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Cover image was sent in by Mary Decker (and slightly 
augmented by your newsletter editor.)  This unusual 
explanation came with it: 

 

State of the Guild Address 
 
New Year’s greetings to all and 
welcome to 2008.  I hope it is a 
wonderful, happy, successful and 
joyous year for you.   
Now seems as good a time as any to 
give you all a state of the guild address.  
There are so many positive things to 
report that I don’t know where to begin!   
Let’s start with membership.  First of 
all, congratulations to all of you who 
have renewed your membership and 
who did it so promptly this year.  Last 
year membership renewals dragged out  
until late spring (memberships are due 
in September of each year.)  This year 
members renewed quickly which 
greatly helped your treasurer, Valerie 
Nelson,  to do her job comparatively 
quickly and efficiently.  She attributes 
the renewal speed to the inclusion of a 
self addressed envelope in the renewal 
mailing.  There are, of course, still 
those who have not yet renewed (and 
we hope they will), and some losses (a 
sizable number did not renew because 
they no longer live in California 
possibly a product of our struggling 
California economy.)  We currently 
have 72 members, and 8 of those are 
new to the guild.  Early this year you 
should be receiving your guild roster 
and membership card (those 
membership cards have finally gotten 
important as the guild has been 
arranging more and more group 
discounted events and individual 
discounts for members!) 
 
A wonderful change and part of the 
reason we are finding new members 
(both this year and last) is the quality of 
our meetings.  Our meeting planning 
committee (Herbert Lange and Lee 
Armstrong) have been doing an 
excellent job at organizing meetings 
that have included top notch 
performances and workshops as well as 
food, fellowship, celebrations and  brief 
business meetings.  Guild members 

have voted 
with their 
numbers and 
guild meeting 
attendance has 
gone from 
meetings 
where 6-10 
would show 
up to meetings 
of 30-40 
members (and 
guests!)  
Herbert and 
Lee are to be 
congratulated 
and deserve 
our hearty 
thanks for all 
of the 
excellent work 
they are 
putting in.  
The results 
speak for 
themselves.  Early in 2007 the 
membership voted to switch to having 4 
meetings each year, which seems to be  
working well, but starting in March our 
planning committee is trying some 
expansion with development workshops 
in special topics, with our first being led 
by Liebe Wetzel of Lunatic Fantastique 
on object manipulation.  This will be a 
special workshop sponsored by the 
guild but open to the theatre community 
at large.  Your board and the committee 
feel that puppeteers have expertise that 
can benefit not only puppeteers but 
other performing artists as well.  Let’s 
show them what we do and how to do it 
well! 
 
Another area of expansion that has 
worked very well has been guild events.  
This fall the guild organized two group 
outings, one to Avenue Q and one to the 
Bunraku performance in Berkeley.  
Both of these events had over 20 
persons attending and getting guild 
discounts.  These were open to any 
guild members (and their guests) who 

signed up in time.  Again, the guild 
response shows that this is a benefit of 
membership that the guild appreciates, 
so we will explore more for the future.  
For this you, the membership, can help 
by being our eyes and ears.  If you learn 
of an event that might be of interest to 
the guild, let your board know about it 
(preferably well in advance, as there is 
definitely some planning involved.)  
Special thanks to Mary Decker for 
organizing the buraku adventure, and to 
Valerie Nelson and Lee Armstrong who 
were instrumental in organizing the 
Avenue Q trip. 
 
Another exciting area of change for the 
guild started when the guild 
membership voted in August, 2007, to 
change the structure of the guild 
governance from a system of 4-5 
officers to a nine member board.  The 
current officers were instructed to 
organize a transition from the current 5 
officers to the nine.  This change in 
guild governance necessitated a change 
in the guild bylaws to represent the new 
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procedure, and since they had not been 
updated in years, Procedural Committee 
chair Mary Decker was charged with 
updating the entire bylaws, trying to 
help bring the written document into 
line with the actual procedures that the 
guild has been using.  This is a very big 
job and not an overly glamorous or 
exciting one, but important.  I am 
pleased to report that it is almost 
finished.  Big thanks to Mary for 
agreeing to undertake this task and 
networking so well with the officers and 
the membership to do a fair and just job 
of it. 
 
Newsletter report:  There have been 
suggestions that the newsletter is 
outmoded and that a blog or online 
news forum would be more up to date 
and a propos for the members.  I 
personally have resisted that suggestion 
for a couple of reasons.  One is that 
there are members of our guild who do 
not have internet.  A suggested answer 
to that has been that these folks could 
access the internet at a library or 
internet café, but while that may be a 
workable solution for some, I suspect 
that there are those who simply would 
not find it expedient or possible or 
desirable to do it and thus lose contact 
with the guild.  Also, it may be that 
there are those who are drawn to 
puppetry precisely because it harkens 
back to an older, pre-digital time and 
place.  And there are those who may be 
interested in puppetry but find it is not 
their passion.  If it is easy to belong to 
the guild and follow the guild goings-on 
by newsletter, they will continue to do 
to, but if we made it too hard for them, 
they may decide it is not worth the 
effort to follow this interest.  So, while 
we may someday be completely digital, 
for now we still print out some copies 
of the newsletter and mail them out the 
old fashioned way to those who request 
it.    In addition to the news and reviews 
in the newsletter, our new calendar 
editor, Conrad Bishop, has been 
gathering lists of performances of guild 

members and puppet performances.  I 
know that I have used the calendar to 
find performances to attend, and I have 
found when I went to the shows that 
there were sometimes other guild 
members there, so the calendar is 
working.  Performers and guild 
members have to help Conrad, 
however, by sending him material to 
print.  He too depends on the many eyes 
and ears of the guild to bring this 
information to our members.  Report 
what you know to him by the 25th of the 
month so he can send it on to the 
newsletter editor.  
 
Following the digital line of thought, 
our website continues to be a great 
resource not only for members but for 
the community at large.  Thanks to Matt 
Baum for continuing to serve as our 
webmaster and solving all the little 
glitches and bloops that are part of the 
online lifestyle.  And thanks again to 
Mary Decker for managing our online 
Yahoogroup.  For those of you with 
email addresses, you can be in near 
instant contact with everyone in the 
guild just by sending an email.  This 
service can be used not only to share 
guild meeting news and updates and 
performance notices, but also to ask 
where you can buy those glass doll eyes 
or what would be a good material to use 
for molding marionette hands, or poll 
members on philosophical puppetry arts 
topics. 
 
The guild library, thanks to our Guild 
Librarian, Lee Armstrong is happily 
back in the lending business after many 
years of languishing in boxes.  Lee has 
a great technique of bringing a selection 
of books and DVDs to each guild 
meeting where members can check 
them out or return those they had 
previously borrowed.  The guild is 
working on digitizing the library, taking 
the torch from Tim Giugni who did 
most of the work of cataloguing the 
guild’s offerings.  Soon we hope you 
will be able to browse the guild library 

online and order books.  (If there is 
anyone of you who feels you might 
have skills to offer in terms of helping 
set something like this up, please let 
your board know!)  With the re-
activation of the library, guild members 
have begun to donate materials to it for 
the use of the membership.  Nina Dees 
had a great idea for puppet DVDs she 
owned but had already watched:  donate 
them to the guild and if she ever wants 
to see them again some years in the 
future, she will just check them out 
again.  This could very easily apply to 
puppet books as well. 
 
The guild finances are in great shape.  
Guild officers and treasurers over the 
years have been very frugal and the 
guild has saved up a nice reserve of 
funds that give us a very nice safety net 
should something unexpected come up.  
For the past few years guild expenses 
and income have balanced pretty 
closely with a general slight upward 
trend in the guild coffers. 
 
 

January Holiday Party  
Saturday, Jan 12, 2008 
5-9 pm 
San Leandro Community Center 
15301 Wicks Blvd, San Leandro 

  
PERFORMANCES: 
Puppet shorts by various Bay Area 
performers including Kevin Menegus, 
Janaki Rampura and more! 
 
Featuring: 
“One Wacky Winter” by Randal Metz 
& the Puppet Company 
  
Join us for a bit of holiday fun as the 
Puppet Company spoofs our classic 
Christmas TV specials. “One Wacky 
Winter”, is loosely based on “How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas” and is a visual 
treat with a variety of hand and rod 
puppets and marionettes.  
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The set of Argonautika 

Randal Metz & the Puppet Company 
have been creating “Fantasies in 
Miniature” for over thirty years. 
Trained by such famous puppeteers as 
Lewis Mahlmann of Children’s 
Fairyland, Bob Baker of Disneyland, 
and even the Muppets. Randal creates 
shows that appeal to audiences of all 
ages.  
  
POTLUCK SUPPER 
Please your favorite dish to 
share with others. Microwave 
available. Dinnerware will be 
provided. 
  
CONFIRMED! Father Christmas will 
be on hand to help with the GUILD 
GIFT EXCHANGE . If you wish to 
participate in the exchange, bring a 
puppet related, wrapped gift to add to 
the pile (in the past $10.00 approximate 
value has been suggested.) All who 
bring a gift will get to receive one. 
  
PUPPET DISPLAY  
Do you have a puppet that you’ve 
made, that you’d like to display? A 
table will be provided for an informal 
puppet exhibit, so bring your puppet 
(on a stand) and share your puppet(s) 
with others.  
  
Driving directions: 
Northbound 880: exit Marina Blvd 
West. After exiting, go over the 
overpass and get into far left lane. 
Southbound 880: exit Marina Blvd 
West. Get into far left lane immediately. 
AFTER EXITING FROM EITHER 
DIRECTION:  
Turn left onto Merced, the first stop 
light.  
Continue on Merced and bear right on 
to Wicks (Merced turns into Wicks). 
Continue past 
Manor Blvd.  
The community center is on the right 
side, across from the park. 
 
 

 
 

Puppet Power!  The 
SFBAPG invites you to 
put a smile on an Iraqi 
kid's face! 
 
This year, the SFBAPG Holiday Party 
will host a new kind of Gift 
Exchange.  Open up your closets and 
bring out those puppets!!  They 
will be mailed to Peace Through 
Puppets, a non-profit organization 
that was started by Army 1st Sergeant 
Bruce Reges and his mother, 
Jean Reges Burn, a long-time member 
of Puppeteers of America. 
 
Did you read the article in the 
Washington Post?  In the Observer? 
In the Fall Puppetry Journal?  When 1st 
Sergeant Bruce Reges entered 
an Iraqi school classroom for the first 
time, he was dressed in full 
body armor, and the children were 
absolutely terrified. Sergeant 
Reges was profoundly upset by this, and 
he immediately contacted his 
puppeteer mother and asked her to send 
puppets.  Three weeks and 
several boxes later, Peace Through 
Puppets became an official 
non-profit organization, and the staff 
has been collecting and 
shipping puppets to Iraq ever since.  
One interesting note: the PTP 

staff members include Judy and Bob 
Brown, who just won the 2007 
Puppeteers of America President's 
Award for 50 years of outstanding 
contribution to the art of puppetry! 
 
Besides taking donations of puppets, 
Peace Through Puppets also is 
accepting donations of stuffed animals 
and cash.   The cash allows 
them to buy more puppets and pay for 
shipping! 
 
So, Good SFBAPG Members....  Let's 
make this a very special gift 
exchange!  Bring your puppets and 
stuffed animals, and any hard cash 
you wish to donate toward shipping!  
If the puppets are used, just be 
sure that they are clean...  And one 
important thing to note:  Jean 
Reges Burn says no depictions of 
people or pigs, please.  Iraqi 
culture doesn't accept those. 
 
Let's make the SFBAPG the model for 
other guilds to follow!  Bring 
those donations on January 12! 
 

Argonautika by Mary 
Zimmerman, Presented at 
Berkeley Rep.   
Reviewed by Michael Nelson 
 
Argonautica is the story of Jason and 
the Argonauts who go in search of the 
golden fleece.  This is a Greek myth, 
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Argonauts fight off a giant puppet foe. 

and like most of the Greek myths, it is a 
complicated story, with meddling gods, 
jealousy and rivalry, heroism and 
betrayal.  All of this was wonderfully 
presented by Mary Zimmerman who 
both wrote and directed this 
presentation which included actors and 
puppets.  The presentation was simple, 
extremely effective and immediately 
engaging.  While the acting at times 
seemed surprisingly stilted, the visuals 
were powerful and the sparse stage was 
used effectively to create landscapes, 
the ship, interiors of palaces, gardens, 
etc.  Very early on in the show the 
sailors began stringing ropes and 
pulleys around the stage (which had a 
large mast-like pole in the center) and 
right away the audience knew without a 
doubt the Argo ship was being created 
right before our eyes.  Puppets and 
simple theatrical effects were used 
throughout the play.  One of the most 
effective was a long string marionette 
baby, without features, who was lain on 
the stage floor.  When soldiers came in 
to kill the baby and parents, they found 
the parents already dead by suicide (no 
one said this was a happy story) but the 
baby alive.  One of the soldiers almost 
wistfully caressed the puppet baby, then 

swiftly grabbed its strings and sliced 
them with a knife, thus cutting the 
baby’s life. 
During the intermission we ran into 
guild members Joe and Ronna Leon 
(and friends) in the lobby.  Joe asked 
me what I thought about the play so far 
and I said that it was so thrilling a piece 
of theatre that if it had ended at that 
moment I would be satisfied.  Then we 
went back and watched the second half, 
which was admittedly quite a bit darker, 
but none the less, I would highly 
recommend this production.  I saw it 
quite near the end of its extended run, 
so, unfortunately I can not tell you 
where to see it, but it is the second 
Berkeley Rep work we have seen by 
this writer director, and I say watch for 
her work in the future.  It is sure to be 
worthwhile. 
 
 

Notice:  Visual 
Artists/Designers  
This is an extremely strange offer, I 
know, since the last thing artists want is 
an invitation to do something for free.  
Nevertheless... 
 

I'm looking for talented visual artists to 
spend a couple of hours of your life 
tossing out design ideas - sets, 
costumes, or  puppets - which you then 
need have no further responsibility for. 
A tiny bit of involvement, or a lot. This 
is an experiment. 
In May, The Independent Eye is 
producing (in Sebastopol, CA) a 
puppet/mask adaptation of the Sumerian 
"Inanna" myths entitled DESCENT OF 
THE GODDESS INANNA, 
TRENTON, NJ, 5:42 P.M. It jumps 
between myth and present-day reality- 
Well, I'll tell you more if you're 
interested. To get the story on us, visit 
http://www.independenteye.org.  
I'm directing, designing and building 
the piece. What I'd welcome 
enormously is input from other visual 
artists, stage designers, costumers, or 
puppeteers as part of the evolution of 
this work over the span of January and 
February, when it needs to start taking 
form. 
 
As a director, I've worked for the past 
39 years with a collaborative ensemble 
process, the actors offering vast input. 
As a designer, it's a much lonelier road, 
and that's why I'm reaching out. You 
might offer just an hour of 
brainstorming, a few quick sketches, or 
a more ongoing dialogue - whatever 
you're moved to. Often, even the most 
off-the-wall ideas bear good fruit, or 
sometimes it's just a matter of someone 
saying the overlooked obvious. I have 
strong ideas of my own, so I find lots of 
amps are generated by other insights 
cutting across my own magnetic field. 
No obligation involved, just creative 
juice. 
What I can offer is a DVD of the final 
production, program acknowledgement, 
and an interesting experience. I can also 
reciprocate, for what it's worth, if you 
might find a similar dialogue useful at 
some point. Sorry we can pay nothing: 
entire budget is for equipment, 
materials, & promotion, with actors 
receiving a small % of the gate. The 
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Long-time SFBAPG member, Betty Stewart, 
died in October, and her 
family is interested in either selling her 
puppets or donating them 
to a worthy organization.  Some of the eleven 
foam puppets from her 
"Peer Gynt" show are pictured here.  They are 
about 3 feet tall, and 
are operated in bunraku style.  There is also a 
set of puppets from 
"Peter and the Wolf."  If you know a good 
home for these puppets, 
please contact Judi Weaser, Betty's daughter, 
at 209-742-6461 or 
judi_a_weaser@yahoo.com.   

production will run in Sebastopol May 
9-24, and we expect to tour it thereafter. 
If you'd like to consider this: 
1. First, visit our website. Check out 
who we are - the chronicle history will 
tell you more than you ever wanted to 
know - then go to 
http://www.independenteye.org/plays/in
anna.html. This has info on our 
previous staging: the text, the audio 
version we did for public radio, and 
photos from the 1999 staging - though 
the new piece will be entirely 
redesigned. 
2. Drop me a note, including something 
about your own work. I'll then send you 
a short summary of our production 
parameters, and we can decide how to 
interface. If you're long distance, by 
email or Skype; if you're in the Bay 
Area, could be face-to-face. 
As I said, this is an experiment. 
Peace & joy- 
Conrad Bishop 
 
 

Elisheva Hart Sends Gift 
Idea 
  
IDEAL GIFT.  Sienna Antiques, 119 
Petaluma Blvd No., Petaluma, (707) 
763-6088, has a Guignol stage and set 
of 10 puppets, in their holiday front 
window.  There are 10 carved wood 
hand puppets of this traditional French 
folk puppet theatre: Guignol, devil, 
cleric, soldier, etc. 
I had trouble measuring the puppets' 
heights through the window, but appear 
to be approximately 8-10 inches from 
the bottom of the clothes to the tops of 
the heads.  The stage is wood with a 
front panel to sit behind.  
     Inside the store is a smaller 
children's version of a Guignol set.  The 
9 puppets are a few inches smaller and 
have molded heads and hands, probably 
made from a composite material (one 
puppet has a broken hand and I could 
see it is hollow.)  It seems to be a 
commercial set.  The wooden stage sits 

on a table.   
     Both sets come from 
France and are $2,350 and 
$1,485 respectively. Wanna 
guess what they cost brand 
new, many years ago?      
Elisheva 
 
 

ShadowLight 
Productions 
proudly announces 
the release of a 
new DVD 
  
 Mayadanawa 
a new film on Shadow 
Theatre by Larry Reed 
 
Home Viewing Copy: $30 
(+tax, shipping&handling)  
 
Mayadanawa documents the 
first ShadowLight's hallmark 
giant screen shadow 
production to be created in 
Bali. The idea of using 
shadow masks and multiple 
light sources was new to the 
island, and a radical 
departure from traditional 
Wayang Kulit. Thirty 
musicians and twenty 
dancers and shadowcasters 
from the village of 
Pengosekan, Ubud, brought 
the show to life for the 1996 
Walter Spies Festival. 
Mayadanawa was directed by Larry 
Reed and I Nyoman Catra with original 
music composed by I Dewa Berata, 
performed by an acclaimed gamelan 
group, Cudamani.  
 For more about Mayadanawa: 
Watch Making of Mayadanawa on 
YouTube. 
 


