August 2007

PUPPET RAMPAGE PUPPET FESTIVAL 2007
The giant Puppet Rampage logo puppet (see logpperlL corner) rampaged through
the 2007 National Puppetry Festival in St. Paut le®nth. The puppet was created by
Heart of the Beast Theatre and opened the fediy&aring through a giant shadow
screen at the conclusion of a shadow story of tigppt's becoming a real boy (and a
bit of a bad boy) a al Pinocchio, and collectingppeteers from all over the world to
bring to the festival. Photo: Woolnanfily
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SUMMER MEETING DATE: August 25 (meeting at 4:30, shows all
day
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: It
was interesting to meet with other guild
presidents and newsletter editors at the
National Puppetry Festival last month.

| was not surprised to find that most, if
not all, other guilds are experiencing the
same kinds of issues that SFBAPG is
experiencing; notably an unusual
combination of good membership
numbers and finances but a lack of
attendance at meetings. Last meeting
our guild members in attendance voted
to change our guild meeting frequency
to 4 meetings a year. Since then there
have been a couple of guild members
(who attended and voted for the
change) who feel that 4 meetings a year
may be too few. In addition, two guild
members who were not in attendance
also feel that 4 is too few. Perhaps we
could and should distinguish between
meetings and events. We can have 4
meetings a year and have other events
as well. There are guild members who
want more workshops to develop
puppetry skills. These could be offered
separately as workshops with advance
signups...if there are insufficient sign
ups the workshop is cancelled. | would
also like to see guild members using the
guild email list to communicate with
each other to arrange social events; say
you are planning to go to a performance
and want some guild members to meet
with and car pool, maybe share a pizza
afterwards and discuss the show...this
could be a perfect, informal guild
activity. Then, of course, you would be
ready to write up a review or an account
for the guild newsletter.

AN IMPORTANT DISCUSSION

should happen at our August guild
meeting at Fairyland. In the last issue
of this newsletter and on the email
forum | have shared with you my idea
of changing the guild structure from the
current town meeting format to a nine
member board that represents and

board members would have 3 year
terms and would rotate on and off in
groups of three, insuring that there is

always an overlap of leadership. If

Larry's yard at 3854 Greenwood in

enacted, this would necessitate a changeOakland, and on the street in front of

in the bylaws of the guild and would
require a vote of the membership. This
important proposition will be discussed
at the meeting at Fairyland. Those
unable to attend the meeting who wish
to express their views can do so through
the guild email forum or by writing or
calling a current board member (contact
info listed on the front of the newsletter
or in your guild membership roster.)

Halloween is A-Comin’
By Michael Nelson

To say that guild member Larry
Schmidt and fellow spookster Carl
Linkhart like Halloween would be an
understatement. From now until the
end of October Larry and his crew will
be working full time to pull together a
neighborhood Halloween haunt in

his green triplex. When Larry gave me
directions to his house | asked if the
house number was visible from the
street. He said, “There’s a marionette
stage in the driveway. You can’'t miss
it.” He was right (see photo.) There is
an unmissable puppet stage almost in
the street, with beautiful, scary
backdrops, and a fanciful Halloween
patchwork quilt curtain, being wired for
lights and reinforced for its Halloween
night debut. For some years now Larry
has filled his yard with animatronic
witches and goblins (not the kind you
buy at Wal-Mart...the kind you make)
but this year is the first time that this
long-time guild member will be adding
an ongoing puppet show to the event.
Larry has decided to feature a spooky
variety show format so that trick or
treaters can join the show in progress
and not miss part of a plot line. Larry

L . . Larry Schmidt (in pants of Halloween orange) hasarionette stage right in the
makes decisions for the guild. The nine driveway of his house, nearly completed, with wgripainted backdrops and the
framework to completely enclose the back stagéaintrick or treater approaching
from the back won't see the puppeteers inside wgritie marionettes
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calls his venture a “soft yard haunt.” He likeshtmor the “““““““

traditional Halloween lore, and says you won't faualy
scary movie characters (no Freddie Kruger) in his
graveyard. Larry also collects Halloween memoralaihd
his house becomes a museum like exhibit on Hallawee
night.

Right now Larry is looking for puppeteers and bei&lto
help him with his project. He needs performersialf as
prop builders, both for full size and puppet sibgeots.
While he says his budget is not huge, he is palyisg
helpers as well as getting them involved in a tueative
project. If you are interested in talking to Laatyout his
project, his number is 510-531-7635.
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Larry demonstrates one of his marionettes that will :
appear in his Halloween puppet production. Theveho
will repeat throughout the evening. Larry has abkeat
tacked to the side of Larry’s house. While work i adults wishing to visit his haunt come after nindleat

N progressing, Larry is still looking to hire earlier hours can be reserved for the childrenhad t

= puppeteers and puppet/prop builders. . ‘ neighborhood

e EED @D Ed

One of Larry’s talented crew paints a backdrop
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anxious for what | would learn at the it for a long tlme. I bought how-to
PUPPET RAMPAGE, THE workshops, the Performances, and videos previously and even made a
NATIONAL PUPPETRY mostly from all the people. sculpture and bought most of the
FESTIVAL As part of winning a scholarship | was  materials they suggested, but I still
) required to volunteer for three hours. |  didn't really understand the technique.
Guild Members Comment: decided | wanted to work registration,  The workshop was great because it
this way | could meet people as they provided the hands on learning | needed
My Personal Account of Puppet came in and learn their names. Elise and there were no restrictions so
Rampage Handelman was really a great help; she everyone in the class came up with a
By Chase Woolner introduced me to people, told stories different product and its own set of
| arrived in St. Paul, Minnesota Monday from past festivals, and guided me variables. It was a wonderful learning
July 16", checked into my hotel, and through how to read the program so | experience.
then toured the stomping grounds of my wouldn’t miss anything. This workshop was 8 sessions so | was
first Puppeteers of America National | was really excited to take the unable to attend the other exciting
Festival. I'd been really excited during  workshops, | signed up for Sculpting workshops personally. Luckily my Dad
the weeks before the fest and became  and Molding work through taught by also attended the festival and every
more and more antsy as my dad and |  Cecilia Schiller. This was a great class, morning | would give him two
drove closer to Minnesota. | was | wanted to make a sculpture and mold workshops to attend to take notes on
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Guild member Chase Woolner took an
extended workshop on mold making at
the Puppet Rampage festival.

Photo: Woolner family

Heather looked at my portfolio and said
the way | have it now, it is not strong
for a performer or builder, but is strong
for a producer. That advice is worth
gold and | couldn’t have gotten it
anywhere but at the fest.

| met a whole host of other people that
were very interesting including people |
frequently talk to on forums. It was
good to meet these people and learn
what they are doing with puppetry all
around the world. That's one of the
other observations | made. A lot of

and then teach me what he had learned. Puppeteers practice their craft all over

The performances were amazing. |
founded my high school puppetry club

the world. Another thing about
puppeteers is they're really modest and

and | wished all the members could see if you're not already familiar with their

what | was seeing. Their interest would
skyrocket! | loved having one show
after the other. Traveling from theater
to theater seeing a variety of different
styles performed in one day was great.
It was my first opportunity to see some
of the styles that | had read about in
action, and | gained so much more
respect for shadow puppets,
marionettes, toy theater and black light.
What | enjoyed most however, was
meeting other puppeteers. | was so
impressed with everyone’s interest in
each other and willingness and
excitement to talk to the people next to
them. At first | thought it was like any
other gathering of people | had been to
where people do their own thing and
you might talk to them if they didn’t
ignore you. This was totally different;
people were excited to hear what each
other were doing puppetry. | got to
meet and talk to Marty Robinson and
Heather Henson, two people | knew |
wanted to meet walking into the
festival. | got to talk to Marty about
Audrey Il from “Little Shop of

Horrors” a play that my high school had
recently produced. We talked about the
Audrey puppets and how his original

work or name you have to wait until
they casually reveal themselves and
then you think ‘Ah! | know your work
and | love it

The job faire on Sunday was also very
fun and a great learning experience. |
did the Disney auditions, which were a
lot of fun; it was great puppeteering in a
room with other trained puppeteers.
After the audition | went to speak with
representatives from CalArts and the
University of Hawaii to learn more
about their programs and what they
offer.

Now with my first national festival
experience and living in “Puppet
World” for six days | can’t wait until
Atlanta in 2009 where I'll once again
get to live in a world as it should be.
Seeing the people | met at this fest
again and meeting new people, that love
this art.

I’'m Hooked!

By Paul Woolner

July 28, 2007

| just returned home to Michigan from a
fantastic adventure in St. Paul,
Minnesota, held at Concordia
University. My eyes have been opened

designs emphasize a balanced puppet sot© & wonderful new world of puppetry _
at the Puppet Rampage 2007. | was able See you in Atlanta 2009 and perhaps

the performer could move the massive
puppet without hurting themselves. The
rented puppets that my school used
would have benefited from his designs.

to meet many creative professional
puppeteers many of whom were only
names in the “Puppetry Journal”. Now
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these same names have faces and
personalities that | will remember my
whole lifetime. | quickly made friends
among this eclectic group of vastly
diverse puppeteers and | had a
wonderful time talking to everyone |
could about their skills and interests.
My son Chase is a puppeteer and he is
the main reason | attended this festival.
Chase won a scholarship to attend and
since he is 17 needed a guardian to also
accompany him. | was looking forward
to this festival as much as Chase
because | have watched the many hours
of work, dedication and pleasure that is
derived from designing and building
your own puppet to play in a story that
was specifically written for that puppet.
The workshops that took place in the
morning were first rate and it was
difficult to choose one to attend. This
was not a problem for me because
Chase had signed up for a eight session
workshop on sculpting and molding a
head. This meant that he would assign
me workshops to attend to take copious
notes that | could share with him later. |
had a fabulous time in each workshop. |
may now expand my stage work to
include becoming a puppeteer myself
since | have had this experience.

On Sunday, many people were leaving
or attending special side trips. In the
afternoon from 12 to 4 a Job Fair was
held. There was an audition workshop
and individual auditions put on by
Disney Casting, Interviews for Michael
Curry and a few others. Job offers were
extended to quite a few participants.
There were also University
representatives present to discuss how
to follow puppetry through their

specific college programs. Present were
University of Hawaii and Cal Arts in
California.

| am now a festival junkie and look
forward to the next time | can be with
my new friends in the puppet world.

various regional festivals in the near

future.



Mary Decker:

What was the best part of Puppet
Rampage for me? The FESTIVAL
STORE!

It was a breath of fresh air! Festival
goers were very happy about the wide
variety of merchandise that was made
available, and this translated into a
Store that was very successful
financially.

If you ever think you can't afford to
attend a festival, | suggest trying to pay
your way by selling stuff at the Store. A
25% commission goes to the Store, but
the rest is yours!

Hats off to the Store staffers from the
Great Arizona Puppet Theater in
Phoenix. Just a few years ago (four
years ago?), they rescued the Store from
death and destruction (mismanagement,
incompetence, destruction of past
records), and now they have
triumphantly resurrected it. The Store is
humming along in a most efficient
manner now, and it has proven that it is
a vital resource for the Puppet World.

From Valerie Nelson:

Saltinbanqui performed “Leyendas en
Flor,” a telling of some myths from
Mexico. Due to their limited English, |
had the privilege of assisting them with
their tech. As they lay out whistles and
drums that looked as ancient as the

Saltinbanqui from Mexico created
puppets using little masks and their
bare hands, and were one of the
international troupes performing
at Puppet Rampage..

Photo: Valerie Nelson

stories | anticipated a style of puppetry
that takes a back seat to the voice and
dance that have been the traditional
storytelling methods. But when they
began to perform with tiny ceramic
masks perched on their wrists, the
stories came alive and their bare hands
became little bodies, walking,
swimming, fighting, and performing
circus acts. One performer would
stretch out her arms, letting the serape

form a stage, while the other’s character

would move about her arm, living the
story they told. While sometimes the
story was hard to follow, the emotions
and actions of the characters were
vividly and elegantly expressed. With
the music and costumes, the show

transported us into a magical time apart.

A Summer Visit to the
Center for Puppetry Arts

in Atlanta

By Sharon Clay

My daughter and | took a trip to
Georgia last week for a wedding. We
had a little planned time in Atlanta, so
naturally visited the Center for Puppetry
Arts. There are two shows a day, and
since we had done a CNN tour in the
morning, we arrived at the center in
time for the noon show. (The first show
is at 10:00 a.m.) The performance that
day was
"Anansi the
Spider",
performed by
Tears of Joy
Theater of
Portland,
though one
of the
"Tears"
performers
was sick and
an Atlanta
resident
performer
had to step
in. The show

Sharon Clay sent this
picture from the puppet
exhibit at the Center
for Puppetry Arts in

Atlanta.
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was done with the puppeteers in full
view, but not as Bunraku - with large
puppets primarily of paper mache &
fabric. There were two playlets to the
story - "From Tiger to Anansi", and
"Anansi and the Talking Melon". They
changed the simple scenery (in fully
view) between the stories. The first
story involved two puppeteers, but the
second story involved six.

The Center also has a very nice museum
with lots of interactive activities, and
puppets from various time periods and
countries around the world. There was a
display in the lobby on Salem the
audioanimatronic cat from the Sabrina
show - showing how the cat was made
and how the different movements were
done - often using 3 puppeteers. There
is also a store where you can buy
puppet scripts, DVD's, books, and
puppets. They also offered a puppet
workshop to everyone who bought a
ticket - where you could make a moving
mouth spider puppet, from paper. Or
you can take the kit and make the
puppet at home. Although we were
there on a Friday (not a weekend) there
was a large audience of children. |
thought that during the summer the
audience would be small, without
school field trips, but the theater was
almost full. A very nice surprise.

Dear Editor:

The Swazzle performance at the last
Guild meeting sounds terrific. | hope to
see it someday. Writing for multi-age
family audiences is very tricky.

Decades ago the Berkeley Puppeteers,
SFBAPG members, used to say that
their shows were limited by the age of
their youngest audience member. | think
adults enjoy spoofiness and "asides"
aimed at them, and they will be more
willing to return to puppet theatre when
there is something it for them above and
beyond seeing their children have a
good time.

Of course the whole show can't be
based totally on satire for the very



young because young kids don't yet
know the straight story and won't "get"
the satire. (Remember the old TV
cartoon show, "Fractured Fairytales? It
played best to upper elementary age,
kids who thought fairytales were for
babies.)

And we can't always tell. Some things
which are for the very young, and tried
and true, miss the boat occasionally.
When | was a nanny for three year old
twin boys, | brought a video to share,
"Horton Hatches a Who", a Dr. Seuss
animation. Eagerly we began to watch
it. Davey and | were laughing at it.
Suddenly Willie leaped up and began
acting out, roaring and stomping around
and shouting, "Shut it off! Shut it off!
Shut it off!" (Not his usual response.)
When | finally got him settled he said
he was very upset at Mazie the Mother
Bird abandoning her egg in the first
place. Their Mom had recently been on
some business trips and Willie was
reacting to this. Most of us are so taken
by the compassion of Horton the
Elephant's tender care of Mazie's egg
that we forget that Abandonment by
Mother is a very dark issue, especially
to the young ones.

Years ago SF theatre reviewer Bernard
Weiner gave our guild permission to
reprint one of his columns from the
Chronicle's Pink Section in our own
newsletter. His column was about just
this problem. He had taken his young
child to see a professional stage
performance of the musical "Annie".
His child and half the children in the
audience totally freaked at the scene
when a real butcher knife was
flourished. Bernard's point of view was
that a large fake stage prop pretend
knife would have worked much better.
Kids are always pretending and know
about this as "just pretending".

| teach two year olds and have a fun
version of "Three Nanny Goats Gruff."
The goats' heads are made from
graduating sizes of upside down brown
paper bags stuffed with crumpled
newspaper. | fasten the bags heads with

tape tightly around the gathered
together opening (the neck) onto a
tightly rolled up newspaper rod. The
head and rod are therefore tightly
anchored together.

The troll uses the largest grocery bag |
can find for its' head. But the neck is
not actually taped onto the newspaper
rod. It just looks like it is! | perform this
show without a stage, during circle
time. You can imagine the startle
response in the kids when Troll's head
goes arching over them! This would be
way too frightening for two year olds,
even if we weren't trying to train them

watch the puppet exhibit and
talk to visitors about puppetry
and the guild. Anyone wishing
to volunteer please contact Lee
Armstrong at 707 996-9474.

Food: If you are bringing a pot luck
item that needs refrigeration, contact
Randal Metz at 510 569-3144 to make
cool arrangements. Main dishes are
always appreciated.

Admission: Admission to Fairyland is
free when you flash your puppetry guild
membership card.

Parking: Parking is on Bellevue Ave

to use their words in disputes, instead of (City of Oakland sometimes charges $3

their fists. It works fine for
Kindergarteners and up and creates an
opportunity for discussion about bullies,
using their words, and so forth.
-Eisheva Hart

CALENDAR

SUMMER GUILD MEETING
AUGUST 25 AT OAKLAND
FAIRYLAND PUPPET FAIR

As you read in the last issue, the guild
has voted to go to a schedule of having
4 regular meetings a year (with other
guild events informally planned in-
between, the next one being a trip to
Avenue Q!) On August 25 the guild’s
summer meeting will take place at
Oakland Fairyland’s annual weekend of
puppetry. While there are shows
throughout the day, the guild meeting
itself will start at 4:30 pm at the
Fairyland puppet theater, followed by a
potluck and a surprise presentation of
“The Unexpected Performance” just for
the guild.

DETAILS:

Volunteers Needed: The guild
will be hosting the craft booth
starting at noon. Volunteers
will be needed to lead the craft
project provided by the guild.
Also volunteers are needed to
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to park there on weekends), in the case
of folks unloading that is set up through
Randal so they can contact him directly
to get details . Volunteers may be able
to get special parking (ask Lee.)
WANT to save gas, parking fees, and
hang out with other puppeteers?
Arrange carpooling through the guild
email list! Meet and park cars at the
nearespark and ride(find them on the
internet) and ride-share. It's fun and
saves the environment.

Agenda In addition to committee
reports and treasurer report, the guild
will discuss a major change in guild
structure, the proposed move to a nine
member board of directors. Come and
be heard or let your views be known
through a proxy (any current officer
would be willing to deliver your written
opinions.) If you have an item for the
agenda, contact guild president Michael
Nelson (contact info on page 1.)
SCHEDULE OF PUPPET FAIR
EVENTS:

11:00 am and 4:00 pm Puppet Show:
Aesop’s FablesFeaturing the tales of
The Tortoise and the Hare, The Lion
and the Mouse, and The Grasshopper
and the Ant. Enjoy seeing what happens
to Aesop’s famous animal friends when
they discover they all have to work
together to help the turtle win his race.
A merging of all of these charming
lesson tales into one fun-filled
production set in Greece and featuring



Greek music and dancing! Script by
David C. Jones. Puppets by Lewis
Mahlmann and David Jones.

12:00 pm Puppet Show: Why
Mosquitoes Buzz in our Ears. A tale of
misunderstandings involving funny
characters such as the iguana, the
python, the rabbit, the crow, mother owl
and many other entertaining creatures
of the jungle. Adaptation and puppets
by Randal Metz and scenery by Lewis
Mahlmann. Presented Ghe Puppet
Company (Plaza)

12:30 and 3:30 prRinocchio: The
Hip-Hopera. Enjoy a fairy-take classic
with a modern twist! Pinocchio, the
wooden puppet, follows his journey to
finally become a real boy. On his path,
he learns valuable lessons about telling
the truth, acting with kindness to others,
deciding between right and wrong. This
modern version features jaw-dropping
hip-hop choreography by Funkmode

Dance, beats by Oakland teen Chukhudi

Hodge, and original raps written in
collaboration with the Children’s
Fairyland Personalities and Funkmode
Dance.

1:30 pm Puppet Showlick Barone
Puppetsperforms "T-Rex
Thunderlizard's Wild West Show!"
(Emerald City Stage)

2:30 pm Puppet Showhe Vagabond
Puppets,performs "A day in the Forest
- 3 Pigs, Marx Brothers' Style".

“Avenue Q" comes to the

Orpheum in SF

August 7-September 2

Tue - Sat eves at 8pm

Wed, Sat and Sun mats at 2pm
AVENUE Q is Broadway's smash-hit
2004 Tony Award® winner for BEST
MUSICAL, BEST SCORE and BEST
BOOK. A hilarious show full of heart
and hummable tunes, AVENUE Q is
about trying to make it in NYC with big
dreams and a tiny bank account. Called
"one of the funniest shows you're ever
likely to see" by Entertainment Weekly,
AVENUE Q features a cast of people

and puppets who tell the story in a
smart, risqué and downright
entertaining way. The New Yorker calls
it "SUBVERSIVE and

UPROARIOUS!" Recommended for

ages 13 and up.

Avenue Q has not been authorized or approved
by The Jim Henson Company or Sesame
Workshop, which have no responsibility for its
content.

Informal Guild Event: Watch the guild
email list for upcoming guild member
trip to Ave. Q

Nick Barone Puppets
Schedule:

"T-Rex Thunderlizard's Wild West
Review," Saturday, August 11, 2007 -
11:00 am at Cheeky Monkey Toys
640 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park, CA
"Puss In Boots", Saturday, August 11,
2007 - 4:00 pm at Merced Branch
Library, 155 Winston Drive, San
Francisco, CA

Swazzle Schedule:

08/01/07, 10:30 anRex & Boots
Super Sleuths Daly City Library, 40
Wembley Dr., Daly City, CA 94015
08/01/07, 3:30 pmRRex & Boots
Super Sleuths,Palo Alto Library, 1213
Newell Rd Palo Alto, CA 94301
08/01/07, 7:30 pmRRex & Boots
Super Sleuths San Leandro Main
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave., San
Leandro, CA 94577

08/02/07, 2:30 pmRRex & Boots
Super Sleuths Mountain View
Library, 585 Franklin St., Mountain
View, CA 94041

08/02/07, 6:45 pmRRex & Boots
Super Sleuths Los Gatos Library,
110 E. Main St., Los Gatos, CA 95030
08/04/07, 2:00 pmRRex & Boots
Super Sleuths Milpitas Library, 40

N. Milpitas Blvd., Milpitas, CA 95035
08/29/07, 3:00 pmRRex & Boots
Super Sleuths Antioch Library, 501
W. 18 St., Antioch, CA 94509
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Fratello Marionettes schedule

Thursday, August 9, "Peter and the
Wolf," 3:30 pm, Anza Branch Library

@ 550 37th Avenue, San Francisco, CA
(San Francisco / Geary and 37th Ave)

Sunday . August 26, "Vaudeville
Follies," 1:30pm, Children's Fairyland
Park @ Lake Merritt (off Grand
Avenue), Oakland, CA (East Bay)

Magical Moonshine Theatre
schedule:

Friday, Sept. 7, Calistoga Family Center
in Calistoga. Call MMTheatre (707-
257-8007) for more info.

Sat. Sept. 8, at Skyline Park, Napa, CA:
Magical Moonshine will be doing a
special “Think Green” participatory
recycled puppet event at the Think
Green World Music Festival
(http://www.thinkgreen-
worldmusicfestival.com/ ) Festival runs
from 11:00 am until 7:00 pm. Tickets
$20 in advance (special prices for kids)
Check website for info.

AUDITION NOTICE
11 am - 2 pm Saturday August 11, 2007
451 Haight Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
call 510-865-6237 for details
or emailbob@viragotheatre.org
Virago Theatre Co
presents
the WORLD PREMIERE of
Dan Brodnitz's and Jeff Green's
"MANKIND'S LAST HOPE"

3 episodes of a situation Comedy recorded
live before a studio audience.
performed at Alameda's

RHYTHMIX CULTURAL WORKS
Performances Friday October 26th, 2007
through
November 4, 2007




San Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guild
PO Box 2296
Yountville, CA 94599

Watch your mailboxes. An exciting envelope willdmming your way soon (SO you can renew your
membership and not miss out on any of the gre&d gaitherings, groovy guidance, juicy gossip, and
a good grab bag of go-tos!



