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Los Titiriteros de Binefar’'s new puppet centertie Pyrenees
Mountains offers a wonderful experience for pupgghusiasts visiting
Spain in the summer. Above is pictured the newtiseon” puppet
exhibit hall and next door is a lovely picturesdu¥® seat theatre, all
located in an ancient stone village in the mourdahNorthern Spain.
Visitors to the village will feel they have gonek&00 years in time
(except for the quality of the stage technologthantheatre), and
wandering the streets of Abizanda with vistas lié,hialleys, snow
capped mountains and sheep is a delight. Neamignities offer all a
tourist could want for a summer vacation includhmgels, camping and
outdoor activities. Put this on your list for yotnip to Spain this
summer! More photos and article within.
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From Your President

As | was out of town | sadly missed the
Guild Activity last month at Fairyland
but I am sure that guild members had a
good time and enjoyed the event. This
month we have the first guild meeting
planned by our new Guild Meetings
Committee. Committee chair Herbert
Lange has great ideas for meetings with
performances and on-going workshops
on puppet manipulation (and other
topics), so don't miss our May 19
meeting with a performance (open to
the public as well as to guild members:
BRING A FRIEND AND

INTRODUCE SOMEONE NEW TO
PUPPETRY!) by Fairytaletheater and a
workshop on puppet manipulation
based on the book “Making Puppets
Come Alive.” Those who have a copy
of the book know that it is one of the
best books on hand puppet
manipulation in print. Fairytaletheater
will be presenting a new work,
“Rumplestiltskin.” Guild members who
saw Herbert’'s charming and funny
“Little Red Riding Hood” at a guild
meeting last year will look forward with
anticipation this new offering (and the
rest of you are in for a treat!)

Guild elections are coming up this
spring. The purpose of our guild is to
promote the art of puppetry in the Bay

An excellent way to support the guild is
by becoming a board member, helping
to steer the guild in directions that will
strengthen the art form in Northern
California. If you are inclined to
support your guild but not ready to
make the leap of joining the board, you
can also serve by being a guild advisor
or helping with one of the many
committees that support the guild and
its activities. If you want to run for
office, contact the guild nomination
committee (Lee Armstrong or Talib
Huff) and if you would rather help in
other ways, let your board or
nomination committee know about that
as well. This guild is only as strong and
useful as its membership. Itis a
membership organization, and that
means you. Without your help the guild
can do a little. With your help it can do
more. Serve your favorite art form!
Get involved! It is fun and worthwhile.
And right now in California the arts
need our help more than ever.

(Editor’s note: How about helping your
guild by becoming a journalist for the
newsletter? How about a regular
column on the puppet topic of your
choice? | have ideas of articles that |
can't get to. Volunteers? Contact
Michael at

Area and one of the best ways to do this mail@magicalmoonshine.or)

is to support the guild and its activities.

Could you guess the name of this funny lookingaittar?

“Top Ten”

Story
By Elisheva
Hart

"TOP TEN WAYS
YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE
IN THE WORLD
WITH
PUPPETRY" were
listed on page 7 of
the April, 2007
SFBAPG
Newsletter. The
second one,

Come to the guild meeting May 19 and give it aaBy
Fairytaletheater presents “Rumplestiltskin.”
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"Perform a puppet show-I am
convinced that any and every puppet
show has the potential to change a life",
stirred a memory. One of those "Ya
never know" kind of memories.

During the early 1980's | lived in a
shotgun flat in San Francisco. This is
so named because if you fired a gun at
the front door, the bullet(s) would travel
in a straight line down the hall to the
kitchen in the rear and out the back
door. All the rooms came off the hall at
one side. There was another mirror
image flat which adjoined ours. The
neighbors had a daughter, Vanessa, who
turned six years old. The parents
decided | should perform at Vanessa's
birthday party and told me so.
Somehow it was understood that I'd do
it for free. Our flats were small so |
got out my smallest show, deliberately
decided not to rehearse (being miffed at
being "forced" into this), and when the
day arrived, set up in their kitchen.
Poor me! Just as | was about to begin a
young guest leaned on my table and
dumped everything over. Noble to the
core, | held in my grumbles, reset, and
rushed slap-dab through the show. Of
course the room was stifling with many
children and more adults crammed
inside. To my surprise | realized the
second part of the party was a trip to a
nearby park to see the Pickle Family
Circus. | was invited and despite
myself, had a fairly good time.

Many, many months later one of the
(childless) adult guests bumped into me
on the front steps of our flat. He said
he was glad to see me again and wanted
to tell me something important.
Something like this. "l had been
drinking heavily and doing drugs as
often as | could. Then | went to
Vanessa's birthday party. When | saw
your puppet show and the Pickle Family
Circus | realized there was another way
to have fun in life. | haven't touched
booze or drugs ever since."

YA NEVER KNOW!

Elisheva



The patio outside the front door of this beautsfidne
puppet theatre in the Pyrenees overlooks a brekitnga
view consisting of mountains and a valley in Namth®pain.
Shows are ongoing through the end of July, allwjust,

and the beginning of September.

A Visit to a New Puppet

Center in Spain
By Michael Nelson

Fans of Los Titiriteros de Binefar

(Fable of the Fox) and summer travelers
to Spain alike will be interested to learn
of a beautiful puppet center located in
the Pyrenees in northern Spain. The
center is owned and run by Paco Paricio
and Pilar Amoros of Los Titiriteros de

Attention to detail is shown even in the
restroom doors. Men’s and women’s
rooms are designated by male and
female puppets in frames built into the
doors.

Binefar, and like
everything they
do, it is a gem.
The puppeteer
couple have
bought two houses
side by side,
located on a literal
cliff in an ancient
stone village
called Abizanda.
This picturesque
town has a
population of under 200 people, yet in
the summer it is the center of a thriving
tourist destination, the Pyrenees
mountains. The puppet center is closed
during the winter (and extensive
renovations are on-going) but has
performances almost every day in the
summer, either by the resident artists
(Los Titiriteros) or by guest artists.
There is camping and hotels and
restaurants near by, along with a variety
of summer fun activities such as
swimming, boating, horseback riding,
etc. In addition to the charming stone
theatre there is a lovely new exhibit

hall, which not only features a nice
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The 100 seat theatre has balcony seating and aniegjy
proportioned stage with a lighting and technicabltto that
should server the needs of most shows.

Many of Los Titiriteros puppets as well
as puppets from around the world are on
display in the new exhibition hall next to
the theatre.



the show in the
exhibit, passing at
times 3 hours at the
center. They
change shows
frequently so that
visitors to the area
have a chance to
attend multiple
times during their

vacation. Paco
Los Titiriteros de Binefar founders Paco and Pilar ~ and Pilar also have
will graciously welcome you to their new puppet plans for an

outdoor stage

(overlooking the

cliff view) for the future,
and intend to renovate an ancient stone
bread oven behind the museum to make
“bread and

center in Spainwww.titiriteros.com

collection of puppets (some hands-on)
but a fantastic view from each window.
Paco says that often visitors come to the
exhibit before the show, watch the show
and then spend yet another hour after

MAY GUILD MEETING MAY 19

PUPPET SHOW & WORKSHOP: "RUMPELSTILTSKIN" by
FAIRYTALETHEATER

SAT., MAY 19, 3-6 pm at HOMESTEAD VALLEY
COMMUNITY CENTER, 315 Montford Avenue, (off Millgy

Mill Valley. Map athttp://hvca-marin.org$3 Donation suggested
for show (for general public)

SHOW AT 4PM: In "Rumplestiltskin" everything sgiaround
given & broken promises... Handcrafted puppets bitiigiclassic
fairy tale to life. Sat., May 19, 4:00 pm. Presghby the San
Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guildww.sfbapg.orgShow
performed by puppeteer Herbert Lange, founder o¥/tedetheater.
Herbert is a speech-language pathologist from Beviih a
background in stage acting and a great lifelongipasfor puppets %
and fairytales. He now resides in Mill Valley

|
|

|
|
|

WORKSHOP AT 3PM (free) :
"Making Puppets Come Alive" Puppet Movement Wodshased %
on the classic book by Carl Fijan and Larry EngW&é¢arkshop :
leader, Mike Wick, TV Puppeteer and puppet/spesfigicts

builder will take participants through puppetry miges. Mike's
credits include building on the Muppets ChristmasdC& ILM's :
Star Wars series and puppeteer on "Little LeapsLéapfrogToys. %
Workshop is suitable for Adults and Teens. :

GUILD MEETING AT 5 PM, All are welcome; This eveist
sponsored by the San Francisco Bay Area PuppeBegic

www.sfbapg.org

Masks from exhibit hall

puppets” for visitors. Any guild
members traveling to Spain in the
summer should definitely put this on
their list. It is an experience that will
never be forgotten, guaranteed!

Visitors to Los Titiriteros center in
Abizanda during their summer season
of late July through early September
can see the schedule on their website at
www.titiriteros.com(they said they
usually post it in July.

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING:

(this is how my map program says to get to the imget
To get to the guild meeting location take the E.
Blythdale exit off of 101 in Mill Valley. Continue
straight (the name may change to Ashford) andl&ftn
on Lomita Dr. Turn left on Camino Alto and then
immediately turn right on Sycamore and then the nex
left on La Goma St. When you cross Miller (next
intersection) it becomes Monteford Ave. Stay on
Monteford to 315 Monteford.

NOTE: YOUR NEWSLETTER ED. SUGGESTS

Page 4

CHECKING THESE DIRECTIONS BEFORE

USING THEM.



Most Unusual Audience

Story
By Michael Nelson

Ok. Maybe this is not the MOST
unusual audience, but it is definitely not
your typical puppet show audience.
Last week Valerie and | were
performing in the Spanish city of
Huesca for St. George’s Day, at a city
festival that took place in a forest park
just outside the city. While we were
setting up our show in the late morning,
there were about 1200 teenagers milling
around us (the number came from the
newspaper report the next day...to us it
was just a sea of high school students).
The teenagers were eating but mostly
drinking, many to excess, and soon
there was a steady din of young voices,
shouting, laughing, calling to each
other. One 18 year old that we spoke
with said she wished she could practice
her English with us, but after drinking
so much she couldn’t remember enough
of the language. She did tell us that by
the end of the day many of the kids
would be in the hospital for
drunkenness or related injuries, but that
this was the only day of the year when
this kind of event happened. As our
show time of 1:00 pm approached we
began to worry that we would not have
any of “our” audience there...there
were no families to be seen, but when
the time came, so did the families. The
show went on with no abatement of
noise from the teenagers, but the
families seem to enjoy the show and
seemed to ignore the rest. Sometimes |
wondered if they could hear us with all
of the noise, but they responded at the
right times so | guess they did. After
the show the families quickly
disappeared, leaving us once again
surrounded by the youth of Huesca. |
must say that all of the young people
that we encountered seemed very nice,
and while there were occasional flare
ups of testosterone, for the most part all

seemed peaceful, if not always steady
on their feet. The papers the next day
covered the event, showing the
aftermath, a sea of garbage that
reminded me of photos of the day after
Woodstock, and articles about the
prevalence of teen drinking and
marijuana use.

Do you have a “Most Unusual
Audience” story? Send it in to your
newsletter editor.

Guild Library Update -
New DVD's!

The Guild Library DVD collection is
growing by leaps and bounds. Michael
Wick has donated 6 puppet DVD's and
the Guild has purchased the 5 DVD set
of Paul Mesner's puppet shows.

The DVD's from Mike Wick include
3 Muppet productions, "Follow That
Bird", "Jim Henson's The Storyteller"
and "The Muppet's Christmas Carol"
(which Mike built puppets for in the
New York Muppet Workshop). "Mad
Monster Party" and "The Daydreamer"
have both live action and the
‘Animagic" of the Rankin/Bass puppets.
The sixth DVD, "Frank Baum's His
Majesty the Scarecrow of Oz" is the
classic B&W silent movie fantasy,
written, produced and directed by the
author. Thank you Mike for your
generous contributions!

The 5 DVD set of Paul Mesner's
puppet shows, including "The Dinosaur
Show" "Rumplestiltskin" "Rapunzel”
"Wiley and the Hairy Man" and
"Sleeping Beauty'The Paul Mesner
Puppets,presents original stories,
contemporary children's literature, fairy
tales and folk tales for audiences of all
ages. Based in Kansas City and touring
nationally, PMP performances are seen
by over 100,000 children and adults
each year. The company has appeared
at many festivals: The Henson
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International Festival of Puppetry in
New York, The World Exposition in
Seville, Spain, and the 2002 Winter
Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah. The
Paul Mesner Puppets has twice received
the Citation of Excellence in Puppetry,
the highest honor in the field, from
UNIMA-USA (Sleeping Beauty&

Wiley and the Hairy Man). For all

Guild members who missed Paul's show
at the March meeting (or those that
attended and want to relive the fun),
borrow these DVD's at the next meeting
from the Guild Library.

Elisheva Hart has joined the Library
Committee. Elisheva is a past Guild
Librarian and her expertise will be
greatly appreciated. Thank you
Elisheva.

The Guild Library Committee would
like to have a GREAT collection of
puppetry DVD's. DVD's of
performances are an especially valuable
learning tool. If you have any DVD's
that you'd like to donate to the Guild
Library, please contact the Library
Committee.

If you have any special requests for
books, etc. emalil

(images@vom.cojror call (707 996-
9474) the Guild Librarian and Lee will
research and bring appropriate media to
the next Guild meeting.

Library Committee

Lee Armstrong-Librarian
Kathy Foley

Elisheva Hart

CALENDAR

May 19, Guild meeting,
performance and workshop,
starting at 3:00 pm in Mill
Valley. For more information
see page 4.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
June 10 Guild meeting! For
more info see page 6.

Nick Barone Puppets presents, "Puss In
Boots", Tuesday, June 12, 2007

@ 7:00 pm, San Carlos Library, 610
Elm Street, San Carlos, CA.

Kudos for Bay Area

Puppet DVDs
From Lee Armstrong

Images In Motion, Sonoma, CA
has been busy working on a number of
DVD projects. “The Rockimals”, “Bundle
of Compromises” and “Juno Baby” are
now being entered in competitions and
receiving national recognition.

“The Rockimals” and “Bundle of
Compromises” were both selected by
KidsFirst, the national Coalition for
Quality Children's Media. Their mission
is to increase the visibility and availability
of quality children's programs and teach
children critical viewing skills. All videos
are judged by grownugnd children.
Promos and info of winning videos can
be viewed at their website. The videos are
also screen at over 75 venues worldwide
in collaboration with fests like Starz
Denver International, film societies, arts
and children's museums such as the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art. This is a
great place for puppeteers to learn about
new puppet and children’s videos.

Check out the “Rockimal” promo,
a fun romp through the music of the 60’s
and 70’s. It's streaming at
www.kidsfirst.org then search for
“Rockimals”. The promo features a wide
variety of puppets and sets, built by
Images In Motion Inc.

In the 60’s show the band
recreates the sounds of the 60s with
classics like "Good Lovin," "Respect" and
"La Bamba." As the KidsFirst site says
“Facing ornery cowboys, a lovesick
Bigfoot and a malfunctioning tour bus,

the charming puppets and their antics
deliver entertainment for the entire
family.” In the 70’s show, the

“Rockimals” travel back in time to 1975.
The band hires penguins as stagehand
trainees, and they are put to the test when
a mischievous gopher takes off with a
stage prop. Includes 70s hits such as
"Down On The Corner," "Amie" and
"Feeling Alright."

The 2 Rockimal DVD's are
produced by the Groovy Baby Company,
with Director/Production Designer, David
Feiten (Pixar and Disney credits). Lee
Armstrong was the Production
Coordinator. Over fifty puppets, all the
costumes, props and ten sets were built at
the 1IM workshop in Sonoma. The 60’s
show was shot at the 1IM studios in
Sonoma and the 70’s at Goalline Studios
in Pleasanton. Puppet builders included
Guild members Mary Nagler, Mike Wick,
Kamela Portuges & Lee Armstrong.
There were twelve puppeteers from the
US and Canada working on the
production. Guild puppeteers included
Lee Armstrong, Kamela Portuges, Mike
Wick and Anita Coulter. Kevin Menegus
joined the team as the puppet wrangler
for the 70’s show.

“Bundle of Compromises” made
the KidsFirst list and although the video
isn’t streaming on site, it got a great
review. “Super terrific. Funny and
educational at the same time. Reviews
American history that many of us have
forgotten. Uses wide variety of formats,
from puppets to animation to live action
re-enactments to mock juries. Flows well
and holds interest. There is really nothing
else out there like these that we're aware
of.”

“Bundle of Compromises” was
made on a very tight budget. Images In
Motion worked with the producer,
Howard Egger-Bovet, to build visually
interesting puppets and sets, on a
shoestring budget. Mick Wick built
amazingly detailed Colonial paper bag
puppets. Kamela Portuges put together a
set of the 13 Colonies from soft, green
fleece covered foamscapes, landscaped
with birdhouses, and miniatures. The 13
Colonies were separated by picket
fences. Kamela and Mike puppeteered,
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UPCOMING
GUILD MEETINGS
- MARK YOUR
JUNE CALENDAR
FOR JUNE 10!

A Message from Herbert
Lange, chair of the Guild
Meetings Committee:

I'm currently in touch with
Liebe Wetzel from
LUNATIQUES
FANTASTIQUES who
agreed (YEA!) to give an
object manipulation
workshop for the guild on
Sunday, June 10. Under
consideration at this point i
also to present part 2 of the
“Making Puppets Come
Alive” workshopwith Mike
Wick (part 1 will start on
May 19) to get some
consistency in puppetry
practice. Most probably, we
will meet in Mill Valley one
more time to accommodate
our special guest, Liebe.

Everybody who has ideas
for workshops, performanc
suggestions for guild
meetings, special projects,
etc., please e-mail me at
lang.herbert@gmx.net -

I/ VAV VAV VAY VAV VAV VAY VAV VAY VA
and trained local actors to puppeteer with
the paper bag puppets. Images In Motion
animator, Kieron Robbins, working with
Kamela, created a Monty Python-ish
Flash animation, explaining feudalism
and the Magna Carta.

Additional recognition for
"Bundle of Compromises" includes two
Telly Awards and the venerable
Association of Educational Publishers



(established in 1895) Distinguished
Achievement Award. The Distinguished
Achievement Award is considered the
"Oscar" of the educational industry. The
Telly competition receives over 13,000
entries annually from ad agencies,
production companies, TV stations, cable
companies and corporations.

Three “Juno Baby” DVDs were
shot at the Images In Motion studio. They
have received wide recognition including
The Dove Award’s perfect 5 out of 5
rating, Parent’s Choice, iParenting, a
Telly, and more. Juno Baby has also been
nominated for a Regional Emmy. The
producers are Belinda Takahashi, Ph.D.
and Adam Adelman, CFA, a talented
couple from Marin. The DVDs feature
original music composed by Belinda and
performed by orchestral musicians. “Juno
Baby” DVDs foster an early appreciation
of music, as puppets sing and interact
with the viewer. This was a green screen

i i} ca§ cal i i )i i N N ca ) ca aa ca faca aca aca aa ca aca aca aa a a a aca aca aa a aca anca aa a a a aa ana fa)a a a  fanfa  a

Above are photos from former guild member Kevin ges’s recent tour
performing on a cruise ship with Tony Urbano. Qletse from top left: their
stage set up on the cruise ship, 500 Ibs. of luggaghe airport, back stage with
puppets at the ready, and Kevin sitting on the B¢l of China during a day

i i} ca§ cal i i )i i N N ca ) ca aa ca faca aca aca aa ca aca aca aa a a a aca aca aa a aca anca aa a a a aa ana fa)a a a  fanfa  a

DV Cam shoot, with Kamela Portuges, off.

Lee Armstrong and Mike Wick

puppeteering. Colorful computer

generated background were added in post. _ /mages In

More information on “Juno Baby” can be  Motion is delighted at

found atwww.junobaby.comSome of the recognition that

the songs are streaming on You Tube puppet DVDs, shot in

(search Juno Baby). their Sonqma studio,

are receiving.

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED: TRAFFLE ITEMS for Puppet Rampage - 2007.
This year’s national festival will be held at Condia
University, St. Paul, Minnesota. Check out the sikbat:
www.puppetrampage2007.org

Claire Uldrich Culdrich@aol.com and | will be t@®-Chairs
of the Traffle, as we were two years ago. Petéal@dna,
President of the Central Florida

Puppetry Guild, has offered to help. If you hawmg thing that
you or your guild would like to donate, you can tza Claire or
me at our email addresses.

Or send any items to:

Karen Backes

7500 Babcock Trail

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077

WANTED: Journalist(s) for guild newsletter. Muise
puppets. Contact Michael Nelson at
mail@magicalmoonshine.orgSalary negotiable.
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NOMINATIONS FOR SFBAPG BOARD
ARE STILL OPEN!

Below is the slate of candidates as it stands fidank
you to all who volunteered to run, and those whd #zey
would help out the Board in the coming year.

President Michael Nelson

Co-Vice Presidents Mike Wick & Herbert Lange
Treasurer Valerie Nelson

Secretary Sharon Lande

If a Guild member would like to run for the Boatdey
can be nominated at the May meeting. If the merignér
in attendance, they need to check with the Nomigati
Committee for qualifications. The person nominatingm
must have their written permission. A ballot viié
included in the June newsletter and electionstvélheld at
the June meeting. We welcome the help and support o
every member.

The Nominating Committee
Talib Huff, Mary Decker, Lee Armstrong




San Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guild
PO Box 2296
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