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Three Tenors move over ...

Here comesthe Three Kermits!
Guild members practice their television puppetry at the Imagesin Motion
studio at the April Guild meeting. Moreinside.
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L ettie Connell Schubert, remember ed

Upcoming Summer Puppetry Festivals, here and abroad
Calendar of events

“Singing (Praises) in the Rain,” awet Easter puppet adventure
Osama Ben Laden sighting (see Puppetry in the News)

Three K ermits and more (April meeting report) | i Eerr s r ez i |




From Your President:
Check it out my dear membership. The
Much Ado About Puppetry site now has
ALL of the workshops and
performances that you can take for an
exciting 3 day festival!

Performances
http://muchadoaboutpuppets.org/perfor
mances.html

Workshops
http://muchadoaboutpuppets.org/works
hops.html

And s0000000 much more. Meet new
people, see old friends, experience the
puppetry community in a fabulous
setting.

Don't forget that on MAY 1 THE
PRICE GOES UP! Get your spot now.
Yours,

The President of SFBAPG

Bits and Pieces from All
over

From Diana (and Buddy) Big

Mountain

1976 - 2006 marks Buddy's 30th year as
Ventriloquist and Puppeteer. To
celebrate Buddy created a new show
called "Dances with Strings." A 45
minute show displaying his beautiful
hand made Native Dancers with a new
member to cast. That show will be
performed at Maria Bodman and Greg
Williams festival " Celebrate Puppetry"
on May 27th.

In the News:

Buddy and Diana Big Mountain will be
traveling to Wales, England in June
2006 to meet with 5 different theatres
for an upcoming project that is
scheduled to open Oct 2007.

A script was written especially for
Buddy by our producer/writer David
Rowe, (Wales) from the writings of the
late George Catlin, who was famous for
his paintings. In the early 1800s he
traveled with the Native American
Tribes across England and the Europe
territories and left a diary of writings

about that journey. Buddy will perform
aone man act telling the storieswith a
cast of Shadow Puppets. Thisisthefirst
time Buddy and Diana sharing the stage
together with her performing Shadow
Puppetry and Buddy as a theatrical
actor. (He's usually the puppeteer).

We also like to add that Buddy was
honored to perform for the late

George Catlin's great-great-
granddaughter in Sherman Oaks,

CA during the Holidays, before

sheleft to vigit India......where

her husband is from.

May 7 -10 Bemedji, MN

May 12- 14 Saddle Lake, Alberta

May 16 - 21 Vienna, Austria

May 27th Groaty Park, Celebrate
Puppetry

From Elisheva Hart

Ray Harryhausen, the amazing
stop-motion animator (of "Mighty
Joe Y oung"-1949 through "Clash

of the Titans'-1981) attended a
screening of a newly restored print of
"The 7th Voyage of Sinbad" at 7 p.m.
on April 8 at the Smith Rafael Film
Center.

His 2nd volume of memories, anecdotes
and pictures, produced with his friend
Tony Dalton, has just been published.
"The Art of Ray Harryhausen" by Ray
Harryhausen and Tony Dalton,
Billboard Books, 230 pages, $50.

L ettie Schubert
Remembered
By Jan Van Schuyver

One of my best memories of Lettie's
generosity in mentoring me was atime
early on in my career (maybe 1978%)
when she came to see the first
performance of "Jorinda and Joringel."
She drove al the way from Mill Valley
to Santa Rosa, had trouble finding the
place due to my poor directions, and
then spent over an hour sitting in my
chilly truck afterwards giving my
clumsy efforts the most gentle, helpful,

and encouraging critique. Specifically |
remember that one character turned into
abird, and she gently suggested that the
bird bare some resemblance to the
character, to help the audience know
what was going on. Duh! What a
treasure she was. The planet haslost a
bit of itsmagic in her passing.

Photo of Lettie Schubert from Puppeteers UK
website

L ettie Schubert
Remembered by Ray
DaSilva

From the Puppeteers UK -

http://www.puppeteersuk.com/news ne
ws.asp?newsref=228

It is sad to haveto report that Lettie
Schubert of Mill Valley, San Francisco
passed away surrounded by her family
on 21 March 2006, aged 77.

L ettie has been awonderful friend to
many puppeteers on this side of the
Atlantic; she made numerous visits to
the UK popping up in all sorts of
places. | remember one day walking
across London’'s Waterloo Bridge and
suddenly hearing my name called and
there was Lettie.

Lettie Connell Schubert has been a
member of the British Puppet & Model
Theatre Guild for many years and
likewise a subscriber to BrUNIMA.



Lettie even attended one of the
Marsham Puppet Weekends where she
did aworkshop for us. In the US she
undertook an enormous amount of work
for the Puppeteers of America, and has
been described as the “glue” that held
puppetry in California together during
the 1950s and 1960s. We first met at a
POA festival in 1957 and since then she
has been so generous and helpful in
many ways and became ‘family’—only a
week or so ago we exchanged annual
birthday greetings.

L ettie enjoyed books and over the years
we exchanged many, and once when
Joan and | stayed at her house | was
privileged to have the job of
cataloguing her excellent library of
puppet books. | recall that it almost
filled aroom with a dliding door off a
corridor, and when we opened it, books
fell out into the passage. Her books
were not only stuffed into shelves
around the walls but with no shelf-space
left there were several piles on the floor
— Lettie had been so busy in various
community arts projects, doing work for
othersthat her own library had been
neglected.

Realizing the impossibility of my task

L ettie went out and purchased four new
book-cases which we assembled
together and placed back to back in the
middle of the room. We sorted the
books into alphabetical order of authors
except for one section which Lettie
described as “old friends’ and which
she wished to keep in one place.

In 1974 Lettie wrote and self-published
her “Hand Puppet Manipulation” in
which she said “Y ou can find reams of
stuff on making puppets .... but when it
comes to making puppets act, the
chapters suddenly become short and
uninformative.” This 20 page booklet is
still the best available guide for anyone
concerned with the difference between
simply ‘working' glove puppets and
bringing them ‘to life’.

Thank you Lettie, we shall aways
remain “old friends’, and who knows?
perhaps end up on the same shelf.

We send our condolences to her
husband Gage, son David, and daughter
Beccy.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARSNOW:
A Memorial Tributeto

L ettie Connell Schubert

A Celebration of Her Life

Friends and family of Lettie are al
welcome.

Sunday, June 11, 2006 3:00 to 8:30
p.m. (set-up is 2:00 to 3:00)

Golden Gate Room, Building A

Fort Mason Center

(Thisisthe same place the Guild had its
40th Anniversary Celebration)
Members of the SFBAPG and its allies
are preparing awonderful celebration
of Lettie'slife! Lewis Mahimann and
Randal Metz will perform the puppet
production "Mrs. Witherspoon's Busy
Day" with Lettie's recorded voice as
Mrs. Witherspoon. The show was
written and designed by Lettie and she
started performing it in 1963. Thirty
eight yearslater, in 2001, Lettie
oversaw the revival of the show for
Children's Fairyland.

Lynne Jennings is enlisting her high-
tech enlarging equipment to create a
Memorial Wall featuring photos,
written stories and thoughts. The Wall
will travel to this summer's puppet
festivals in Washington and Missouri,
aswell asthe 2007 national festival in
Minnesota. Luman Coad is scouring his
collection of past Puppetry Journalsto
capture more information on Lettie's
career as a puppeteer. Alan Cook is
writing about Lettie's life as a puppeteer
and has been passing information to the
Los Angeles Guild and various
newspapers. The L.A. Times
interviewed Alan today. Several

members of the Los Angeles Guild will
be traveling north to attend the
Celebration. Lee Armstrong (Imagesin
Motion) is preparing a big-screen video
montage which will incorporate video
excerpts of Lettie'slife, including her
70th birthday party; an interview of
Lettie done by Anita Coulter and Sam
Hale; and Lettie's work on the 1950s
"Brother Buzz" TV show.

The foundation that sponsored the
"Brother Buzz" show has promised to
supply video footage featuring Brother
Buzz and Miss Busy Bee, puppeteered
by Ralph Chesse and Lettie Connell. An
employee at the Oakland Parks and Rec
Department has dug up a veritable gold
mine of slides depicting the Vagabond
Puppeteers which Lettie directed for
several years.

And there will OPEN MIC for usto tell
our stories.

And there will be wonderful food,
generously provided by Lettie's
husband, Gage Schubert.

Each SF Guild member who canis
requested to bring A DESSERT
PLATE which will feed at least 10
people.

Northern California
Water Puppets?

Has anyone noticed that it has
rained a bit lately? Sharon
Clay sharesthis* Puppetingin
the Rain” story:

About a month before Easter | was
asked if | could put together the remains
of our church puppet team and do a
puppet presentation for Easter Sunrise
service. Although the two other
remaining team members are moving
away, they said they would be here for
Sunrise service, but practicing would be
a challenge - since both of them would
be traveling most of the time before
Easter. | found a cute skit - yes- a
humorous skit on the

resurrection. (Believeit or not), and |
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Puppetsin the news:

From KUOW (NPR station in Seattle) - (from Tim Giugni)

Link tolisten to interview: http://www.kuow.or g/defaultProgram.asp?l D=10340
‘Then, al of us have puppetsin our lives. "No, | don't," you might exclaim. But think
about it. Do you know who Kermit the Frog is? What about Elmo and Big Bird? Puppets
marched in the Fremont Street Fair. The lead character in Being John Malkovich was a
puppeteer and Team America: World Police was a puppet show for adults. Face it,
puppets are all around you, but where do they come from? How are they made? Who
brings them to life? Our "How To" series continues as we examine the life and times of
puppeteers.’

Guests:

Vaughn Palmer political correspondent for the Vancouver Sun

Dmitri Carter part of the Carter Family marionettes at the Northwest Puppet Center
Clay Martin solo performer and puppet maker, working with hand puppets

actually had puppets that would work
for the skit. | sent copies to the other
team members, and they said they
would practice while traveling. | even
managed to get one of them over to
practice once so we could check out
possible lighting and stage height and
necessary extras, since this was going
to be an outside service - at alake,
with limited power for sound and light
and possibly relying on the sun to
providelight - at 6:20 am. There
were aso plans to change the venue
from the lake location to the church, in
case of rain.

We all watched the weather forecast
that week, with on and off forecast of
rain for Easter Sunday morning. The
decision to change the location was
not going to be made until 5:00 am.
Easter morning. | started loading my
car early, with puppets, lights, props,
script, and about everything | thought
we would need. Asit approached 5
am.. | noticed adlight drizzle, and
thought "GREAT - we will be going to
the church, and | don't have to worry

From Mary Decker (an older but fun news story from Aug ‘05)

Full story at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/kent/4134090.stm

A Punch and Judy man has been banned from using Saddam Hussein and Osama
Bin Laden puppetsin his Kent seaside show.

Thanet council told Brent Witts to take the characters out of hisroutine at Viking Bay,
Broadstairs, after complaints from members of the public.

"It wastopical - it was a bit of fun, but someone did not care for that," said Mr Witts who
cast Saddam and Bin Laden as the show's bogeymen.

"They used to have Mussolini in the show - they had Hitler in the show - that is the secret
of Punch and Judy, it istopical," said Mr Witts.

Mr. Witts did remove the offending characters from his show.
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about bring the sound system™. The
phone rang at 5:00, with the Lake
Lookout reporting "It's not raining here
- we're a GO for the Lake".

By the time we | eft the house, it was
absolutely pouring. We groused and
mumbled all the way, with the
windshield wipers going at full speed
knowing that the rain was heading
eastward toward the lake. Aswe got
about 1/2 mile from the lake, the rain

put it away. "Well put the 10 foot
ladder behind you to hold up the tarp",
said the head of the set-up crew. We
looked at each other, and said "OK".
The stage came back out. We all bowed
our heads and said a prayer that we
would get through the service without
being drowned. We took our places
behind the curtain and did a quick run
through of our skit - the first time we

The East Coast Super Sonic
Puppet Festival has advertising

had ever doneit asa team. Then the
rain came!!! Fortunately, the tarp kept
us, the puppets and the curtain, dry. The
people actually stayed through the
service because they stayed dry also.
The tarp had to be "dumped" a couple
of time to keep from sagging from the
weight of the downpour and breaking,
but it went off. When we were finished
with the entire service - so wastherain.
And we were ableto get al the
equipment back to the car - dry. We
also thanked Him for the answer to

prayer.

suddenly slowed to adrizzle and by the
time we reached the lake, it had
stopped. We unloaded all the equipment
and told the crew that the downpour
was on it's way, but they didn't listen.
They were stretching a tarp across the
area above the chairs where the
attendees would sit. They had built a
platform for our stage, but when we put
up the curtain - the tarp sagged down to
the top of the stage, below where our
puppets would have to be seen.

"No way, wejust can't do this' we said,
and folded up the curtain and started to

space available in their program!
Point your computer over to
http://www.eastcoastpuppetfest.c
om/program_book.pdf and print
yourself out a copy.




April Guild
Meeting
Report

Imagesin Mation
hosted our April
guild meeting at
their Sonoma puppet
video studio. Lee
Armstrong, assisted
by Mike Wick,
Anita Coulter and
Bill Furguson who
set up all the lighting
and worked the

camera, led the large what you get.

Workshop leaders Anita Coulter, Lee
Armstrong and Mike Wick demonstrate
group dynamics with puppets for video
at the guild April meeting.

Eye focusisimportant for bringing
your puppet to life. Puppeteers
check their puppets eye focus on the
monitors at their feet.

At the Images in Motion studio, guild members were able
to watch the monitors while puppeteers tested their video
skills. In video puppetry, what you see (on the monitor) is

The more puppetsin a scene, the more
fun the puppeteer ballet is to watch off
screen!

group of attendees through an
introduction to puppetry in video which
included everyone getting puppets on
their hands and getting in front of the
camera while watching the audience
view point in the video monitors.
Puppeteers used to live performance
discovered video performance had
some challenges. Unlike amirror, a
video monitor shows you everything
backwards, so when your puppet enters
the video monitor, it enters from the
opposite side that you are entering
from, providing some temporary
disorientation for the video beginner.
Lee, Mike and Anita each covered
different aspects of video puppetry,
teaching how to move in the video
frame, how to lip synch (to your own

Lee Armstrong demonstrates the proper
stance for a video puppet, inadvertently
showing us the bad posture for a puppet with
her right hand.

voice), eye focus, breathing (the puppet,
not you) and bringing your puppet to
life.

The workshop was kept moving briskly
by Lee and ended with groups of
puppets singing songs on camera, then
everyone watching the videos of the
puppet trios (and more). There were
more snacks and wine and beverages
than anyone could eat and a great time
was had by all. Thanksto Lee and
Imagesin Motion for awonderful
Sunday afternoon in puppet land!

CALENDAR

California Shakespeare Theatre
Merry Wives of Windsor

by William Shakespeare

directed by Sean Daniels

May 31 — June 25

After the wild success of his puppet-
filled Comedy of Errors, Associate
Artistic Director Sean Daniels goes one
further with Shakespeare’ s delirious

CALENDAR continued page 7
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i Pageant Puppetry WORKSHOP in the mountains of Northern Italy June 17 - 25, 2006

i Morinesio’s 5th Annual Midsummer Pageant

: Join us for a one-week workshop in pageant puppetry, culminating in acommunity celebration of
L Midsummer and the Feast of Saint John the Baptist. Collaborate with international participants and
¥ local residents to create an event grounded in the ritual traditions of Morinesio, aremote villagein
i the Piedmont region of the Italian Alps.

i Master Puppetmakers Alex Kahn and Sophia Michahelles (designers for New York’s Village

i Halloween Parade) will lead the workshop, drawing inspiration directly from the folklore and oral
+ histories of the village. No previous experience is necessary. Participants will learn how to design
i and construct giant puppets, masks, banners, lanterns and musical instruments. Working

+ collaboratively, we will develop and perform ritual processions inspired by traditional observance of
i the Summer Solstice (or the Feast of St. John the Baptist), in tandem with regional musicians and
L other local residents.

i The workshop will be hosted by Christa Gaebler at Casadei Fiori, a newly restored complex of
%

¥
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§

¥

’£

|

traditional stone houses. Christa, an international chef, will introduce participants to the tastes of
Northern Italian summer, with daily gourmet meals prepared from local produce and cheeses.
The workshop runs from Saturday June 17 to Sunday June 25. The fee per person is 1450 to 1950
Euros* depending on accommodations, and includes the following:

» Workshop tuition and materials

* Transfer from Bug/ Train station in Cuneo

* Apartment in Casa Dei Fiori or room in nearby B& B

* Daily regional breakfast, lunch and dinner

» Guided tour of local cheese farm

* Bread-baking day at the village’s communal oven

For more information or to make reservations, contact

In Europe: Christa Gaebler (+39)0171.999303

email @casadeifiori.com

In U.S.: Pia Petruzzi: (203)756-2517

virtual pia@earthlink.net

or visit our websites: www.superiorconcept.org or www.casadeifiori.com

%H%H%%H%%W%%W%%%%M%%%%%HM%%%MH%%%

%«;&e«X)e4)«:«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e«X)e%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%MMMM

We've added a new workshop to the lineup for this year's PuppetFest MidWest.

HANDS UP! with Luman Coad, Coad Canada Puppets

Participants will create a comfortable, durable, and performable hand puppet with a papier-mache head.
design elements will be emphasized. Part of the workshop will be devoted to manipulating your new
puppet.

Participants will be able to take their modeling stand and plasticine clay home with them so that they can
continue to build their cast of puppets.

More details at our website at http://puppetfestival.org/. Don't forget that we offer up to four scholarships
every year to PuppetFest MidWest. The deadline for applying for a scholarship is Monday, May 1st, 2006.
Y ou can find that information on the website as well.




CALENDAR (cont. from page 5

comedy, creating amagically inventive
world of puppets and humansthat is
smart enough for children and fun
enough for adults.

Bruns Amphitheater: 100 Gateway
Blvd., Orinda, CA 94563

Box office: 510.548.9666

More info and tickets:

http://www.cal shakes.org/v4/current/sea
son.html

Thefollowing calendar listings
are from Nick Barone Puppets:

Saturday, May 13 - 5:00 pm

"Tales from the Enchanted Forest"
St. Joseph School's Annual Carnival
1120 Miramonte Avenue, Mountain
View, CA

Saturday, May 20 - 12:00 pm & 12:30
pm

"The Biggest Little Bug"

"The Grumpy Old Tree"

Stanford Graduate Family Carnival
Escondido Village, Stanford University,
Stanford, CA

Sunday, May 21 - 2:00 pm & 300 pm
"Tales from the Enchanted Forest"
"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

St. Theresa School Carnival

4850 Clarewood Drive, Oakland, CA

Saturday, June 3, 2006 - 11:00 am
"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

Larkspur Public Library

400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA

Tuesday, June 20 - 7:00 pm

"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

Burlingame Public Library

480 Primrose Road, Burlingame, CA

Wednesday, June 21 - 7:00 pm
"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

Fairfax Branch Library

2097 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., Fairfax,
CA

Thursday, June 22 - 4:00 pm

"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

Bernal Heights Library

500 Cortland Ave., San Francisco, CA

Saturday, June 24 - 10:30 am & 1:30
pm

"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

Filoli House and Gardens' Summer
Festival

86 Canada Road, Woodside, CA

Tuesday, June 27, 2006 - 7:30 pm
"Tales from the Enchanted Forest "
San Carlos Library

610 Elm Street, San Carlos, CA

Thursday, June 29 - 3:00 pm

"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review"

Santa Teresa Branch Library

290 International Circle, San Jose, CA

Magical Moonshine Theatre
Calendar listings

Saturday, May 6, Armadillo’s
Rancho, 5:00 pm, Free. Porterville
Baseball Park, between Olive and
Garden Street, Porterville, CA

Saturday, May 27, 3:30 - 5:00 pm
Puppetales Playshop for ages 4-8.
Children will hear stories, watch a
puppet show, play with puppets, put
on a show, and take home a
puppet. Theme for this session:
“Three Billy Goats Gruff”

At Studio Arts Napa Valley, 2931
Solano Ave, Napa CA. Cost
$20.00. To reserve spot call 707-
257-8007

Saturday, June 17, 8:00 pm, Little

Blue M oon Theatre (Michael &
Valerie Nelson) present “Mutiny on
the Bounty,” an original paper theatre
production (along with another play) at
Studio Arts Napa Valley, 2931 Solano
Ave., Napa, 94558. Tickets $20.00
(25% discount for guild members.
Spaces limited. To reserve call 707-
257-8007 or email:

mail @magicalmoonshine.org Adults
only.

Little Blue Moon Theatre website is
http://magical moonshine.org/bluemoon.
htm

June 11, 2006 - L ettie Schubert
Memorial, Fort Mason, SF (see page
3 of thisnewsletter for details)

REGISTER TODAY!
SPACE ISLIMITED
AND TIME IS
RUNNING OUT!
August 4-7, 2005 M uch

Ado About Puppets,
OUR REGIONAL
PUPPETRY
FESTIVAL! (Seepage
8 for more, or check

the festival website at:
http://muchadoaboutpuppets.or o/

Update your Roster:

ElishevaHart

720 Lohrman Lane,
Petaluma, Ca 94954.
707 763-3810.
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N Hear ye! Hear ye! Banners are waving, drums are beating, and cymbals are clanging for f
N  “MUCH ADO ABOUT PUPPETS.| ask thee, Puppeteer, what could be more appropriate ¥

§ for our medieval puppet festival than Coad Canada’s latest production, “Harlequin’s ;

§ Cloak”? It’s on the performance list! Plus, we’ve just confirmed that Mallory Lewis, ;
§ Sheri Lewis’s daughter, will be performing with Lamb Chop and bringing an exhibit of f
§ Sheri’s original puppets. And the artistic directors report that current negotiations for ;
§ other shows appear to be every bit as promising. Furthermore, the guild’s master ;
W craftsmen will be sharing their talents in a diversity of workshops focusing on, among ¥4
§ other topics: marionette construction, masks, ventriloquism, creation of a one-person ;
§ musical revue, and the puppetry of “Team America” by participants of same. Through ;
§ the PUPPET RAFFLE, registrants will have a chance to win, among other treasures, a ;

N walk-around stage, a Bev London Collectable bear, and other goodies. Surely thou Z
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s can’st not resist sending in thy registration soon? é
N vi
§ Check on the web site www.muchadoaboutpuppets.org for further developments, §

N registration forms, etc. for the Pacific NW/Pacific SW Regional Festival, Aug 4 - 7 2006 ¥4
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