for 
adults as well as children) opened the 
first Winter Puppet Festival at the 
Sonoma Community Center recently.  
Two one-act plays, “There’s a Dinosaur 
in the Closet” and “The Box? A Show 
of Feelings”, continued to delight all 
ages with the highest of professional 
standards, plus gentle humor.   
 
     Many of the children present were 
under school age and often 
unpredictable in behavior.  These tots 
are an inevitable part of the family 
package when older siblings are 
involved.  Luman said that he does not 
let their behavior bother him, especially 
when it is connected to the puppets, as 
he keeps in mind that this may be the 
first live show they’ve ever seen.  Part 
of his duties as a performer for children 
is to train them to become audience 
members and they’re definitely still 
learning. 
     “There’s a Dinosaur in the Closet” 
definitely captures the needs of the 
child vs. the needs of the adult.  The 
child loves his clothes and toy-strewn 
room just as it is….except it lacks a pet.  
The adult craves neatness and obviously 
feels that the responsibility of caring for 
and raising of a boy is enough already.  
No pets needed!  The manipulation of 
the puppets (hand, rod, mouth, and 
shadow) was perfect.  I especially loved 
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“After this play Luman unmasked the puppet stage and 
gave the best short demonstration of puppet types, how 
to manipulate them, and so on that I’ve ever seen.” 

Photo M. Nelson 

 
Delightfully, the only speaking roles 
in “The Box” are the puppets in the 
little puppet show mounted by a 
puppet puppeteer! 

the weary shrugs and sighs of 
exasperation by the boy.  He obviously 
felt the weight of obtuseness on the part 
of the adult.  So did we.  Being a proper 
children’s play, an interesting solution 
to the mess appeared, and acceptance of 
a pet (you’ve guessed what kind) 
obtained. 
     After this play Luman unmasked the 
puppet stage and gave the best short 
demonstration of puppet types, how to 
manipulate them, and so on that I’ve 
ever seen. 
 
These are the fill-in-the-gaps essential 
bits of knowledge you never get just by 
reading puppet books and only gain by 
years of experience, going to festivals 
and guild meetings, etc.  I hope that, at 
the minimum, a dozen children in the 
audience were dying to become 
puppeteers and this info was absorbed 
straight into their DNA.  They’ll be 
such successes! 
     There was a short intermission and 
everyone stretched their legs as they 
checked out the cases of puppets in the 
hall.  Mounted by Alan Cook the theme 
of the exhibition is “World Literature 

through the Wonder of Puppets”.  They 
are from Alice in Wonderland, Hamlet, 
Othello, The Wizard of Ox, Peter Pan, 
Peter Rabbit, Pinocchio, Red Riding 
Hood, Rip Van Winkle, The Journey to 
the West, and more.  Many famous 
puppeteers are represented.  A special 
case included a photo of Lettie Connell 
Schubert and the Lady Bug marionette 
she manipulated on the early TV show, 
“Brother Buzz”; plus a photo of  
Roger Mara with a video cassette of his 
“Mousecracker” and a copy of the 
Puppetry Journal with “Mousecracker” 
featured on the cover.  This free exhibit 
will be featured at the Sonoma 
Community Center, 276 East Napa 
Street, Sonoma until April 15th. 
     “The Box, A Show of Feelings” 
starred in the second half of the puppet 
theatre presentation.  This play is 
basically done in mime, so relies even 
more so on manipulation.  I could hear 
some of the children softly breathing, 
“He’s sad,” etc. at appropriate 
moments, checking out their empathetic 
feelings towards a character.  
      I am in admiration of the 
manipulation of the butterfly which 

flitted most 
charmingly and 
realistically around 
the stage.  I’ve seen 
many puppet 
butterflies and like 
this one the best.  A 
clever bit has the 
main character, a boy, 
“perform” a puppet 
show within the 
puppet show.  Here 
language is used.  The 
dog, which begins, 
ends and periodically 
shows up within the 
mimed play is a great 
homage to Lettie’s 
signature puppet dog, 
“George”.  She 
definitely influenced 
many of us Bay Area 
(and world wide) 

puppeteers through her warm 
friendships, love of puppetry, and 
magnificent advice. 
     The performances were held in an 
intimate theatre, with real raised stage 
and proscenium.  (Other shows will 
continue the Winter Puppet Festival in 
Feb. and March.) 
As the first puppet show of the series, 
there was a satisfactory attendance with 
several rows of seating having to be 
added as more families arrived.   
Several puppeteers were in attendance 
including day trippers Alan Cook, 
Jackie Marks, and Beth Fernandez, up 
from SoCal.  Also attending was Susan 
Juhl who attended San Jose State with 
Luman, Valerie and Mike Nelson, Mary 
Decker, Lee Armstrong, Kamela 
Portuges, and myself.  There was a wine 
and snack reception following the 
performances.  Alan was enjoying 
explaining the puppets to various 
theatre goers. 
     Afterwards many of the puppeteers 
migrated a few blocks west to SVMA, 
Sonoma Valley Museum of Art.  A 
fantastic exhibit is “Creatures of Magic 
and Myth”, featuring contemporary 
artists (many of them local) and 
traditional arts from other cultures.  
Incredibly inspiring for the puppeteer!  
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Former Guild 
President: 
“the shockingly 
animated Tim Giugni 
of Napa's Il Teatro 
Calamari”  (center) 

Former Guild Member Will Be Missed 
 

 
Roger Mara (Snapdragon Puppets) was a member of the 
SFBAPG for many years and a generous contributor of 

his time and talents.   On December 11, he was 
diagnosed with stomach cancer, and on Monday, January 

15, he died at the age of  53. Roger's passing is a great 
loss to the world of puppetry. 

 
Roger spent many years living and performing in 

California and then moved to the Seattle area about five 
or so years ago. Over the years, he performed at several 
festivals for the Pacific Southwest and Pacific Northwest 
regions, including the 2002 fest at Asilomar, CA and the 

recent 2006 festival in Tacoma, WA. 
 

One of the most painful aspects of Roger's passing is that 
there is very little film or video footage of his wonderful 

puppet performances. If you have any video or film 
footage, please contact Elizabeth Luce at 

elizabeth@lucedesigns.com. 

 

Former SFBAPGuild 
members Bonnie Hall 
and Jamie Keithline 
celebrate 25 years of 
Crabgrass Puppets.  This 
vintage  photo shows 
them in the past with 
more hair! 
CONGRATULATIONS 
BONNIE AND JAMIE! 
Crabgrass Puppets can 
now be found bringing 
warmth and joy to 
audiences in the cold 
Northeast. 

Past Guild President Tim 
Giugni “shockingly 
animated” as 
Passepartout in “80 
Days”  
Kudos To Tim Giugni 
If ever a production was well cast, the 
selection of Tim Guigni to play 
Phineas Fogg’s servant, Passepartout, 
in “Around The World” borders on 
genius! We always think of Tim as a 
talented puppeteer, but his acting in 
this production was superb. Guigni 
plays the part as if he were born to it, 
incorporating his puppeteering skills 
into the role as well as his surprising 
gifts for physical comedy.  
The production, at the 6th Street 
Playhouse in Santa Rosa was a bare 
bones affair, with many scenes using no 
more than a large trunk and some chairs 
to create the illusion of a ship, a train, 
an elephant... So much relied on skillful 
acting and the audience’s imagination 
to keep the action moving forward. The 
evening we attended ended with a well 
deserved standing ovation. 
Congratulations Tim!  
By Lee Armstrong & Rhys Wade 
 
A review by David Templeton, can be found 
online at www.metroactive.com 
 
 

 

World Literature through 
the Wonder of Puppets 
An exhibition of selected works 
from the Alan G. Cook 
Collection 
from the Conservatory of 
Puppetry Arts (COPA) 
This free exhibit features masterworks 
of puppetry, including antiques and 
contemporary examples of the craft. 
You will see a magical collection of 
puppets inspired by the works of 
Shakespeare, Lewis Carroll, Frank L. 
Baum, Beatrix Potter, Hans Christian 
Andersen, and many others. The 

exhibition includes puppets from the 
1937 production of Peer Gynt by the 
Tatterman Marionettes, one of the most 
prominent American troupes of the 
1930s, as well as puppets built by 
George Latshaw, Tony Sarg, and Bay 
Area puppeteer, Wolo. There is also a 
display recognizing the contributions of 
Lettie Schubert, Jerry Juhl and Roger 
Mara.  
The hallways of the Sonoma 
Community Center are alive with 
puppets due to the hard work of Alan 
Cook, Beth Fernandez, John Amos and 
Mary Decker. Alan and Beth selected 
the puppets and drove them up from 
The Conservatory of Puppetry Arts 
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Guild Library Update  
The Guild Library is out of storage! Tim 
Giugni delivered the books to Lee 
Armstrong and they are being housed at 
her place in Sonoma. Tim also catalogued 
many of the books. Thank you Tim.  
The Library Committee will review the 
books and make suggestions at a future 
meeting regarding the Guild Library. If 
you would like to help with the Guild 
Library, serve on this committee, or have 
suggestions regarding the Library, please 
contact the Library Committee. We 
welcome your interest.  
The Library Committee: Kathy Foley, 
Stephanie Holdermann, Mike Nelson & 
Lee Armstrong 

 
Puppets of various ages, types and design are 
displayed in this rare opportunity to view 
some of Alan Cook’s vast collection. 
Jan 8-April 15, Sonoma Community Center  
276 East Napa Street, Sonoma, CA         
FREE  

 
Shelly Willis of the Sonoma Community 
Center, puppet collector Alan Cook and 
Beth Fernandez of COPA (Conservatory 
of Puppetry Arts) pose in front of a case 
of historical puppets in Sonoma.  The 
exhibit continues through April 15.              
-photo Jackie Marks 

(COPA) in Pasadena. They were met in 
Sonoma by Mary Decker who, with the 
help of John Amos, had constructed 
four huge oak display cases. The 
puppets were installed in the cases by 
Alan and Beth.  
The exhibit was opened officially after 
Luman Coad's performance on January 
21. Alan, Beth and Jackee Marks flew 
up from L.A. for this special event.  
The exhibit will be up until April 15. 
We hope that Guild members will 
attend a performance or workshop at 
the Winter Puppet Festival, and then 
take time to enjoy this special exhibit.  
P.S. Because the display cases are 
portable, it is possible for other 

organizations in the Bay Area to host 
this wonderful exhibit after the run in 
Sonoma. If you are interested, or you 
know of a venue that might want a 
puppet display, please contact Mary 
Decker at 650-361-1310 or 
marydeck@earthlink.net.  
 
 

 CALENDAR 
 

Winter Puppet Festival at the 
Sonoma Community Center! 
(Finally, a puppetry festival in the Bay 
Area!)  276 East Napa Street, Sonoma, 
CA 
* February 17-18 * March 10, 11, 25 
2007 
WORKSHOPS AND 
PERFORMANCES 
(NOTE THAT “MEMBER” PRICES 
MEANS MEMBER OF THE 
SONOMA COMMUNITY CENTER, 
NOT THE SFBAPG) 
 
Saturday, Feb. 17 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
Puppetry 101 for Teachers, a 5-hour 
workshop*  Lynne Jennings, Instructor 
$65 member, $72 non-member 
(includes materials) 
 
Sunday, February 18 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 
Family Day Interactive Performance: 
Try Your Hand at Puppetry 
Lynne Jennings, Instructor 

$20 member, $22 non-member 
(includes materials) 
 
Saturday, March 10 2:00-4:30 p.m. 
Puppets in Action, a workshop for 
ages 5-11*  Michael & Valerie 
Nelson, Instructors 
$45 member, $50 non-member 
(includes materials) 
 
Sunday, March 11 2:00 p.m. 
Coyote Sings, performed by 
Magical Moonshine Theater 
(Michael & Valerie Nelson) 
$10 member, $12 non-member 

 
Sunday, March 25 3:00 p.m. 
True Story of the 3 Little Pigs by A. 
Wolf, performed by Paul Mesner 
Puppets (Story used with permission 
from Jon Scieszka) 
$10 member, $12 non-member 
 
January 8 - April 15, 2007 
World Literature through the Wonder 
of Puppets - An Exhibition of Selected 
Works from the Alan G. Cook 
Collection at the Conservatory of 
Puppetry Arts - No admission fee 
 
*Workshops require advance 
registration. Forms are available at 
http://www.sonomacommunitycenter.org 
For more information, call the Sonoma 
Community Center at 
707-938-4626. or Mary Decker at 650-
361-1310. 
 
 
GIANT PUPPETS IN ALPS 
Want to participate in a giant puppet 
pageant in the Italian Alps?  June 16-
24, 2007.  Cost 1250-1650 Euro.  
Includes food, dance instruction, all 
kinds of fun activities.  For more info 
and pictures of past workshops:  email: 
pia@superiorconcepts.org or call Pia 
Petruzzi at (203) 756-2517.  Register 
by March 1 for 10% discount. 


