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� Jacques Felix dies 

 

Guild Holiday Hula Day Celebration! 
 

On January 28 Guild members joined together to celebrate 
sunshine, laughter, good eats and all-round fun in a 

tropical mode (on a rather dark and stormy San Franciscan 
night!)  Above are featured the winners of the “ Most 

Tropically Dressed”  award.  More on the tropical bash 
inside. 

Guild Holiday Hula Day Par ty 
 
On a foggy, raining January 28 night a group of 
puppet enthusiasts threw caution to the wind and 
using naught but their imaginations and some 
cheap decorations created their version of a 
tropical paradise.  This was no mean feat as the 
party was held in one of the rooms of the former 
military compound at Fort Mason in San 
Francisco.   
                                             (cont on page 5) 
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The German city of Lübeck, and sign for puppet museum.  All 
photos from museum courtesy of Fritz Fey. 

 
Puppet mechanism esposed.  
Made in Hamburg in the mid 

1800s. 

 
Puppets at the museum were often displayed 

with scenery or in stages.  Here are two 
marionettes from a Schiller comedy (Der 
Neffe Als Onkel), puppets, made in 1920. 

 

 

Travelogue:  Museum für 
Puppentheater Lübeck 
By Michael Nelson 
 
Last September Valerie and I had the 
opportunity to spend a day in the 
historic North German town of Lübeck.  
One of our goals in visiting Lübeck was 
to tour the puppet museum located 
there.  One of our companions for the 
adventure was Peter Baldwin, President 

of the British Puppet and Model 
Theatre Guild 
(http://www.puppetguild.org.uk/ ), the 
Brits’  version of Puppeteers of 
America.  Also accompanying us (and 
ably serving as guide and translator) 
was Andrea Johansson.  We made our 
way through the narrow cobble streets 
of this ancient river port city until we 
came to the museum.  In the museum’s 
display window were some quite large 
(four feet tall or larger) puppets with a 
sign advertising that a correct guess as 
to their country of origin would gain 
one a free admission to the museum.  
After a brief discussion by the 
window, we felt fairly certain of our 
answer even though none of us had 
seen puppets of this scale from that 
country before.  I guess that few get 
the answer correct as the ticket taker 
was quite surprised at our correct 
answer and wanted to know more 
about us.  When we told her that we 
were puppeteers from America she 
replied, “Well, then, we are 
enemies,”  and identified herself as 
an Iraqi.  I guess not all Iraqis see us 
as liberators.  In any case, if I had to 
choose where to meet one of my 
enemies, I think a puppet museum in 
Lübeck is not such a bad place for it. 
 

The museum founder and owner, Fritz 
Fey, was very kind and when he learned 
we were puppeteers he offered us free 
entrance (we had already paid except 
for me with my free guess) and free café 
items.  He chatted with us a while, and 
indicated his interest in connections 
with puppeteers.  He began his 
collection 2 ½ decades ago when he 
was traveling through Italy and met an 
old puppeteer who had handmade 
Sicilian marionettes dating back to the 
19th century.  “A Saracen warrior 
puppet caught Fritz with its piercing 
gaze and he was hooked (he acquired it 
on the spot).  Now he has amassed an 
impressive collection and is still 
expanding. 
 
The museum itself has a modest sized 
café (maybe with a potential occupancy 
of 30) and various puppet items for 
sale.  One thing I liked about the café 
was a large, cylindrical lamp in the 
center of the ceiling that had a 
revolving display of shadow puppets 
inside that were projected by the light 
onto the shade, going round and round, 
and appearing in different proscenium-
like openings.  I’d love to have one of 
those! 
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Beautiful shadow puppets from Thailand from 

around 1900.  Shadow puppets were often 
displayed with appropriate shadow lighting. 

 
One of many old posters on display, 

this one boasts some similarities to our 
guild logo character! 

 
A French Guinol stage, circa 1870.  

Guinol is a French hand puppet 
character whose name is now 

synonymous with “ hand puppet”  in 
France (a hand puppet in French is 

called a guinol!) 

The museum itself was quite fantastic.  
The building that housed the museum 
was hundreds of years old, and the 
museum was laid out in a labyrinth of 
stairs and exhibits in small rooms, 
organized loosely by country or culture.  
By the time we were done touring the 
museum, I felt that we had been on at 
least five floors and so many rooms that 
it seemed that the inside of the museum 
was somehow magically much larger 
than the outside of the building would 
allow.  Later I learned that the museum 
is in five restored houses, but you can 
not tell when you pass from one house 

to another as you wander.  
It does tend to allow one 
to get lost in the museum, 
and after a while,  if I had 
had to quickly find the 
exit, I would have had to 
follow the arrows leading 
me from room to room as I 
had lost all sense of 
direction. 
 
While not a complete 
survey of puppets from 
each country represented, 
the variety  and 
extensiveness of the 
collection was impressive.  
The puppets were very 
nicely displayed and lit, 

and various rooms had complete stages 
set up with puppets in them to show 
context for the puppet form being 
highlighted.  Of course there was a 
wonderful collection of carved German 
puppets, with the works of various 
puppet carvers given extensive display.  
It is possible that these may have been 
puppeteers or carvers very well known 
to Germans, although not familiar to 
me.  There was also a working hand 
puppet stage and small theatre space 
with child sized benches where 
performances that probably featured the 
exploits of Germany’s version of Mr. 
Punch, Kasper. 
 
In addition to the puppets there was an 
extensive collection throughout of 
posters, programs and tickets from 
historical puppet productions. 
 
After decades of making puppetry my 
life work, I was delighted to discover in 
the museum several types of puppets 
which I had not seen nor heard of.  In 
one display there was a beautiful 
Chinese stage and puppets displayed 
where the puppets had the look of 
Fujian hand puppets but were worked 
with rods, not from below, but from the 
side.  I believe that the puppeteer would 
sit on the floor in the “wings”  and move 

the puppets in and out on a level close 
to floor level.  I always find that the 
small, traditional Chinese hand puppet 
stages are the most magical and 
intriguing looking stages and this one 
was no exception. 
 
Another kind of puppet that surprised 
me was a kind of automata used as a 
puppet.  I am familiar with (and have 
even made) automata (mechanical 
figures that use a mechanism to perform 
some repetitive movement) but these 
displayed appears to be made for 
performance.  They were generally flat 
and painted.  Many had gears, levers, 
etc., and many were obviously designed 
to be pushed across the stage floor in a 
slot using a long, horizontal rod.  The 
mechanism was worked by wheels 
which rested on the top edge of the slot 
(see photo of row boat.) 
 
At the conclusion of our tour of the 
museum I felt that American puppetry 
was not particularly well represented, 
but upon reading the museum catalogue 
I noted that the museum purports to 
focus on Europe, Asia and Africa (and 
they have a nice African collection.) 
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A mechanical automata puppet that 

surprised and delighted this visitor to the 
museum.  There were many of this type on 

display. 
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When I told Mr. Fey that I was the 
newsletter editor for our Guild 
newsletter, he kindly gave me a series 
of photos of puppets from the museum 
and permission to use them in the 
newsletter, so a special thanks to him 
for his generosity and kind hospitality 
during our visit. 

 
 
Bits and Pieces: 
 
PUPPETEER HONORED  
Caroll Spinney, the puppeteer who 
plays "Sesame Street" icons Big Bird 
and Oscar the Grouch, will receive the 
lifetime achievement award at this 
year©s Daytime Emmy Awards.  
Spinney was chosen for his work 
entertaining and educating children for 
nearly four decades, the National 
Academy of Television Arts # Sciences 
announced.  
The 33rd Annual Daytime Emmy 
Awards will air April 28 on ABC.  
-Associated Press (submitted by  
Elisheva Hart) 
 
 
Lettie Schubert Remembers 
Lucy Morton , Guild Member 
 
Long time Guild member Lucy Morton 

died on October 25 after a long and 
happy life. She was in her 90s. For 
those of you on line, the news did go 
out through the Guild e-mail service. 
Lucy created the Rossmoor 
Marionettes when she lived at 
Rossmoor in Walnut Creek and she 
coaxed (and delightfully bullied) 
fellow seniors through many many 
shows. She was one of the most 
energetic and enthusiastic women 
I©ve ever met. She designed knitting 
patterns on the computer long before 
any of us even knew that laymen 
could use computers. She and her 
daughter Grace wrote a book on 

making and performing string puppets. 
Two or three years ago she came to 
Fairyland for a day of puppetry and also 
attended the Salzburg Marionette show. 
In later years she divided her time 
between Rossmoor and southern 
California. She is survived by her 
daughter Grace (Solomonoff) of Boston 
and her son Jess and daughter-in-law 
Donna Morton in Southern California. 
When last I talked to them, they were 
trying to find a home for Lucy©s 200 
marionettes. She contributed so much to 
our Guild with her great spirit. She also 
invited us to have several meetings at 
Rossmoor.  
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Ukuleles, leis, and laughter, the order 

of the evening at the Guild Party.  
Here Margaret and Paul Bloom 

ignore tuning (and broken strings) 
and cut loose! 

 
UNIMA’s Jacques Felix Dies 
 
Dear Friends, 
With a deep sorrow I have to 
communicate all of you that Mr. 
Jacques FELIX our Ex-General 
Secretary (1980-2000) died on the 6th 
of January at his home in Charleville 
Mezieres. His funeral will be held next 
Wednesday, 11th of January at 10:00 
a.m. 
It is a great loss, of course for his 
family, his son/daughters, but also for 
all of us that we had the honor to know 
him. UNIMA will be always thankful 
because his dedication and his 
generosity to the ideals of our 
Association. At these sad moments we 
beg you a prayer for his soul. 
Miguel ARRECHE 
General Secretary of UNIMA 
 
 
Letter  to the Editor  
 
Dear Editor,  
Ganesh is the patron saint of New 
Beginnings, that is why Hindu 
puppeteers make an offering to him 
each time they begin a show.  
The Catholic Patron Saint of Puppeteers 
is Saint Simeon, July 1 feast day, 6th 
century A.D. I learned this in the 70©s 
and remember because of San Simeon, 
Hearst Castle. I misremembered his 
feast day as July 4th...perhaps I was 
mistold this. He is listed as St. Simeon 
Salus (or Salos in Greek) which means 
"mad" or "the crazy". He was an 
eccentric and cared for the most 
wretched and neglected among the 
people, especially harlots. (I believe his 
is also associated with thieves and 
pickpockets, being their patron saint, I 
might be making this up. But 
puppeteers and showpeople were 
considered way down there, whether in 
India (where the shadow puppeteers, 
working with leather, are of the 
untouchable caste ) or in Europe, Japan, 

etc.  
He is part of the ongoing group of 
ascetics known as "fools for Christ©s 
sake"...men who, by their senseless 
behavior and shammed stupidity, 
deliberately courted humiliation and the 
scorn of their fellows.  
My library references are ©The Avenel 
Dictionary of Saints©, by Donald 
Attwater, and ©Butler©s Lives of the 
Saints©, vol 3. Maybe someone who is 
more versatile with the computer can 
approach this from the patron saint of 
xxx aspect.  
Sincerely, An Avid Reader, "BEE" 
 

Guild Holiday Hula Day 
Par ty   
(cont from page 1) 
Congratulations go out to the 
decorations committee who placed 
bright table cloths on the tables, with 
candles, grass table skirts, garlands of 
tropical flowers, colored lights and even 
an inflatable coconut palm.  All that 
was missing was the smell of suntan 
lotion! 
 
As guild members entered the 
transformed space they were greeted by 
the sounds of Hawaiian steel guitar and 
ukulele tunes beautifully strummed by 
guild member Kathy Dodge (on the 
uke) and her husband, who is also a 
ukulele maker in the Bay Area.  After 
listening to the island lullabies and 
admiring the tropical instruments, guild 
members were invited to dine on the 
luau-esk viands brought to the pot luck.  
While the traditional roast pig with the 
apple in its mouth was missing, there 
were many tasty choices (not all strictly 
tropical) and the fact that there were 
plenty of leftovers spoke to the fact that 
no one went hungry , and more than one 
guild member returned to go through 
the buffet line yet a second (third?) 
time. 
 
After dinner it was Party Time and 
Guild secretary Emily Giugni surprised 

everyone (even her husband Tim) with 
her prowess in the hula hoop 
department.  While her style was 
superior, she fell slightly short time 
wise with Benjie Nelson taking the 
duration title in the hula hoop contest.  
Fun-time organizer Elisheva Hart then 
handed out ukuleles to most everyone 
for a Mili Vanilli (meaning “ faking it” ) 
uke version of Hula Hands.  An encore 
was demanded, and guild members 
danced and Kathy Dodge brought out a 
hula girl marionette that swayed 
through her stuff for the guild. 
 
After the games came a performance of 
Magical Moonshine’s Cirque du Café 
(see last issue for more on that) with 
live accordion music provided by guest 
artist Steve Ventrello, a wine maker and 
wine broker who traveled all the way 
from Napa to play for the guild. 
 
Then finally, the moment many had 
been waiting for all night:  the raffle!  
This guild has the most spectacular 
raffles and this year was no exception 
with prizes that included original 
artwork, a Bil Baird cast of a fox 
(wolf?) head mask, a beautiful coffee 
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Herbert Lange brought a collection of cute undersea puppets for under the 

inflatable palm; above he and Sam Bloom do a puppet “ jam”  together.  
Upper corner shows Sam drawing raffle tickets from the raffle coconut held 

by Guild President Tim Guigni as guild members wait in utter suspense!. 

 
The Guild Raffle presented a sumptuous spread with treasures 

generously donated by Lettie Schubert, Diana Big Mountain, Pam 
Wade, Mary Decker, Ruth Stotter, Tim Giugni, and Elisheva Hart* .  

Prizes were coveted, dreams fulfilled and hearts broken. 
 
 

*These are all the donors your newsletter editor knew about.  With a rush to 
print the day after the event, I was unable to verify the completeness of this 
list.  If I missed recognizing your donation, please let me know asap so I can 
do so in the next newsletter.  All of the donations were wonderful and 
important and the failings of your newsletter editor should not be construed 
as lack of appreciation by the guild board and membership. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 
Books For Sale: 
The First Book of Puppets, 1957 by 
Moritz Jagendorf, Illustrated, 
Hardcover, $20 & shipping from San 
Mateo 
 
Marionettes & String Puppets 
Collectors Ref Guide, 1998 Daniel 
E. Hodges, softcover, $20 + 
Shipping from San Mateo 
 
Contact Nina Dees, 
DeesignsCo@aol.com,  
Deesigns & Associates 
DESIGN MARKETING SERVICES 
650/348-5100 
Fax: 650/348-5102 
http://hometown.aol.com/deesignsco
/myhomepage/business.html 

table book on Bunraku, and various 
puppets, videos, and memorabilia.  
Great was the suspense as the winning 
tickets were selected by young Sam 
Bloom (chosen for the task as the only 
non-reader in the room…hence no 
cheating.)  Some won nothing, and 
some lucky members seemed to win 
again and again, but that is the nature of 
a raffle.  In any case, everyone had a 
good time and the guild made a little 
money ($243.00!) and some people got 
to take home some really neat stuff! 
 
But if you thought that was enough, 
then came the gift exchange where 
members traded fun items from under 
the palms (ok, just one palm, but 
still…)  One could not help but leave 
with a warm glow (and maybe just one 
more of those lemon bars.) 
 
 


