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DANCING WITH WOLVES HAS CONSEQUENCES
Long time puppeteer and past Puppeteers of Ameniesident Paul Mesner
visited the Bay Area and the Guild last month. jdesay that pet owners
begin to look like their pets after a while...cabeétthat puppeteers begin to
look like their puppets? You be the judge.

Sonoma Puppetry Festival Continues with shows andavkshops
Local youths win Gold with puppet show

No guild meeting in April, but various puppet activities coming up
Time to plan for summer festivals

Guild library back in action

Largest puppet exhibit in world planned

Calendar, Classifieds and More!
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From Your President:

It's that time of year, puppeteers! The
weather is wonderful, it is time to make
your puppet festival plans for the
summer season, time to get all your
puppet deductions together for your
income taxes, and the National Day of
Puppetry is here (the actual day seems
to vary according to when you want to
celebrate it, although this year it is
officially celebrated on April 28.) Our
guild has been rather lax at joining in
the National Day of Puppetry
celebrations (and yet even Crayola has
a webpage devoted to it, with some
puppet making projects...check it out at
www.crayola.com/calendar/detail.cfm?e
vent id=147&year=2007 And by the
way, World Puppetry Day (did it slip
by you, too?) was March 21. Should
the guild wish to join in these national
and international celebrations of
puppetry, we should plan ahead and
perhaps get the dates on our on-line
guild calendar (see the minutes for the
March meeting for more on the future
guild puppet calendar.)

And speaking of the March meeting, it
was a most excellent event, with a
wonderful show by Kansas City
Puppeteer Paul Mesner. He presented a
hilarious adaptation of the book “The
True Story of the 3 Little Pigs, by A.
Wolf,” written by Jon Sciezska (and
used with permission). While the book
and story are fun, Paul brought it to life
wonderfully with his wickedly innocent
wolf (a victim of circumstance, now
serving time in jail for his crimes
against porcinity). He played the wolf
(in mask,) on work-leave from prison
(doing his public service by performing
with puppets he made at the prison craft
room). The wolf introduces the show,
then goes behind the curtain to perform
it with a wolf puppet that looks just like
the wolf (the wolf tried to make the

wolf puppet less handsome but it was
impossible) and his little pig puppets
(he tried to make them less ugly, but

A. Wolf, played here by Paul Mesner, performedhatMarch guild
meeting as part of the Sonoma Community Centereihippetry
Festival. After introducing the show, Mr. Wolf ftemed all the
puppets himself, and then afterwards explainethécaiudience just
how all the puppets work. Afterwards Paul addrdsbe guild

members at the Guild meeting.

couldn't do it.) After the show the wolf  generously donated by the Sonoma
gives a post performance
demonstration, talking about how he
made the puppets and throwing in his  the North Bay. (Paul's show marked
continued comments about the pigs,
prison, and the injustice of his situation Puppetry Festival in Sonoma, although
(the wolf also taught the kids a bit about Alan Cook’s COPA exhibit of puppets
civil involvement and protest as he
incited them to write their congress
people about his situation and urged
them in the chanting of “free A. Wolf.”
The whole show was delightful (as are  worked with, and selecting Kansas City
all of Paul's shows) and guild members as a place to expand his puppetry

and audience loved it. Afterwards Paul business. In the last few years he has
came to our guild meeting, in a space

Community Center who have shown
great interest in promoting puppetry in

the last performance of the Winter

continues at the Center.) Paul spoke to
us about his history with puppets
including making no money at the
beginning of his career, partners he

been working on some very large

Page 2



puppetry productions with multiple
performers and musicians/singers.
The guild is happy to announce that
the guild library is once again in
operation (although organization of
the library will continue) and guild
librarian Lee Armstrong brought
books to the meeting that were
perused and checked out by guild
members. Eventually the guild
library titles will be accessible on
the guild website.

Herbert Lange has volunteered to be
the new guild meeting committee
head, helping organize future
meetings. He has an exciting plan
for some ongoing puppet
manipulation workshops (starting in
May!) as well as some other
interesting meeting ideas. If you
have ideas or thoughts or requests
for Herbert, by all means share them
with him.

BAY AREAYOUTH
PUPPETEERS WIN
GOLD

In past newsletters we have related
"horror" stories involving puppet
shows. My story could have been a
horror story, but to give away the punch
line a little early - it didn't turn out that
way, maybe thanks to being flexible,
and partly due to the courage of one of
my team members.

For those of you who don't know me, |
lead a 4-H puppet project. There are 6
kids on my team this year - but that can
change from year to year. Each year
can bring either additions to the team,
or a completely new team. | take almost
every child who is willing to

participate. Each year we do a show for
our Presentation Days. One is for the
County, which takes place in February,
and if they kids get a Gold Award (the
highest they can get) at that event - it is
a judged event - then they qualify to go
on to Sectional Presentation Day in

Sharon’s Clay’s 4 H puppeteers won the Gold atrtBeictionals and will be going on to
State Presentation Day at the state fair in Aug@bngratulations and good luck to these

young puppeteers!

March, at U.C. Dauvis. If they get a Gold
Award there, they can go on to State
Presentation Day, and State Fair. | was
in Australia for County Presentation
Day, but the kids did the show and got a
Gold Award. They were very happy.

We practiced a few weeks later to get
ready for Sectional Presentation Day,
and | noticed that the show could really
use music between the entrances and
exits of our paper bag puppets. So, |
added the music. The show is done live,
and requires the kids to basically crawl
behind our relatively small stage for
their entrances and exits. The music
helped fill the space during the
movement, and also helped hide those
"noises" that were inevitable. Then, the
week before Sectionals, | called the
family that had 4 of my team members
to see if they could practice, especially
since the music was new to them, and
was told that one of the kids was just
out of surgery for a broken leg, and
would be in a wheel chair, and another

one was in a cast and on crutches due to

a sprained ankle. OK, time for
flexibility. Our puppets are paper bag
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puppets, inspired by puppets | saw at
Images in Motion at our Guild meeting
there. They can be fairly noisy, and also
kind of destructible if not handled
carefully. However, one of the kids did
2 puppets (one was the one our wheel
chair member was to do) and he did the
music. The gal on crutches was able to
hobble to the stage and crawl across
behind the curtain, in adequate time -
and with relative grace. The judges
loved the show - which was based on
the Food Guide Pyramid, and
recommended that we "take the show
on the road" which we possibly will do.
The kids got their Gold at Sectionals,
and hope to be healthy and ambulatory
for State Presentation Day, the end of
May, and State Fair in August.

Sharon Clay



BEHIND THE
PLAYBOARD

Giant Puppets Encouraged
for the Sonoma 4' of July
Parade

Last month SFBAPGuild members
Michael and Valerie Nelson gave a
workshop/demonstration on building
giant parade and pageant puppets at
the Sonoma Community Center. The
SCC is the home of the recent Sonoma
Winter Puppetry Festival and is
currently housing a wonderful puppet
Exhibit from COPA (Conservatory of
Puppetry Arts) which many guild
members saw at the last guild meeting.
They have shown a great interest in
puppetry arts and want to encourage
community building by sponsoring a
series of hands-on workshops for
people wishing to build giant puppets
for inclusion in the Sonomd"bf July
parade which the Community Center
organizes each year. Dates have not
been set yet for the workshops, but any
interested guild members should
contact Michael or Valerie Nelson at
707-363-4573.

this special exhibit.

marydeck@earthlink.net

ONLY TWO WEEKS LEFT: EXHIBIT : World Literature through the Wonder
of Puppets, An exhibition of selected works frora tklan G. Cook Collection from i
the Conservatory of Puppetry Arts (COPA)

Jan 8-April 15, Sonoma Community Center, 276 Eagid\Street, Sonoma, CA
This free exhibit features masterworks of puppeétgiuding antiques and
contemporary examples of the craft. You will seeagjical collection of puppets
inspired by the works of Shakespeare, Lewis Carfodnk L. Baum, Beatrix Potter;
Hans Christian Andersen, and many others. The #idritincludes puppets from th
1937 production of Peer Gynt by the Tatterman Museites, one of the most
prominent American troupes of the 1930s, as wefiuggpets built by George
Latshaw, Tony Sarg, and Bay Area puppeteer, Wdherd is also a display
recognizing the contributions of Lettie Schubeetry Juhl and Roger Mara.

The exhibit will be up until April 15. We hope th@uild members will attend a
performance or workshop at the Winter Puppet Falstand then take time to enjoy;

P.S. It is possible for other organizations inBay Area to host this wonderful
exhibit after the run in Sonoma. If you are intéeds or you know of a venue that
might want a puppet display, please contact Margkeeat 650-361-1310 or

Parade puppets add an excitement and
drama to parades. Sonoma Community

Center plans to add community built giant

puppets to the Sonom4 &f July parade.

RAPUNZEL AND HAIR!

The Puppet Company is pleased to
announce that it will be performing a
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Fairyland puppet show at the annual
Mountain Play on top of Mt.
Tamalpais in Marin county. This

will be the third year for us to be
performing at this event. On May
20,27, and June 3,9,10 and 17th, the
Mountain Play will be presenting the
musical "Hair". Before the show, for
families, we will be presenting
"Rapunzel” at 10:30 and 11:30.
There will be other entertainment at
11:00. You could come early,

picnic, enjoy all the free
entertainment, and then catch a great
musical. For more info contact:
www.mountainplay.org

PERFORMERS WANTED
FOR SENIORS

| am contacting you to see if any of
your members do shows for Senior
Facilities. | am co-chair of the
Activities Committee at Webster
House, 201 Webster Street, Palo Alto,
CA 94301. My name is Frances
Eschrich. In 1980 | hired a puppeteer to
perform at Gamble Garden Center for
my husband's 80th birthday. |
unfortunately can't remember his name -
he was wonderful!. | think the folks
here (small community) would enjoy
a puppet show for adults. We do have
a budget and can pay for the
performance - provided it is within
our budget, of course. The man who
performed for my birthday party had
performed on KQED and that is
where | got his name. We keep
looking for programs that our
residents would enjoy. My e-mail
address
is:franescherich@sbcglobal.net.
Thank you.



A Celebration of Roger Mara's
Life
October 20, 1953 - January 15, 2007

We are glad to announce a gathering for
the celebration of Roger Mara's life.
Friends, Family, Cohorts, and Fellow
Puppeteers are all welcome! Please
spread the word!

Saturday, May 26th

11:00 AM to 2:30 PM

Fireside Room, Lucie Stern Center
1305 Middlefield Road

Palo Alto, CA 94301

We have stories to share, puppets to
see, friends to meet, songs to sing, and
video of Roger's work.

Since sandwiches and snacks will be
served, it would be great if we could get
an approximate head count.... please
email Elizabeth Luce:
elizabeth@lucedesigns.cajor call:
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SFBAPG Members are Invited to Attend a Lilliputian
Players Production of “Through My Eyes: A Tale of
Don Quixote, A Puppet Show of Deep Proportions”

and Celebrate David Jones' Birthday!
To be held at the Storybook Puppet Theater in @ild Fairyland in Oakland,

Sunday, April 22nd 2007.

Join us for a beverage and snacks at 5:30 PM, Pshpw is at 6:30 PM
Lilliputian Players: Lewis Mahlmann, David Jonegridal Metz

Come back stage to see our new workshop and newbvated puppet theater!
HOPE YOU CAN COME!PLEASE RSVP: Call David at 510283619 or Lewis

at 510-839-3078. Thank you!

206-524-1030) if you are planning on
coming. (Don't let it stop you if from
coming if you forget to respond,
however!) We look forward to seeing
you therell!

Minutes of Guild Meeting
of March 25, 2007

The meeting, held at the Sonoma
Community Center, was preceded by a
performance by Paul Mesner, "The
True Story of the Three Little Pigs by
A. Wolf."

The business meeting began at 4:32.
President Michael Nelson introduced
the board members: Mike Wick, Co-
Vice President, Treasurer Valerie
Nelson, Newsletter Editor: Michael
Nelson, and Secretary: Sharon Clay.
Michael reported that elections are
scheduled to take place in May, and that
a nominating committee needs to be
involved. But at the moment we do not
have a written procedure for that. We
do have a Procedures Committee, and
Mary Decker is chair of that committee
and that a procedure for the election of
officers is on their agenda. A discussion
ensued about how to select/elect a
nominating committee. P of A board
selects their nominating committee.
There is a job description for each
officer position. The fact that
candidates should be selected from
members regularly attending meetings
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was mentioned. Valerie Nelson moved
and it was seconded by Talib, that the
previous nominating committee would
select the new nominating committee.
Vote was taken and passed, with one
abstention. As attending member from
last year's nominating committee, Talib
Huff agreed to head the search for the
new nominating committee.

Guild Library: Lee Armstrong is the
new Guild Librarian. She would like
suggestions as to how to make the
library a useful resource and make the
books accessible to guild members. At
the end of the meeting Lee arrived with
the library and the books and videos
were displayed and members who were
interested, signed them out with Lee.
The books can be kept until the next
Guild meeting unless other
arrangements are made with the
librarian.

Publicity Committee: We should be
publicizing Guild activities and the Art
of Puppetry to the people of the Bay
Area. It was discussed how should this
be done? Suggestions were: on-line
calendar could be used to publicize
puppet performances. Mary has two
domain names Puppetshowcase.org
&.com which could be used. The
publicity committee should decide what
should go on this web site - puppet
performances, guild meetings? There
was some discussion about posting a
calendar of events that performers can
access and change themselves.

CALENDAR

Our May Guild meeting will be held on
Saturday, May 19, from 3:00 to 6:00
p.m.

Location:

Homestead Valley Community Center
315 Montford Avenue

Mill Valley, CA 94941

The meeting will probably look as
follows:



3:00 - 3:50 p.m. manipulation workshop
with Herbert Lange and Mike Wick on
"How to make puppets come alive" (1)
basic exercises and improvisations with
hand puppets

first part of a 5-part series

3:50 - 4:00 p.m. Break, Questions &
Answers

4:00 - 4:45 p.m. RUMPELSTILTSKIN
by Fairytaletheater

4:45 - 5:00 p.m. Break, Questions and
Answers

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. regular guild meeting

Nick Barone Puppets presents, "Tales
from the Enchanted Forest"

Saturday, April 7, 2007 - 11:30 am
Elizabeth Gamble Garden Carriage
House, 1431 Waverley, Palo Alto, CA

Nick Barone Puppets presents, "Tales
from the Enchanted Forest"

Saturday, April 14, 2007 - 11:00 am
Bay Area Discovery Museum, East Fort
Baker, 557 McReynolds Road,
Sausalito, CA

Nick Barone Puppets presents, "T-Rex
Thunderlizard's Wild West Review"
Saturday, April 14, 2007 - 1:00 pm

Bay Area Discovery Museum, East Fort
Baker, 557 McReynolds Road,
Sausalito, CA

Nick Barone Puppets presents, "T-Rex
Thunderlizard's Wild West Review"
Monday, April 16, 2007 - 7:00 pm
Concord Library, 2900 Salvio Street,
Concord, CA

Nick Barone Puppets presents, "Tales
from the Enchanted Forest"

Sunday, April 29 - 1:15 pm

Dia De Los Ninos/Libros, Dolores
Park, San Francisco, CA

Friday, April 6 at 6:30 pm Magical
Moonshine Theatre will be performing
selections from their series “Animal

Folktales of the Americas” at Cesar
Chavez Elementary, 1221 Anderson
Rd., Davis, CA. Tickets are available
at the door. For more information call
Magical Moonshine at 707-363-4573.

On April 21 Magical Moonshine
Theatre will be performing a special
Puppet Performance for Earth Day at
the Earth Day Celebration at Napa
Valley College, 2277 Napa Vallejo
Hwy, Napa, CA. The show will be at
1:30 pm, and be part of a day of
celebrations and events. Free.

SUMMER PUPPET
FESTIVALS!

From Peter and Debbie Allen:

RE: 5th annual PuppetFest MidWest
(July 10-15, 2007) in Trenton,
Missouri. All of our Workshops and
Performers are confirmed and ready.
Our goal is to provide a relaxed,
professional environment where you
can really focus on one aspect of
puppetry in a twenty-hour workshop.
You can learn a lot in that length of
time!

This year’s workshops are:

* MANIPULATION BOOT CAMP
with Drew Allison, Grey Seal
Puppets

Intense workthrough that will focus on
creating and developing puppet
character through movement and
manipulation with an emphasis on non-
verbal puppetry.

* HANDS UP! with Luman Coad,
Coad Canada Puppets

Participants will create a comfortable,
durable, and performable hand puppet
with a papier-maché head.

* NEEDLE FELTED HAND
PUPPETS with Pam Corcoran

* ADVANCED MARIONETTE
MANIPULATION with Phillip
Huber, The Huber Marionettes

* VENTRILOQUISM: AN

ANCIENT ART DEMYSTIFIED!

Page 6

with Randel McGee, McGee
Productions

* ROD PUPPETS AND
PERFORMANCE with Paul Mesner
of Paul Mesner Puppets

* SHADOW PUPPETRY with Jim
Napolitano, Nappy’s Puppets

For more details, please look on our
websitewww.puppetfestival.org. Our
website wizards, Nick and Rose Sage
Barone, continue to work technical and
artistic wonders to capture the
excitement of our unique puppetry
event.Contact Information:
PuppetFest MidWest

Festival Directors,

Peter Allen & Debbie Lutzky Allen
P.O.Box 14

Jamesport MO 64648

Phone: (660) 684-6825

email: dipallen@grm.net
puppetfestival.org

WA A NANASANANALNA B

AGAIN WITH THE GOOD
NEWS! 6 MORE GUILD
MEMBERS TO ADD TO
YOUR ROSTER!

Tanya Crowley & Yumi
Ozaki, 4484 Dubeau, Baysid
CA 95524, 707-825-7827

Sylvia Dawkins, Box 555.
Bisbee, AZ, 85603, 520432-
3177

Toshiko Covello, 448
Holladay Ave, San Francisco,
CA, 94110, 415-282-4151

John “Jacques” van der Wate
5867 Anrud Way,
Sacramento, CA 95822, 916-
424-3996

Dusty Dutton, 778 Del

Ganado Rd., San Rafael, CA
94903, 415-472-7079

S/ VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAV VAY VA\R



In the current issue of the Puppetry Journal ribaite your newsletter editor wrote about the faeorge Latshaw and how he
changed the world with puppetry.

TOP TEN WAYS YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD WITH PUPPETRY
Become a guild officer (the nominating committeeriganizing now: Contact Talib Huff for info at®#84-0606

Perform a puppet show - | am convinced that anyeaedy puppet show has the potential to chande.a li

Offer to teach a workshop or do a performance foguild meeting (contact Herbert Lange, 415-383-3536

Write an article, review, or send in a “What | amta” note to the newsletter editor (Michael Nelson
mail@magicalmoonshine.org )

Help a young puppeteer get connected to the puggetunity. (guild, Puppeteers of America, UNIMA-USdon’t know about
these organizations? Check out their websitesw.puppeteersorg, www.unima-usaorg

Make a fan: attend a puppet show and bring somabinemight not have gone otherwise.

Write a letter to your local newspaper editor akthetbenefits of puppetry in education (or any o#rea of puppet strength) a
send a copy to your newsletter editor!

Help novice puppeteers learn about scholarshipational puppetry festivals (don't know about theskolarships yourself?
Email the guild email list and aslsfbapg@yahoogroups.con

Attend a guild meeting, puppetry workshop or feativith the purpose of improving your puppetry kil The better your showg
are the more the public will appreciate the antrfor

Work with your local recreation department or otbemmunity organization to start an ongoing puppptogram.

of Perth’'s own Spare Parts Puppet interview opportunities are available.

Theatre, is a year long event All media enquiries to John Michael
culminating on April 6, 2008 that Swinbank
SPEAKING OF GREAT invites people from around the world to 0414 743 418
LOOKING FESTIVALS, make and send a puppet to Perth to pr@johnmichael.com.au
create a display for a newuinness
CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE World Record - The World’s Largest
OF PUPPETEERS OF Puppet Exhibition - at the Perth Concert
AMERICA’S NATIONAL Hall.
FESTIVAL THIS SUMMER
(July 17-22)! | THINK YOU The Million Puppet Project will
WILL AGREE IT LOOKS generate nr;'zltiolnalOI and ir;itdernational
interest in the lead up to tHdNIMA
WONDERFUL! THE SITE 2008 :: 28" UNIMA Congress & World
IS: Puppetry Festivabeing held in Perth
http://www.puppetrampage200 | from April 2 to 12 in 2008. UNIMA Mystery Photo:
2008 will include International theatre :
Zorg/pages/home. it performances, conferences, exhibitions, Does anyone remember this Guild
workshops and master classes with over meeting performance? Eye eye!
. 1000 delegates joining hundreds of You never know what wonders you
Puppet Guinness WOI’|d thousands of local residents in a feast of will witness aF the SFBAPG
Record Attempt puppetry arts, meetings!

For further information, visit

Launched on World Puppetry Day, the Www.millionpuppets.com _
Million Puppet Project, an initiative Vision, images, photographic and
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San Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guild
PO Box 2296
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