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Saturday, Jan 10 5-9ish pm
Lake Merritt United Methodist Church, the Stark 
Room
Main entrance at 1330 Lakeshore Avenue
Rear entrance at 1255 First Avenue
Oakland, CA, http://www.lakemerrittumc.org/
Mark your calendars for this Guild traditional 
celebration of the Holidays and New Year, featuring 
The Frog Prince by Fratello Marionettes and Coulter 
and Star Ventriloquists.
Holiday Potluck Supper, Gift Exchange, and More!
PERFORMANCES
The Frog Prince by Fratello Marionettes
This classic Fairytale is the story of the spoiled 
Princess Ofelia on the day of her birthday celebration. 
The Court Jesters have come to entertain us with 
their acrobatic feats. We soon discover that the 
wicked witch has transformed a handsome Prince into 
a frog and he is destined to live out his life in the 
wishing well. While playing in the meadow, the 
Princess Ofelia accidentally drops her new golden ball 
into the well. The Princess promises to grant the frog 
three wishes before he will retrieve her ball. Will the 
princess follow through with her promises, and will 
the frog indeed turn back into the handsome Prince?
Kevin Menegus:    Founder of Fratello 
Marionettes, Performer, Builder
Kevin Menegus developed his unique style of 
puppetry while performing throughout the world. 
Kevin has studied with puppeteers Tony Urbano, 
Bob Baker, Randall Metz and Lewis Mahlmann. 
Kevin received his Bachelor of Music Degree in 
Percussion Performance at the University Of The 
Pacific Conservatory Of Music. Kevin has traveled 
throughout the United States performing classical, 
jazz and new music.
More info at http://www.fratellom.com/ptroupe.htm
Coulter and Star Ventriloquists
Comedy vignettes by Ron Coulter and his partner 
Sid. As Ron says, “Ever since Sid Star and I were the 
same age, we have worked together.   Sid still looks 
the same - he loves to say that.”
        I say, “Time is the great healer.”
        Sid says, “Yeah, but it’s a lousy beautician.” 
Ron Coulter has toured nationally and toured Asia for 
the U.S. State Department and the U.S.O.   He was 

Guild Holiday Party!



 What a Fall we have had!  We have watched as one of the least popular American administrations was 
displaced by election of our nation's  first African American president, who ran on a message of hope and 
change.  At the same time we have watched our home and investment values plummet, jobs disappear, 
education funding continue to shrink, support for the arts cease even to be an issue (now it generally seems 
assumed that art can not be funded), and our fellow Californians and Americans living in uncertainty, if not 
economic fear and suffering.  What is the place of puppetry in all this change and turmoil?
Many years ago I remember hearing someone at a puppetry festival relate the tale of a long ago king who 
undertook to rank all of the arts in order of importance.  When he was finished there was a tie for the bottom 
rung of the arts: puppetry and acts with dogs.  I have always recalled this with some humor-filled pride.  With 
the possible exception of some Indonesian kingdoms, I would have figured puppetry would not end up at the 
top.  At least at the bottom there is distinction, even if it has to be shared with canine acts (there are many 
who like dogs!)  Puppeteers may never be the highest priority of society.  That's okay.  An Argentinean 
puppeteer once told me that at a time when political dissidents in his country were being "disappeared" he was 
able to continue to be an artistic agent for change because what he was doing was "only puppets," a derogatory 
perception that he felt had saved his life.
This week I did one of those "only puppet" shows, not intended for the purpose of political change, but just 
as little fun show for a group of wide eyed, wonder filled preschoolers; children whose lives stretched out 
before them; children who will hopefully grow up, find meaningful purpose, loving companions, joy in their 
family, grow old in a society that makes sense, and make some difference in the world.  The paths of those 
youngsters are being paved right now.  Everything that happens to them and to a great extent, around them, 
will guide and influence them.  And that includes my show about a silly, joyous puppet character who faces 
puppet adversity with an undaunted optimism and carefree attitude (an attitude I wish I could adopt when 
looking at my finances these days!)  So, really, I AM an agent of change.  I am sharing my art with these 
children, and thinking about what my show can mean for them in their lives and development.  I am reminded 
of the wisdom of Sirppa Sivori-Asp speaking about the effects of a puppet show on a child:  "(the show) 
leaves an unforgettable trace in her mind, as if put in reserve for her growing-up process, helping her to become 
strong, to face the sometimes cruel world. And also she will know that in our lives there is still much good left 
to share and to help us survive."  So, if we look at it this way, we are not doing puppetry for fun, or money, or 
because we are good at it; we are doing it for the survival of the human race!  I wonder if a dog act can say the 
same?
Onward and Upward, fellow puppeteers!  It must get better from here!

one of fourteen world playwrights invited to the 
United Nations and one of two invited back. Comedy 
is his passion.  For a decade each, Ron & Sid taught 
college theater, founded and operated Oakland’s Myth 
and Magic Factory, served in ministry, benefited from 
corporate work and now, enjoy a provocative 
retirement. 
More info at  http://www.CoulterandStar.com

POTLUCK SUPPER
Please your favorite dish to share with others. 
Microwave and refrigerator available. Dinnerware will 
be provided.

GIFT EXCHANGE
If you wish to participate in the exchange, bring a 
puppet related, wrapped gift to add to the pile (in the 
past, $10.00 approximate value has been suggested.) 
All who bring a gift will get to receive one.

From your President



BOOK REVIEW 
by Elisheva Hart

  Spinning Straw into Gold  What Fairy Tales Reveal 
about the Transformations in a Woman’s Life
by Joan Gould.  Published by Random House, 2005.  
Paperback $15.95  ISBN 0-8129-7545-6.

 “What’s your favorite fairytale?” begins the first 
sentence in this scrumptious and very readable book.  
As puppeteers/storytellers this question translates 
into how, and why, do we choose our material? Above 
and beyond marketability, which stories are worth our 
spending precious hours shaping into performances?  
Plus the monetary outlay, with no guarantee of being 
recouped.

In 1976 freudian Bruno Bettelheim published an eye 
opening book, The Uses of Enchantment: The 
Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales.  Later, Joseph 
Campbell enlightened us about archetypes in the 
wonderful PBS interviews with Bill Moyers. Joan 
Gould continues this journey using the relationship of 
fairy tales (and current novels, films, and modern life) 
to the three stages of female growth:  Maiden-the Age 
of Attraction, Matron-the Age of Attachment, and 
Crone-the Age of the Spirit. This follows the classic 
feminine division according to the phases of the moon: 
crescent moon, full moon, and waning moon. 

She does not feminize the stories (e.g.. Three 
“Nanny” Goats Gruff) but reveals roots in eroticism, 
puberty, longing for the road not followed or left 
behind, etc.  And Joan destroys the idea that fairy tale 
heroines are passive creatures who wait for a deliverer 
as a (mis-)construct of the 20th century, especially the 
early Walt Disney films where they “warble and weep 
on the sidelines and then accept rescue by a Prince in 

place of transformation.”
Besides being an entertaining and informative read 

in general, as puppeteer/storytellers we might learn 
to better select materials age wise for our audiences 
and gain insights which will strengthen our characters 
above and beyond cartoonish stereotypes.  Joan’s 
traditional fairy tale examples are generally drawn 
from the Brothers Grimm and Charles Perrault. 

In a partial answer to the question of what are my 
favorite fairy tales (Joan says they will change and 
each person who answers will probably have a 
different reason for loving the same fairy tale), my all 
time favorite is “East of the Sun, West of the Moon”, 
also a watered down version of Psyche and Cupid, (a 
fact I only surmised once I began reading Greek 
Mythology.)  I love the idea of riding on a white 
bear’s back into the woods and riding the winds unto 
the end of the earth as shown in the beautiful 
Norwegian folk style illustrations.  As a young girl, 
having had ballet lessons, I loved “The Twelve 
Dancing Princesses”, what a fun secret from my 
parents that I not only was a princess but danced all 
night, every night until I holes wore into my 
slippers!  I spent a lot of time looking for the magic 
peg on my bed which would allow me entrance into 
this magical world.  Also I remember fantasizing 
about the “Wolf and the Twelve Kids”.  My 
Grandparents had a full length Grandfather’s clock, 
which is where the youngest goat hid and 
consequently was the only one to escape the wolf.  
What fun to be clever and sneaky enough to aid my 
mother in rescuing my older sibs! Of course, I would 
not have been tricked by the wolf into opening the 
door despite our mother’s instructions.

I ask you to consider what are your favorite fairy 
tales?  And why?



Calendar
December
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Nick Barone Puppets
650-365-8070
http://www.nbpuppets.com/
Tales from the Enchanted Forest - Nick Barone
Thursday, December 4, 2008 - 4:30 pm
"Tales from the Enchanted Forest"
Bernal Heights Library Holiday Event
Four Star Video, 402 Cortland Ave., San Francisco, 
CA

Saturday, December 6, 2008 - 11:15 am & 1:00 pm
"Holiday Treats"
Filoli House and Gardens
86 Canada Road, Woodside, CA

Sunday, December 7, 2008 - 11:00 am
"Holiday Treats"
Cheeky Monkey Toys
640 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park, CA

Monday, December 8, 2008  - 4:00 pm
"Holiday Treats"
Atherton Library
2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton, CA

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 - 6:30 pm
"Holiday Treats"
West Valley Branch Library
1243 San Thomas Aquino Road, San Jose, CA

Thursday, December 11, 2008 - 6:00 pm
"Holiday Treats"
Richmond Public Library
325 Civic Center Plaza, Richmond, CA

Saturday, December 13, 2008 - 10:30 am
"Holiday Treats"
Berryessa Branch Library
3355 Noble Ave., San Jose, CA

Wednesday, December 17, 2008 - 7:00 pm
"Holiday Treats"

Redwood City Public Library
1044 Middlefield Road, Redwood City, CA

Thursday, December 18, 2008 - 10:30 am
"Holiday Treats"
Morgan Hill Public Library
660 W. Main Ave., Morgan Hill, CA

Saturday, December 20, 2008 - 10:00 am
"Holiday Treats"
Morgan Hill Public Library
660 W. Main Ave., Morgan Hill, CA

Saturday, December 20, 2008 - 2:00 pm
"Holiday Treats"
Vineland Branch Library
1450 Blossom Hill Road, San Jose, CA

Monday, December 22, 2008 - 10:30 am
"Holiday Treats"
Sausalito Park & Recreation Holiday Magic & Cookie 
Decorating
420 Litho Street, Sausalito, CA

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Emily Butterfly
bhour@gmail.com

An Evening of Burlesque Entertainment
Dec. 5 - 9:30 pm
Emily Butterfly performs her half man/half lady act, 
with puppet Buzz Buzz.  (See the announcement on 
the next page)

Benefit for breast cancer survivor at The Stork Club 
2330 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland.  Doors open 8 pm, 
show starts at 9:30.  Admission $5

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
CalArts

Dec. 5-10    One Eye Gone

"One Eye Gone" reimagines the Godzilla story with 



This poetic classic by the Brothers Grimm deals with 
the timeless issues of trust and love and wishful 
thinking and the power of socio-economic roles in the 
cycle of life all set against the backdrop of the ocean 
and the forces of nature. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Puppetistas Unite!
Dec. 19

An exhibition and series of puppet performances 
exploring social justice.
Opening performances, food tasting and puppet-
making workshops, Dec. 19th, 11 am and 12:30 pm. 
Carlitos and the Magic Garden by Puppet Medicine
Shoe Puppets by Luz Gaxida
Emily Butterfly and the Puppet Crooners

Exhibition Dec. 15th - Jan. 23rd:  puppets from 
Apolypse Puppet Theatre, Bread and Puppet, Emily 
Butterfly, Roots and Shoots, Big Tadoo Puppet 
Crew, Tania Padillo, David Morley, and Wise Fool 
Puppet Intervention.

Richmond Health Center, 100 38th St., Richmond 
(enter via 39th & Bissell Streets).  510-231-1348.  
www.artschange.org

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Storybook Puppet Theater
Children's Fairyland, Oakland

Coppelia, the Doll with the Porcelain Eyes

Dec. 6-7, 12-21
11 am & 2 pm & 4 pm
       
Based on the ballet with music by Leo Delibes, this is 
the tale of a despicable toy maker who tries to bring 
his dolls to life.  Coppelia is his greatest creation--so 
lovely that a real man becomes infatuated with her.  
His lady love becomes jealous, and pretends to be the 
doll come to life.  Great music with lots of surprises! 
Puppets by Lewis Mahlmann and Pamelia McIntyre.

puppetry and original music.  Playwright Erik Ehn 
adapts the original 1954 Japanese film to tell a story 
of characters facing the threat of annihilation by a 
post-atomic monster. Director and puppeteer Katie 
Shook creates a world that evokes both nostalgia for 
'50s and '60s era pop-kitsch and futurism. Four doll-
sized puppet heroes struggle to understand and resist 
a man-sized monster in a story that is also an allegory 
for society's fears about unpredictable changes in 
both our environment and in our own psyches. The 
production itself seeks to be environmentally 
sustainable by using recycled and "green" materials. 
One Eye Gone runs December 5-10 on the CalArts 
campus in Butler Building #2.  Admission is free.  
Reservations at 
http://www.eventbrite.com/org/81871114/?s=1

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Coulter and Star Ventriloquists
www.coulterandstar.com
Dec. 15-17
Coulter and Star ventriloquists appear at
Donna Sachet's SONGS OF THE SEASON
The Rrazz Room at Hotel Nikko, San Francisco.
December 15, 16 and 17, 2008, 8:00 pm

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Fairytale Theater
Herbert Lange
lange.herbert@gmx.net
Dec. 12, 7:00 pm in English
Dec. 13, 2:00 pm in German
At Goethe Institute on 530 Bush Street.
Length of program: 40 minutes
THE FISHERMAN AND HIS WIFE (based on the 
original by the Brothers Grimm, for everybody age 
5+). 
"One day, a poor fisherman catches a mysterious fish 
who says he is an enchanted prince.  The fisherman 
lets him swim away much to the discontent of his 
wife. She insists on getting a nice cottage in return for 
the favor paid to the fish.  Her wish is being granted, 
and for the very first time, things look bright for the 
couple.  Before long, however, the wife develops new 
ambitions.  While the waters of the ocean are getting 
wilder and wilder, she sends out her reluctant and 
fearful husband to talk to the fish again..."



freeway and never, ever get off.

At Spreckels Performing Arts Center, Rohnert Park
All performances at 8:00 p.m. - $18 general, $15 
students & seniors
Call 707-824-4307 for information.
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Nick Barone Puppets
650-365-8070
http://www.nbpuppets.com/
Sunday, January 11, 2009 - 2:00 pm
"Puss In Boots"
4th Annual Family Appreciation Day
San Francisco Main Library, 100 Larkin St., San 
Francisco, CA

JANUARY
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
The Independent Eye
www.independenteye.org
RASH ACTS
January 23-24, 30-31, February 6-7, 2009

A medley of five theatrical animations about life 
journeys. Alice falls down the rabbit hole into the 
evening news. A puppeteer revives the King's dead 
Queen. A widower tries to eat supper amid a barrage 
of phone solicitations. Western Civilization goes one 
step too far and gets its neck wrung by Mother Earth. 
And a young couple take a wrong turn onto the 

More Photos from the Fall Guild Meeting
and

Workshop

Thanks to Elisheva Hart for the photograpghs in this issue. In case you weren’t at the meeting, the photo on 
the left is of some of the castings that were done during the workshop. The photo on the right shows an 
entranced audience using the provided opera glasses to enjoy the  Victorian toy theatre production “Dracula del 
Lobo.”

Call For Articles
Dear Friends,
We often speak of the magic of puppetry, when you are watching a show and the characters come alive. In 
this issue Michael shared a story of another aspect of the magic of puppetry: when we know we’ve touched 
someone with our art. Sometimes this can be as simple as bringing a smile to someone’s face, sometimes as 
deep as helping a friend begin a life transformation. If you have a story or even just a paragraph (or two) of a 
time you’ve tougched someone’s life with puppets, send it in. I’ll see if I can shape them into an article. No 
anecdore is too short. You can e-mail your contribution to me at  tahuff@dcn.org..     Talib



San Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guild
PO Box 1258
Vallejo CA, 94590

LOCATION : Lake Merritt United Methodist Church, a low rise domed building overlooking the lake, is located 
at the southeast end of Lake Merritt. The meeting is in the Stark Room. There are two entrances to the church. The 
main entrance is on Lakeshore Avenue between E. 12th and E.15th streets where there is street parking. The back 
entrance is at 1255 First Avenue, near International Boulevard (E. 14th Street), where there is a small parking lot. 
Both doors will be open. Puppeteers with things to carry, may want to check out the back entrance parking first.

PARKING:  There is very limited off-street parking.  Our parking lot at 1255 First Avenue has approximately 20 
parking spaces, including one disabled space.  Street parking is available on Lakeshore Avenue, though much of it 
is limited to 2 hours.  Additional all-day parking can be found on streets north and east of our parking lot:  Foothill 
Blvd, E. 15th Street, International Blvd, 2nd Ave, 3rd Ave.  Slightly further from the church there is street parking 
near Laney College and the Oakland Museum.  The are parking structures and some street parking on the other side 
of Lake Merritt and in downtown Oakland.

BART:  The Lake Merritt BART station is an easy mile walk to/from the church and the bus stop is very close as 
well. From BART, walk in a northerly direction on Oak Street. You will pass the Oakland Museum and the 
County Courthouse on your right. Cross 14th Street then turn right, following the perimeter of the lake around to 
Lakeshore Avenue. At the marked crosswalk, you will be directly across from the main entrance to the church.

AC TRANSIT :  buses run from BART to a stop at the intersection of E. 14th Street/International Blvd and First 
Avenue, near our entrance at 1255 First Avenue. For current bus and BART info, call TravInfo at 511.

Driving directions will be included in the January newsletter

Transportation Information for the Guild 
Holiday Meeting


